
 

13th November 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you for your support over the last week. The situation with Covid-19 continues to be a 
concern to all of us.  We continue to work hard to ensure that our Covid measures are robust 
in order to minimise the risk to the whole school community. We have reviewed the events of 
this week, including the way in which we communicated the key messages to parents. I think 
the school has done remarkably well to get so far into the term with just one positive case 
and no cases amongst the student population.   

There continues to be a positive atmosphere in the school. I have been delighted by how the 
students have transitioned to the use of facemasks. Reminders about the use of masks are 
contained in this update.  

Reduced Canteen Provision 

Until Monday 23 November the school will be operating a reduced canteen service. All students 

are asked to bring a packed lunch to school. We will not be serving any food at lunchtime. 

Students who receive free school meals are being provided with a packed lunch. 

There will be limited snacks and drinks at break time. 

Pittville Commemorates Armistice Day 

Pittville held the usual minutes silence for the 11th of November. Although we were not able 
to commemorate this in our usual way by selling poppies, it was still important for the school 
to mark this important yearly event.  

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 11th December  

Friday 11th December we would like to raise money for the house charities by taking part in 
the national ‘Christmas Jumper Day’. More details to follow about this and our arrangements 
for Christmas dinner this year.    

Anti-Bullying Week - Odd Sock Day - Monday 16th November 

Next week is National Anti-Bullying week. This is a key point in our calendar at Pittville as we 
strive to promote an environment of zero tolerance of bullying in our school. So, despite the 
current pandemic, this year will be no exception!  We thought we would start off Anti-Bullying 
Week 2020 with a bit of fun by taking part in Odd Socks Day, a fun, annual event which 
celebrates our differences as human beings. We ask that you support this by allowing your 
son/daughter to come to school in their brightest odd socks on Monday 16th November. 
There will be prizes for the best socks (they can even decorate their own – extra points for 
imagination!) 



This year’s theme for Anti Bullying Week is ‘United Against Bullying’. Never before has that 
message meant so much. Events during 2020 have shown the power of us working together 
but also that we still have a lot of work to do, and we are all responsible for equipping the 
next generation with the simple message that we are all different, and that’s ok.  

Donations to the Anti Bullying Alliance would be most welcome. Please click on the link below 
for more details.  
  
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money-us 

Year 11 Mock Exams 
Good luck to all Year 11 students who will be sitting mock exams over the next couple of 
weeks.  
 
Netball Youth Board-South West 
Congratulations to Eloise Fullwood in Year 11 who has been chosen to represent the South 
West in being a voice for young people in netball to help make a difference. This is quite an 
achievement. Well done, Eloise 
 
Kai Churchley Signs for Bristol City 
Kai Churchley in Y11 has put pen to paper for Bristol City's academy.  Kai played for 
Shurdington U15's last season and other local teams including Bishop's Cleeve U18's. He is 
currently in a rich vein of form scoring 6 in 6 for Bishop's Cleeve U18's. Pittville School would 
like to congratulate him on this achievement and wish him all the best in his 3 years at Bristol 
City. 
 
Remote Learning Section of the School Website  
We have recently launched a new remote learning section on the school website. At some 
point over the course of this year, our students may need to self-isolate at home due to Covid-
19. This could happen in three possible ways: 
 

• In the event of a national lockdown and school closing. We call this a Tier A scenario. 
• We may need to ask a larger year group of students to self-isolate. We call this a Tier 

B scenario. 
• You, or someone in your family, develop symptoms. In this case, you will be forced to 

self-isolate. We call this a Tier C scenario. 
 
We will ensure appropriate remote learning is available for all scenarios. Please check our 
school website for more details. 

Facemasks 
Please note that masks must be plain in appearance, no logos or motifs and masks must be 
worn appropriately and sensibly.  Only masks are to be worn, scarves are not allowed. 
Students should bring a small clear plastic bag (e.g. a freezer bag, food storage bag) to keep 
their mask in when they are not wearing it.   
 
When will my child need to wear a mask?  
• Entering and exiting the school premises at the start and end of the day  
• When moving to different classrooms within their year group bubble or inside school 
corridors  
• When queuing for food in the canteen or food quads  
   

https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/get-involved/raise-money-us


Face masks are not required for the following:   
• When in lessons (including tutor time)  
• When eating in the canteen or food quads  
• When outdoors during social times   
 
Inset days Friday 27 and Monday 30 November  
A reminder that the school is closed to students on Friday 27 and Monday 30 
November.  
 
Reporting positive COVID tests 
We have now created an email address for parents to report COVID test results to us. These 
are auto forwarded to myself and Mrs Ferrabee (my PA) and will allow us to act promptly, 
particularly if the results are received of an evening or over the weekend. This is in operation 
now. Details of the website can be found on the red banner on the home page of the website 
as well as in the Coronavirus section of the website. Rather uncreatively the email is: 
covid@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk if reporting a positive test please include: 

- Name of child 

- DOB 

- Contact number 

- Date symptoms started 

- Date of test 

- Date of results 

- Full names of any siblings/co-inhabitants who attend Pittville School  

- Full names of students with whom they travel to or from school with -if applicable.  

Of course during the school day you can also contact the school directly by phone. 

Coats/wet weather arrangements/uniform 
As we enter the autumn and winter months can I please remind students to bring an umbrella 
and coat to school. To ensure that we minimise transmission of the virus students will be 
spending more time out of doors at the start of school and during breaks and lunchtimes. 
Students should wear coats over their blazers (they will be able to keep them on in lessons 
as the colder weather develops) and not wear hoodies or coats underneath their blazers. 
Hoodies are not part of school uniform. If the weather is cold, we encourage students to wear 
thin layers which cannot be seen underneath the uniform in addition to a normal coat when 
necessary. Please support our efforts to keep high standards with our uniform. 
 
Work for Self-isolating Students  
If your child is absent from school while they are self-isolating, waiting for a Covid test or 
waiting for a family member to have a Covid test, we ask that you follow the following 
instructions.   

1. Contact the school as you normally would for absence. A message will then automatically be 
sent to Mr Lawton and he will notify subject teachers.   

2. Please do not contact subject teachers or other members of staff directly.   
3. After 24 hours of absence, check SMHW where work will have been set for your child. This 

work will vary but might be a PowerPoint presentation, a worksheet, a video or a revision 
task.   

4. If after 24 hours your child cannot find their work, please 
email achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk.   

mailto:covid@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:achieve


This procedure is only for students who are self-isolating. If your child is going to be absent 
for a few days (perhaps due to a cold) they will need to catch up with their teachers upon 
their return to school. If your child will be absent for a longer period of time (perhaps for a 
broken bone/operation) still contact your child’s Head of House as you normally would. 

Please see our guidance for parents about Covid 19 symptoms information about what to do 
if your child is ill. 

Have a pleasant weekend and Stay safe 

Mr Gilpin 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=440

