
 
 

 
 
 

Pittville School 
NEWSLETTER- October 2021 

 
  

 
It has been a busy but rewarding half-term. Once again, the students and staff at Pittville 
have risen to the challenges of the start of the school year and the issues that still exist linked 
to Covid.  
 
We have seen absence rates for both staff and students higher than usual. It is testament to 
all that the school has continued to function well with some adaptations. To ensure that 
learning is not interrupted we have made use of the school hall to cover lessons. This has 
worked well; students have been able to continue with their learning and have been 
exemplary. We have also been able to return to running some school trips (see later in the 
newsletter) which has been great for all concerned. Long may this continue.  
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and to wish you a restful and safe 
half term break. We return to school on Monday, 1st November.  
 
 
 
We are aware of an increasing number of COVID cases in Gloucestershire over the past couple 
of weeks.  Fortunately, the number of cases in our school are still relatively low.  We review 
and adapt our COVID provision constantly to reflect the local circumstances.  The national 
guidance about how schools should be responding remains unchanged.  However, we feel 
that we should be responding to the changing picture. 
 
We continue to: 

• have an enhanced cleaning regime, 
• reiterate to staff the importance of keeping classrooms well ventilated, 
• make use of the carbon dioxide monitors that have been delivered to school, 
• enforce our one-way system in school. 

 
We made the decision last week to no longer have assemblies in the hall until further notice.  
We will not be holding our traditional achievement evening planned for next term but have 
been planning for an alternative way to celebrate our students’ successes.  
 
For students who are isolating, work is being set via Microsoft Teams and for students in 
Years 8 – 11 this may also be set on Show My Homework.  If you have any concerns 
regarding this provision please contact Mr Eagleton in school via 
deagleton@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk. 
 
Finally, we will be reintroducing face masks in corridors and communal areas from Monday 1st 
November.  We will review this precaution once students have received their vaccination.  

Update on Covid situation 
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Should you wish your child to be exempt from wearing a face mask please contact Miss Bottell 
via ebottell@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk.  
 
We will also be reverting back to all students finishing school at 3.10pm from Monday, 1st 
November.  
 
Please be assured that we are doing all we can to minimise risk to students, staff and the local 
community. 
 
 
Year 11 Mocks  
I would like to wish Year 11 every success for their forthcoming mock examinations (15th 
November - 25th November. I know they have been preparing hard and that they will be 
working hard over half term. Good luck. Details of the mock examination timetable can be 
found on the school website. 11  

 
 
 
Our wonderful Friends of Pittville School/PTFA would like to support the school in 
brightening the front grounds of the school. We are asking for students to collect spring 
bulbs over half term and bring them into school to give to their tutors by Friday, 5th 
November. Each house will then be allocated an area at the front of school to plant bulbs. In 
the spring term we will see which is the most colourful area and award a prize to the 
winning house. 
We would welcome any donations of compost to support with the activity. If you have any 
links with garden centres etc. or feel able to donate some compost, please contact Miss 
Daniel on zdaniel@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk.  
 
 
 
 
In Food Preparation and Nutrition, we would like to do our bit for the environment so please 
do encourage your child to bring in suitable reusable containers for the food produced in their 
practical lessons. Miss Kearns and Miss Fry will make sure all students studying food know 
when their practical lesson will fall each week. 
 
 
 
Gloucestershire College is planning open evenings in November, Covid permitting.  Students 
can register their interest for attending on the college website. 
Open evenings in Gloucester 15 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 17:00 UNTIL 
20:00  https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/2021/11/gloucester-campus-
open-evening/   
Gloucester campus open morning  13 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 9:00 UNTIL 
12:00  https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/2021/11/gloucester-campus-
open-morning/    
Cheltenham Campus Open Evening 8 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 17:00 UNTIL 
20:00     https://www.gloscol.ac.uk/news-and-events/events/2021/11/cheltenham-campus-
open-evening/  
 
 
 

Year 11 Mocks 

A plea from the Food and Nutrition department 
 

College Open Evenings-Post 16 

Change of date to school calendar 
 

Year 11 Mocks 

Brightening up our school- Spring Bulb House Competition. 
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Please note a change to the school calendar. The final day of term for the 2021-22 academic 
year will be Thursday, 21st July. This change is due to the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that Gloucestershire County Council has extended the deadline 
to sign up for October Half Term Free School Meal Vouchers up until the 22nd of October at 
midday. 
 
For more information, and to sign up, please visit the Holiday School Meal vouchers page on 
their website.  Furthermore, Gloucestershire County Council has also extended the deadline 
to apply for the COVID-19 Local Support Grant to the 22nd of October at midday. For more 
information as well as what support the grant can offer to families, please click here.  If a 
query is not answered on the website, please do contact GCC at 
childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk where a member of the team will be available to 
answer any queries.   
 
Please note:  Pittville School does not administer this scheme so all queries must be to GCC 
using the links and email above 
 
 

Parking Reques 
I ask that parents/carers do not park in the private drive on Albert Road, opposite the main 
entrance to the school. This is private property and it is causing anxiety to the residents. 
Please also be mindful of parking in East Approach Drive as this area is reserved for residents 
only.    
 
