
 

Newsletter October 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

This feels like just the right time to be reaching the October half-term break.  

I am very proud of the school - the students and staff have done a superb job of ensuring 
that learning has remained our focus in very challenging circumstances. Thank you for all your 
support over the past half-term. I hope you all manage to have a restful half term break.  

We will keep reviewing our Covid procedures. May I take this opportunity to reassure you that 
we always remain mindful of DfE advice and the situation locally and nationally. 

Facemasks 

On Friday 16 October, the Government updated the guidance on the use of face coverings for 
schools and other education institutions that teach people in years seven and above in England 
to align the guidance with the local Covid alert level framework.  

Given the rise in infection rates within Gloucestershire, the Local Authority recommendation 
is that schools should plan to use face coverings after half-term.  Face coverings should be 
worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 

We ask all parents to ensure that students have a face mask ready for use in school for the 
start of term on Monday, 2 November. Please note that masks must be plain, without logos 
or motifs, and that they must be worn appropriately and sensibly.  Only masks are to be worn, 
scarves are not to be worn in place of masks. Students should bring a small clear plastic bag 
(such as a freezer bag or food storage bag) to keep their mask in when they are not wearing 
it.  
 
We will talk to the students on the first day of term about how to transport and put on masks 
safely. If a student arrives at school without a face mask, they will have the opportunity to 
purchase a disposable mask which will be charged to their Parent Pay account. 

May I remind parents that students entering local shops either before or after school will be 
expected to wear a face mask, in line with national guidelines. 

 

 

 



Facemask Exemption 

Could you please notify Miss Bottell if you believe your child is medically exempt from wearing 
a face mask. We would ask that you email ebottell@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk explaining the 
circumstances around the exemption.  

 
Our Process for dealing with Positive Cases 

You may find it beneficial to know the process we follow when we have a positive test reported 

to us (some of these actions happen simultaneously). 

1. Receive notification of positive test 

2. Contact DfE COVID Helpline / South West Public Health / Test and Trace 

3. Identify close contacts: 

a. Friendship groups 

b. Class-based seating plans 

c. Other activities and risk of contact 

4. Confirm information with DfE / South West PH and discuss actions 

5. Arrange for close contacts to be informed and sent home 

6. Inform staff, parents and Chair of Governors 

7. Identify and act upon any learning points from the case 

Reporting Positive COVID Tests 

We have created an email address for parents to report COVID test results to us. These are 

automatically forwarded to me and Mrs Ferrabee (my PA) and will allow us to act promptly, 

particularly if the results are received in the evening or at the weekend. This is in operation 

from today. The email is: covid@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  If reporting a positive test please 

include: 

- Name of child 

- DOB 

- Contact number 

- Date symptoms started 

- Date of test 

- Date of results 

- Full names of any siblings/co-habitants who attend Pittville School  

- Full names of students with whom they travel to or from school with -if applicable.  

Of course, during the school day you can also contact the school directly by ‘phone. 

PE Ambassadors  

Pittville Sports Ambassadors have been shortlisted for the Best Girls Active Group Award at 
the Girls Active and YST Young Activists Awards 2020 – congratulations to all involved and 
to Mrs Crowe for supporting them so well.  
 
We will be joining the virtual award ceremony, which is taking place on Tuesday, 3 
November 2020 
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Student Poetry Anthology  

As a challenge provided by the English Department over lockdown, pupils were asked to 
produce a poem about their experiences so far. They had a broad scope as they could write 
about any topic (including, but not limited to, their feelings about the situation, their likes/ 
dislikes of being home and any news that they were exposed to during the months they were 
out of school). 
  
Pupils rose to this challenge and we had a range of thoughtful and engaging responses. As a 
department we decided they were too good not to share, so we created a flip book that can 
be found on the school website for those of you who may like to have a look. 
  
National Poetry Day 
 
National Poetry Day was on Thursday, 1st October. Years 7, 8 and 9 read the poem 'I Wanna 
Be Yours' by John Cooper Clarke, and emulated his style, picking their own audience, and 
making up their own metaphors. The English department voted on the best poem from each 
year group. 

Chelsea’s Choice – 24th November 2020 

The school is delighted that the performance of ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ will go ahead to Year 8 in 
November. A very comprehensive risk assessment has been carried out by the theatre 
company and by the LA’s safeguarding team. There will be some changes to how it is normally 
performed but students can be reassured that the performance will be Covid safe.   

