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25th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Parent Update – Return to school March 2021  
 
We were delighted to hear the announcement that children will begin returning to school from Monday, 8th 
March 2021. We are currently working on our plans for reopening and testing and will update you with more 
details next week.   I thought it was worthwhile updating parents/carers on what we know to date and 
providing you with an outline of what form our plans for the return to school will take.  
  
The Government is intending to reduce the spread of the virus, and provide time for schools to set up the 
rapid testing facilities which will offer some reassurance to students, parents, staff and the wider community.  
Secondary schools will begin a staggered reopening for all students from Monday 8th March. This is intended 
to enable schools to test all students (who have given consent) upon their return to school using lateral flow 
tests.  Students will be tested three times upon their return with each test 3-5 days apart. Once students are 
familiar with how to undertake the LFD tests, they will be issued with home testing kits so they can test 
themselves at home twice a week (see section on home- testing in this letter). 
 
Consent to test  
Testing is entirely voluntary. However, the DfE are encouraging everyone to take part. If you consent to your 
child(ren)s’ participation in testing, please complete the consent form which can be found on Edulink. Please 
complete the consent form on Edulink by 12pm on Tuesday, 2nd March and read the documentation 
mentioned in the consent form which can be found here:  
 
https://www.pittville.gloucs.sch.uk/coronavirus 
 
Please note you will need to provide your consent again, even if you have previously given your 
consent, for this next stage in mass testing. We will only offer the lateral flow test to those from whom 
we have consent. We need all students to either give consent or decline consent to avoid any confusion or 
additional administration.  
 
Staggered Return from Monday 8 March  
Our priority is to bring students back to school quickly but also safely and we want to minimise contact 
between students prior to them receiving their first test.  
 
The DFE informed schools yesterday that some testing could take place during the week beginning 1st March. 
Below is a roadmap of when year groups will be invited into school for testing and their intended return to 
on site lessons. Students will be invited in for testing in tutor groups next week. Students will conduct the 
first test and then return home, in preparation for return to school from the week commencing the 8th of 
March. We will send further information next week with more detail about timings etc. 
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Year 
Group 

Lateral Flow 
Test 1 

Last Day of 
Remote 
Learning 

Return to 
onsite 
lessons 

Lateral Flow Test 
2 (completed 
during the school 
day) 

Lateral Flow Test 
3 (completed 
during the 
school day) 

Year 11 Wed 3rd Fri 5th Mon 8th Mon 8th Thurs 11th 

Year 10 Thurs 4th Mon 8th Tue 9th Tues 9th Fri 12th 

Year 9 Fri 5th Tues 9th Wed 10th Wed 10th Mon 15th 

Year 8 Thurs 4th Mon 8th Tue 9th Tues 9th Fri 12th 

Year 7 Wed 3rd Fri 5th Mon 8th Mon 8th Thurs 11th 

 
Please note that children of key worker and vulnerable children should continue to attend 
school as normal.  
 
Remote learning 
As students return to school from 8th March remote learning will continue to be offered via Show My 
Homework for the days students are not in school.  For obvious reasons the remote learning offer will be 
different because some students will be in school and others at home. We will update you with more detailed 
plans next week. 
 
Home Testing  
When students return they will be given lateral flow testing kits which they can use at home. These are easy 
to administer and give results in approximately 30 minutes. Ideally students will take the test twice a week 
before school. However, we recommend the first time you take a test that you do it in the evening to give 
you time to go through the process.  
 
Once you have taken the test you will need to register the results via the NHS App which can be downloaded 
onto your phone or tablet. Parents/carers will also have a duty to inform the school of the test result. Further 
details on how to report test results will be issued in due course.  
 
Extension to the guidance on Face coverings  
As part of the re-opening guidance the use of face coverings has been extended to inside classrooms where 
social distancing cannot be maintained:  
“….we now also recommend in those schools, that face coverings should be worn in classrooms or during 
activities unless social distancing can be maintained. This does not apply in situations where wearing a face 
covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.”  
 
Please ensure that your child has a clean face-covering each day and is aware of how to remove and wear 
it safely.  Those who are medically exempt from wearing face coverings will not be expected to wear them.  
 
We will update you with more details over the coming days and we look forward to welcoming students back 
to school. We will be issuing an amended parental PowerPoint as we did in September during the week 
commencing 1 March. We will be following similar procedures to those adopted in the Autumn term with 
regards to our protective measures. These are procedures that all families and students are familiar with and 
proved to be effective in supporting us all in minimising the risk of potential transmission. 
We recognise these are exceptionally challenging times and hopefully, by working together over the coming 
months, we can start to return to some sort of normality for our community.  
 
Thank you for all of your continued support.  
 
 
 
R Gilpin 
Headteacher 

 


