
 
 
 
30th April 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you enjoyed a restful Easter break. I am writing at the end of the second week back 
in school. Aspects of life are continuing to open up for all of use and it is most welcome.  
 
We are beginning to think about starting to host some events in school; more PE clubs are 
running and students in the lower school are beginning to go to more lessons in specialist 
rooms escorted by staff. We are also starting to plan for the second half of the summer term 
and hopefully being able to run events such as a Year 11 Prom, sports day and activities week 
in some way, shape or form. Today we have taken delivery of some new outside table tennis 
tables and we are waiting on some more outside seating for students.  
 
We continue to wear facemasks in classrooms and around the building; we hope this will ease 
over the coming months.  I will continue to keep you updated as guidance changes. In the 
meantime, you will find some updates and reminders on life in school in the rest of this letter.   
 
Year 8 into 9 Curriculum Decisions Process  
Please accept our apologies for the delay in issuing information regarding the Year 8 into 9 
curriculum decisions process. We had intended to work to a deadline of the 30th April for 
students to make their decisions.  On reflection – this did not give sufficient time for curriculum 
teams to ensure that both parents and students had access to all the information they would 
need to make an informed decision. We recognise the significance of these choices and so 
want to ensure that we get the process right.  We will be writing early next week to share a 
revised timeline for the completion of the curriculum decisions process.  
Thank you for your understanding.                                   Mr Eagleton, Deputy Headteacher  
 
Parking at the back of school- Cakebridge Road 
A number of residents on Cakebridge Road (where Year 7 and 8 leave school) have contacted 
me to ask if I would ask that parents and carers to be conscious of where they park and wait 
in cars at the end of the school day. Residents are asking parents /carers to be mindful about 
blocking their drives and about not parking in the middle of the road. We want to ensure that 
students are safe as they leave the school site.   
 
Reminders:  

• Water bottles-Can I remind students of the need to bring in a refillable water bottle 
especially as hopefully the weather begins to warm up. 

• Equipment -Students are reminded to bring the correct equipment at the start of the 
school day (pens, pencils and rulers). Students should be properly equipped for the 
day’s lessons.  

• Medical room-Can I remind students that if they feel unwell they should let their 
teacher know and we will take the appropriate action and, if necessary, contact 
parents. Students should not contact home using a mobile phone. 

 



Heads Up Cheltenham  
A local community group, ‘Heads Up Cheltenham’ has just launched a year-long campaign to 
foster good mental health and wellbeing across the whole town. To kick the campaign off 
people who live and work in Cheltenham are being invited to take part in a wellbeing survey, 
called #CheltenhamUnmuted to assess how people are feeling. Students are being 
encouraged to support this community-wide project by completing the short online survey 
before 7 May 2021: www.cheltenham.gov.uk/heads-up. Click on the link for further 
information.  
 
National survey of children, The Big Ask 
The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big 
Ask – the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out 
children’s concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart 
of our country’s recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
All schools are encouraged to support their pupils to complete this survey by clicking here.  
 
Laptops for Learning Scheme 
Pittville School is a proud supporter of the #LaptopsForLearning scheme. Please see the 
attached flyer for more details. The COVID-19 pandemic has seen a change in the way 
students learn through the use of IT equipment and a requirement to access the internet 
across all our schools. The need for young people to have access to IT devices for learning 
from home will not disappear following the pandemic. Help us to support the education of all 
Cheltenham’s young students through giving them access to IT devices. 
 
Pittville Community Book Club  
This week saw the second meeting of the Pittville Community Book Club, founded to enable 
students, teachers and parents alike to take part in a shared reading experience and try some 
lesser-known award-winning titles for children and young adults.  
 
The second book up for discussion was 'Lampie' by Annet Schaap and it was well-received by 
everyone! The fairy-tale elements drew comparisons with The Secret Garden and participants 
loved the inclusion of pirates and mermaids with a darker twist that saved the book from 
being twee.  
 
The next book is 'Freedom' by Catherine Johnson. The blurb is as follows: When Nat is sent 
to England with his master, he dares to dream that life will be different. But being a slave in 
London is not much better than in Jamaica, and Nat jumps at his first chance to run. Finally 
free, he hears the story of a nightmare slave ship, The Zong, and meets the people fighting 
to get justice for those on board... will the world continue to turn a blind eye to the horrors 
of slavery? And can Nat really evade his master forever? 
 
This is the perfect time to read this important book - please do get involved! Copies are 
available to borrow from Ms Brinkworth at sbrinkworth@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk. We would love 
to see more parents reading alongside their children. Why not read the book too? 
 
The next meeting will be held in June - hopefully in person, but subject to the latest updates 
on Covid restrictions. Thanks for your support and happy reading!              Miss Wheelwright 
 
Have a restful weekend. 
 
Mr Gilpin 
Headteacher 
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