
   
 

   
 

 

 
 

Pittville School 

NEWSLETTER – December 2021 
 

 
It has been a busy half term; I think everyone is in need of a rest. Whilst everyone has been longing to 
be back to normal it feels that life is still presenting us with challenges at the moment. It is a busy time 
in school.  I have been pleased with the way the school has moved back to normal breaks and lunches 
(with some teething problems); it has been good to see students being able to socialise together once 
more.  
 
We will still be encouraging students to wear facemasks after the holiday and ask that students bring 
their own masks (and spares if necessary). I will keep you updated via Edulink over the holiday if there 
is any change to the guidance for schools. Hopefully there won’t be. In the meantime, you can read 
about how we will test students, upon their return to school in January, in the section below. We 
encourage all students to take lateral flow tests on Sunday, 2nd January in order to be able to book PCR 
tests (should it be necessary) before the start of the return to school on Wednesday, 5thJanuary 2022. 
 
I hope you are able to enjoy a peaceful and safe festive season. Happy New Year to all in the Pittville 
School community. 
 
Mr Gilpin 
 
 
 
 

This is an ambitious plan because it means testing over 800 students, therefore we will be implementing 
a staggered return to school in January to accommodate the testing 

• Year 7 and Year 11 students will come into school on Tuesday, 4th January as per the schedule 

outlined below and return home.  They will come into school as normal on Wednesday, 5th 

January. See information below. 

• Year 8 and Year 10 students will return to school as normal on Wednesday, 5th January and will 

be tested in school on that day. 

• Year 9 students will return to school as normal on Thursday, 6th January and will be tested in 

school on that day. 

Individuals should not retest via LFD for 90 days after a PCR positive result.  If you child receives a 
positive PCR result during the school holidays please ensure you notify the school.  If they develop new 
symptoms of COVID-19 they should self-isolate and seek a PCR test. 
 
Year 7 and 11 Please note: 

• Students will be invited into school for their test in tutor group order. 
• It is vital students attend this appointment. 
• If students fail to attend this appointment, they will be tested when they are in school. 
 
Please see the table below for your child’s testing time and venue. 

 
 
 
 

Covid testing at start of Spring term -January 2022 



   
 

   
 

 
 

Tuesday 4th January Tuesday 4th January 

Test in Gym 
 
7Ab1 – 9.00am 
7Ab2 – 9.30am 
7As1 – 10.00am 
7Li1 – 10.30am 
7Li2 – 11.15am 
7St1 – 11.45am 
7St2 – 12.15pm 

Test in Hall 
 
11Ab1 – 9.00am 
11Ab2 – 9.30am 
11As1 – 10.00am 
11As2 – 10.30am 
11Li1 – 11.15am 
11Li2 – 11.45am 
11Li3 – 12.15pm 

 
 
Any positive cases identified during this testing phase will have to self-isolate and source a PCR test. 
 
Consent for Testing 
We have sent out all of the information regarding consent previously and we would like to thank 
parents/carers who have completed the consent form.  However, there are still a significant number of 
students for whom we do not have consent and I ask you to complete this as a matter of urgency.  This 
can be completed on Edulink in the forms section, previous consents can also be viewed here.  
 
I want to make it clear that the school cannot and will not insist that a lateral flow test is done but the 
government highly recommends that parents’ consent to these tests. 
 
For more information on lateral flow testing and asymptomatic testing. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-
settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings 

 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms 

 
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/covid-19-coronavirus/information-schools-colleges-and-universities/covid-
19-information-schools-and 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Members of our CHANGE (Captivating Hope and Gaining Equality) group visited GCHQ on 6th 
December to share good practice with their Equality and Diversity team and to meet the Director to ask 
what he is doing to tackle discrimination at GCHQ. The pupils gave feedback on GCHQ’s 10-year action 
plan and also took on board some ideas for improvements we can make here at Pittville. The pupils 
asked some challenging questions about how to tackle discrimination, why the leadership team at 
GCHQ isn’t more diverse and if the Director believes Boris Johnson should be Prime Minister in the light 
of some of his past sexist and racist comments.  
 