Can I politely request that parents be mindful of the speed with which they drive along Albert 
Road at the end of the school day. I ask all parents/carers to consider the safety of our 
students 
 
 
 
Two year 11 students have been involved in the ‘Spill the Tea’, student-led podcast which 
provides opportunities to interview people of interest from the local community. Students 
have interviewed Reid Darby about the Golden Valley development and Harry Potter’s Luna 
Lovegood - actor and activist Evanna Lynch at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, 
touching on everything from her mental health journey to her activism.  
 
  

 
On Friday, 5th October staff took over 300 students to Drayton manor for the annual reward 
trip. This is recognition of the hard work and resilience of students here at Pittville School. A 
great time was had by all.  
 
 
 
On 15th October Pittville School hosted its first Equality and Diversity day. We welcomed 
four speakers who talked to students about a range of protected characteristics. The aim of 
this day was to ensure students had the opportunity to see inspirational speakers talk about 
their experiences and to celebrate diversity.  

Cheltenham Education Partnership 

Free School Meals 

Parking Requests  

Drayton Manor Reward Trip 

Diversity Day – Friday 15th October 
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The last residential field trip conducted by the geography department was to the Eden Project 
in October 2019. Since then, we have had to cancel and postpone countless field trips due to 
the Covid pandemic. Because of this, just leaving the gates of Pittville School in our two 
minibuses seemed like a major triumph. The trip’s aim was simple: to bring geography to life. 
The three days in the Gower allowed students to experience a peninsula with a dynamic 
coastline. Worms Head and Rhossili Bay allowed them to see some fascinating erosional and 
depositional landforms. They also evaluated Swansea’s SA1 urban regeneration scheme and 
had a tour and a mini lecture on ancient civilization collapse due to climate change at Swansea 
University. Port Eynon’s YHA was their residence, a converted life boat station overlooking the 
sea. In-between the geography they found time to forage, have a beach bonfire and a very 
competitive game of rounders. We look forward to future field trips as outdoor learning really 
does bring geography to life. 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Jack Evans. After a fantastic season, he was selected to represent his 
motocross club in the Big Wheel 85cc class for the National Team Club Event in Doncaster. 
Well done, Jack. 
 
Danny and Millie Short continue to excel in the field of boxing.  At the end of September 
Danny (year 8) travelled to Newcastle to compete in the National Schools’ Boxing 
Championships in an attempt to be crowned the English champion.  He progressed to the 
semi final where he faced a very experienced boxer over three rounds. Danny really held his 
own and even knocked his opponent down in the second round.  The judges gave a verdict 
of a split decision with Danny narrowly losing the fight. Danny said that it was an amazing 
experience and is just a learning step on his journey to greatness.  Danny's sister (Millie 
Short), has also progressed to the national final of her weight category with the fight being 
staged soon.  Good luck, Millie!      
 
Monty Bedwell, Year 11 is a member of the Western counties ski team having caught the bug 
on one of our school ski trips. Monty now does slalom racing for the western counties A team. 
He is the current junior champion for Western counties and showing huge potential. 
Recently he entered a National schools race. Monty very proudly represented Pittville  School 
and secured a personal best time, going sub 20 secs - 19.42 which gave him the best time 
for the under 16 boys. Hopefully this means he will make the finals in the summer.  
Next season he will also be entering some of the national comps - one of his coaches works 
for Snowsport England and thinks he is ready. Well done, Monty! 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Mr Hill (Maths Department) who undertook the challenge task running 
the London marathon on Sunday in a time of 3 hours and 41 minutes. Quite something. Mr 
Hill was raising money for VICTA a small but national charity in the UK that empowers 

children and young adults who are blind or partially sighted and their families. 
 
If you would like to sponsor Mr Hill click here 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JoeHillPemberton 

Sporting Success 

Mr Hill runs the London Marathon 
 

Geography Trips to the Gower 
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On a wet Thursday morning, three weeks ago, a small contingent of Pittville School students 
met to begin their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition. We travelled out to the picturesque 
village of Llangynidr in the Brecon Beacons with the peaks of the mountains around covered 
in a blanket of ominous cloud. 
 
Over the following 3 days they trekked and flawlessly navigated their pre-planned route - 
including the 700 metre summit of Fan y Big - camped in the driving rain, cooked food for 
themselves, used newspaper to dry their sodden boots, and generally battled the elements 
on their way to completing an epic expedition.  
 
They were an exemplary group and worked very hard for each other to keep spirits high 
throughout. An absolute credit to the courage and perseverance of Pittville School students. 
Congratulations to Edie, Finn, Hebe, Freddie, Poppy, Tom, Anika and Alex. A fantastic 
achievement. 

 
 
 
 
A reminder of the following inset days 
Friday, 22nd October  
Friday, 26 November and Monday, 29th November 
 
Have a restful half-term 
 
Mr Gilpin 
 
 
 
 

Duke of Edniburgh Silver Expedition 

Inset Days 