This is an important part of the school’s commitment to safeguarding education for Pittville 
students. The play is performed by Alter Ego Creative Solutions. There is information on their 
website about the play if parents are interested in finding out about it 

Attitude to Learning Grades  

I look forward to reviewing all students’ attitude to learning grades after half term. As you 
know, we place great emphasis on students getting the basics right, attending regularly, 
working hard in lessons (and at home) and behaving well. Congratulations to all those 
students who will receive a letter of congratulations from Mr Watkins.  

Inset days Friday 27 and Monday 30 November 

School will be closed to students on Friday, 27 and Monday, 30 November. 

New Year 7 Parents’ Evening  

We held a Year 7 tutor evening on Thursday, 22 October. This was our first attempt at 
trialling a remote application called ‘School Cloud’. There were a few technical hitches but, 
overall, the system worked well. If you missed your appointment, please contact Mrs 
Kavanagh on pkavanagh@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk to arrange a telephone appointment after 
half term. All other parents’ evenings will be conducted on this system for the foreseeable 
future. 
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Public Exams 2021  

The DfE have announced the dates of next year’s GCSE exams. The summer exam series will 
start on 7 June and end on 2 July for almost all GCSEs.  

GCSE results day is Friday, 27 August, so students will start the following academic year as 
normal.  

Please see the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-to-
prepare-for-2021-exams 

The DfE are adamant that these plans are now final and that exams WILL take place in the 
summer of 2021. We acknowledge this but also continue to plan for all contingencies just in 
case the government change their minds.   

The school has produced a summary of changes to GCSE courses and this can be found as an 
attachment at the end of this update.  

I would like to say how well we think the students in Year 11 have done so far. During next 
half term Year 11 will do their mock exams. It has always been our strategy to allow the 
students to settle back into the school during this first term. We will use the mock exams to 
guide our strategy as regards revision and catch up as necessary. At this moment I am 
confident that our students are on the right track. I ask Year 11 students to use the techniques 
highlighted to them at the start of the school year in the study/revision sessions.  

Uniform 

As the weather becomes colder, it is right that students are choosing to wear extra layers. 
Please support our efforts to keep high standards with our uniform. Hoodies are not part of 
school uniform. If the weather is cold, we encourage students to wear thin layers which cannot 
be seen underneath the uniform in addition to a normal coat when necessary. We also 
continue to accept your kind donations of uniform to School. We appreciate this generous 
gesture, and the items will be put to good use. These can be delivered by students to student 
reception in our pastoral area.  

As we enter the autumn and winter months can I please remind students to bring an umbrella 
and coat to school. To ensure that we minimise transmission of the virus, students will be 
spending more time out of doors at the start of school and during breaks and lunchtimes. 
Students should wear coats over their blazers (they will be able to keep them on in lessons 
as the colder weather develops) and not hoodies or coats beneath their blazers. More 
information will follow. 

Work for Self-isolating students  

If your child is absent from school while they are self-isolating, waiting for a Covid test or 
waiting for a family member to have a Covid test, we ask that you follow the following 
instructions:   

1. Contact the school as you would for absence. A message will automatically be sent to Mr 
Lawton and he will notify subject teachers.   

2. Please do not contact subject teachers or other members of staff directly.   
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3. After 24 hours of absence, check SMHW where work will have been set for your child. This 
work will vary but might be a PowerPoint presentation, a worksheet, a video or a revision 
task.   

4. If after 24 hours your child cannot find their work, please email: 

 achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk.   

This procedure is only for students who are self-isolating. If your child is going to be absent 
for a few days (perhaps due to a cold) they will need to catch up with their teachers upon 
their return to school. If your child will be absent for longer (perhaps for a broken 
bone/operation), contact your child’s head of house as you normally would. 

Please see our guidance for parents about Covid 19 symptoms information about what to do 
if your child is ill. 

Finally 

Again, I offer my thanks for your understanding and support throughout this time. It is 

certainly not how any of us wants things to be, but it is important that we make the most of 

the situation for our students. 

I wish everyone a restful and enjoyable half term break. Term 2 begins on Monday, 2 
November - week 2. 

Stay safe, 

Mr Gilpin. 
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