The day was really thought provoking and has inspired us to keep on working hard in school to ensure 
equality for all. The pupils were fantastic - real advocates for the school and for what we are trying to 
achieve here. This demonstrates how creative and positive young minds are. A huge well done to Edie 
Hawkins, Isaac Devereux, Jake Crumpler, Eleanor Nyathi, Isobel Attwood, Barkhiya Tariq, Freddie 
Plaskett, Taya O’Neill and Sam Omoruyi. If you want to know more about the projects the group are 
working on or get involved, please contact change@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  

Pittville Change group visits GCHQ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/covid-19-coronavirus/information-schools-colleges-and-universities/covid-19-information-schools-and
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/covid-19-coronavirus/information-schools-colleges-and-universities/covid-19-information-schools-and
mailto:change@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk


   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Students enjoyed Christmas lunch on Wednesday, 8 December. The sounds of Christmas were ringing 
out from the school canteen and there was some terrific Christmas knitwear on display. Mr Gilpin’s 
jumper created quite a stir.   
 
The following Year 7 students Abbott – Sam Harrod Pike 7Ab1, Aston – Abbie Broom 7As1 
Livingstone – Edie Ursell 7Li2 and Stokes – Ben Chapman 7St1 made a terrific job of decorating the 
Pittville Christmas tree. 
 
At the time of writing plans are in hand for a virtual Christmas concert. Watch out for details on the 
website.   
 

 

 
 
 
Our students continue to progress from strength to strength in extra-curricular clubs and fixtures. On 
Friday, 12th November, several students attended the annual cross-country district trials at St. Edwards’s 
Junior School.  In the words of Mr Kavanagh, ‘they ran so well and could not give any more!’ A special 
mention and congratulations to Olivier (Y7) and Louis (Y8) who both qualified for county trials. This is a 
first for Pittville and we managed to secure two places!  
 
Well done for all the students that participated; for Year 7, Olivier, Kevin and Sylvie; for Year 8, Kuba, 
Louis, Ivayla and Lexie; for Year 9, Callum, Rhys, Calixte and Esme; and for Year 10, Hanora, Olivia and 
Max. Mr Kavanagh and Mr Beadle. In addition, we also have recent successes to celebrate with Olivier 
and Louis both representing Cheltenham District Cross Country Team in county trials on 5th December. 
 
We do not limit ourselves to athletics though, we are also celebrating recent success with Callum Jones, 
Y9 in canoeing and kayaking; and Monty Bedwell, Y11 in skiing. Well done! 
 
 

The success just keeps on coming! We are extremely proud of Millie Short, year 11, who has recently 
become a gold medallist, boxing national champion! Millie has been supported by CASS & Friends 
(Cotswold Athletes Support Scheme) a local charity that aims to promote health for young people aged 
12 to 18 years, living in the Cotswolds. In the words of Mr Piper, ‘clearly the extra support is doing 
wonders!’ 
 
Danny Short, year 8, has recently confirmed sponsorship from CASS & Friends too and has wasted no 
time in securing a bronze medal in the School Boys National Championships and a gold medal in the 
Barum Box Cup. Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Success 

Christmas Celebrations at Pittville 



   
 

   
 

 
 
In addition to sporting successes we have also recently seen some superb efforts with English homework 
from Nicole Hinchliffe, 8As2. Mr Tunwell was impressed to see the survival guide created by Nicole. Well 
done Nicole! 
 

    
 

  
 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
Y11 completed two weeks’ worth of mock exams in November. Students conducted themselves superbly 
and ensured that they made the best use of this time. We look forward to sharing news of their 
achievements with parents before the end of term. Look out for further details. 
 
 
 
 
Starting on Monday 10th January 2022 - Year 10 students will be sitting assessments across their full 
suite of subjects.  

• These assessments will be conducted across a two-week window (running until Friday 26th 
January).  

• These assessments will be conducted in class in formal conditions with provision made for those 
students requiring additional time and / or individual access arrangement. 

• The assessments that students sit will be standardised across each curriculum area and are 
designed to inform the reporting cycle that will follow - providing students, parents and staff 
with an understanding of the progress made across the duration of their KS4 courses and the 
next steps that will need to be taken to support students in making sustained progress moving 
forward.  

Please note: These assessments are not designed to be a full mock examination series where 
students complete examination papers in the hall under high control invigilation. We intend for this 
more formal assessment point to take place during the first week of June 2022. 
 
Prior to the Christmas break - curriculum teams will be making students aware of when in the two-
week January window their assessments will be taking place and providing both revision materials and 
guidance on how to revise effectively. The booklet and information guide are available on the school 
website by following the link from the news section. 
 
 
 
 

Y11 Mocks 

Cheltenham FoodBank 

Year 10 Assessments  



   
 

   
 

Due to additional Covid precautions Cheltenham FoodBank have provided the following information 
regarding accessing their centres.  
 
