
Students’ Guide to Accelerated Reader  

 

Why do you take part in the Accelerated Reader Scheme?  

* To build up reading skills  

* To motivate you to read  

* To create confident and independent readers  

How do I get on the scheme?  

If you are in Year 7 or Year 8 at Pittville School you will automatically take part in Accelerated Reader.            

Initially you will sit a Star Reading Assessment during one of your library lessons. This is an online assessment of 

your reading ability, using a series of comprehension questions. The assessment takes about 30 minutes to 

complete. You will be re-assessed twice more during the school year. The librarian will give you a special 

username and password to access Accelerated Reader.  

How does Accelerated Reader work?  

Once you have taken the Star Reading Assessment, the AR system will calculate a reading age for you and suggest 

a book level (also known as a ZPD level) that you should read within. All the books in the library that are in the 

Accelerated Reader scheme are labelled as such. Each of these books has a book level displayed on the spine and 

inside the front cover of the book, with the amount of points each book is worth. The book levels run from 0.5 to 

7+ and each level has a different coloured sticker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your English teacher will let you know the reading level range of books you should be reading within. This will give 

you a broad range of books to read. Try to start at the beginning of your level range, rather than going for the top 

end straight away.  

Although we would encourage you to read books within your range, we would not stop you reading books at a 

lower or higher level if they appeal to you. However, you will not expand your vocabulary and comprehension 

(and therefore your reading age) if you keep reading books that are too easy for you. We need to be sure that you 

are understanding what you are reading - a higher level book may be a bit too hard for you, you may not 

understand it and therefore not enjoy reading it. 

Once you have read a book, you will need to take a comprehension quiz on a school PC or tablet. The quizzes vary 

in length according to the difficulty of the book you have read, but usually only take a few minutes. Your AR 

account will also tell you what your targets are for that term and how you are progressing, as well as showing you 

the books you have already quizzed on. It is important that you try to do your book quiz within a couple of days of 

finishing the book, or you will forget the story and not get the result in the quiz that you deserve.  

 

Accelerated Reading 

Colour-Coding 
 

   White               0.00 – 2.99 

   Yellow                  3.00 – 3.99 

   Red                         4.00 – 4.99 

   Green            5.00 – 5.99 

   Orange            6.00 – 6.99 

   Blue             7.00 or more  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Common Questions and Queries: 

I can read. I don’t need to do this. Can I opt out of the scheme?  

Everyone in Year 7 and 8 English classes will take part in the Accelerated Reader Scheme. The aim is for everyone 

to improve their reading age, to enable them to access the whole curriculum and be confident readers. If you are 

already a confident reader, you should enjoy the opportunity to read regularly and try out different genres of 

fiction.  

How do I start?  

You will be enrolled onto Accelerated Reader when you first join Pittville School, during your Library lesson. You 

will be given a username and password that you will need to access the Accelerated Reader website. You will be 

given an opportunity in your library lesson to take the initial Star Assessment to set the level of books you should 

be reading at.  

What if the level I have been given is too easy or hard for me?  

The reading levels are calculated by the Accelerated Reader computer programme. There is a wide range of books 

to read in the School Library, most of which are in the Accelerated Reading Scheme.  If you read a book at the 

start of your level and manage to get 85% or more in the comprehension quiz, you should read books further up 

your given level. You will be re-assessed twice during the school year and hopefully your reading level will 

improve. If you are struggling to understand the books you are reading and getting poor comprehension quiz 

results, you will need to concentrate on books at the beginning of your level and aim to pass the quizzes before 

moving up your level. 

 I have finished a book. What do I do?  

We recommend that you take the comprehension quiz on your finished book within 48 hours of finishing it. You 

cannot do quizzes at home, so you will need to visit the school library during break or lunch time to complete the 

quiz. You may be allowed to take quizzes during tutor time or English lessons at the discretion of your teacher.  

What are the book levels and how do I know if a book is in Accelerated Reader?  

The majority of books in the school library are labelled for Accelerated Reader. Look out for the coloured 

rectangular sticker at the top of the book spine that shows you the book level. The coloured sticker indicates the 

range it is in. You can easily check if a book is in AR either by asking the Librarian or by searching for it on 

www.arbookfind.co.uk.  

How much time should I spend reading?  

You should read as much as possible - ideally for at least half an hour every day.  We give you 20 minutes at the 

start of every English lesson to read as well as one tutor time a week.  

What does the school do to encourage my reading?  

There are a number of incentives organised to encourage your reading. For every book you successfully read (i.e. 

get 60% or more in the quiz), you will earn points – and points mean prizes!  You will be given a target for total 

points to reach each term.  There are many rewards presented in assemblies for students who are reading 

successfully and making progress. As you pass quizzes, the A/R scheme remembers how many words you have 

read.  We reward any pupil who reads more than a million words with a Word Millionaire badge and lots of 

prizes! 

How will this help me? 

We believe that confident reading is the key to success in your exams at school, and in your future life.   

The more you read, the more you will be able to understand.  Your vocabulary will improve, you will be more 

confident and you will be better prepared for life after Pittville. 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/