“We have decided to return to low-contact only arrangements at all our foodbank centres.  This means 
that we will give people food parcels at the door rather than inviting them into the foodbank.  We will 
do all we can to be sure that parcels are ready and waiting so that no-one has to hang around in bad 
weather. 
 
Please remind people that they should wear a face-covering when they visit the foodbank unless, of 
course, they are exempt.” 
 

 
 
 
 

Gloucestershire College has hosting open evenings at their campuses over the coming months. If any of 
our Year 11 students and parents/carers are interested check out the dates below: 
January 
Gloucester campus – Monday, 17th January, 5pm-8pm; Forest of Dean campus- Monday, 
24th January, 5pm-8pm; Cheltenham campus – Wednesday, 26th January, 5pm-8pm. 
 
March 
Apprenticeship Open Evening, Wednesday 16th March/ 5pm-8pm.  
 
May 
Gloucester campus – Monday, 16th May, 5pm-8pm. 
 

Further details can be obtained by contacting the College direct, info@gloscol.ac.uk or by calling 0345 
155 2020. 
 
 
 
 

Gloucestershire Youth Support Team and Shaw Trust are running family drop in sessions throughout 
December. Please see the attached poster that gives more details. 
 
file:///C:/Users/jhamblin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UX9BQA1D/Walk%2
0In%20Wednesdays%20poster.pdf  

  
 

 
 
  

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online-from your weekly shop to your annual holiday-
you could be raising free donations for Pittville School with easyfundraising?  
There are over 4,000 shops and sites on board ready to donate -including eBay, Argos, John Lewis, 
Booking.com and M&S- and it won’t cost you a penny extra to help us raise funds.  
 
All you need to do is: 
 

1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/search/cause/?q=pittville+school&cat=cause  and 

join for free 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start 

shopping. 

PTFA – Easy fundraising opportunities 

Gloucestershire College Open Evenings 

Walk in Wednesdays 

mailto:info@gloscol.ac.uk
file:///C:/Users/jhamblin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UX9BQA1D/Walk%20In%20Wednesdays%20poster.pdf
file:///C:/Users/jhamblin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UX9BQA1D/Walk%20In%20Wednesdays%20poster.pdf
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/search/cause/?q=pittville+school&cat=cause


   
 

   
 

3. After you have checked out, the retailer will donate to Pittville School, at no extra cost to you. 

4. There are no catches or hidden charges and Pittville School will be really grateful for your 

donation. 

5. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Christmas 2021 raffle. You may have noticed already that our Jingle Bell Raffle was 

launched last week. As we are sadly not able to hold a Christmas Fair this year, here is the opportunity 

to support the school by purchasing raffle tickets. 

Pittville School have given us at FOPS an exciting wish list for this academic year and we need your 

help to try to get as much of this for the children as we can, and in return, you could be in receipt of 

one of our fabulous raffle prizes, donated by parents and friends of Pittville. 

Our fundraising will focus on three things that have been requested, that will benefit the children in 

their downtime during the school day: 

Picnic table, football table, tennis table. 

So, if you have not had the chance to purchase your tickets yet or want more information on the 

prizes, please do so by clicking on the link below: 

https://go.rallyup.com/c2a765/Campaign/Details   

Good luck and thank you. 

 

 

 Parents of all students in ALL year groups 7-11 should report an absence either by leaving a message 

on the Attendance office voicemail, 01242 524787 or direct dial or by 
emailing achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk   
  

Parents should contact the attendance officer on the first day of absence and on any subsequent days. 
Any students arriving late for school must sign in at student reception with the attendance officer.  
  

Please note any requests for holiday should be directed to the headteacher.  
  

 

  

When students are attending an appointment during school time, parents must let school know 
beforehand. Please either send a letter with your child (who should show it to their tutor and then 
hand it in at main reception when they sign out) or email achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk detailing the 
time, what the appointment is for, who will be collecting them, and the expected time of return.  

 

 

Dates for your diary: 
 
Tuesday 4th January, Y7 and Y11 Student lateral flow testing – see details above 

PTFA Christmas raffle  

https://go.rallyup.com/c2a765/Campaign/Details
mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk


   
 

   
 

Wednesday 5th January – Term 3 begins. 
Wednesday 12th January – Nasal Flu Vaccine commences – see previous details on edulink. 
 
Pittville Ski Trip - Italy 2023.  

 
Look out for advertisement and info from Mr Nicholls & Mr Kavanagh 

 
  
 
 
  

Follow us on: 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Gilpin 

Stay in touch 


