
   
 

   
 

 
 

Pittville School 

NEWSLETTER – Term 4 2022 
 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and that you have had the opportunity to enjoy some much welcome 
spring sunshine. Again, we have managed incredibly well to get to the end of this term with minimal 
disruption to students. COVID continues to challenge us on a daily basis, but I am proud of how our 
school community has risen to this challenge. Year 11 continues to make us proud and have been working 
extremely hard this term with their mock exams. Have a restful Easter break, when we get there, and I 
look forward to seeing what Term 5 has in store. 
 
We will be making some changes to our uniform policy in September in relation to our school 
skirts.  From September 2022 the only skirt permissible for Y7 will be the pleated skirt and, going 
forward, this will be the only uniform skirt from September 2023 for all students.  Therefore, if you are 
planning to purchase a new school skirt please ensure you purchase the pleated skirt from our school 
uniform providers.  Details of all our uniform and providers can be found on our school website. We 
will write to you with more details and information nearer the time. 
 

 
 
Our Covid numbers amongst both staff and students continues to be very low, in comparison with other 
schools.  
  
We will continue to encourage students to maintain good hand hygiene and will continue to have an 
enhanced cleaning regime around the building. We continue to keep windows and as many doors open 
as possible. As the spring weather continues there will be less need for students to wear coats in lessons. 
 

 
 
We have all been shocked by recent events in Ukraine and as a community, Pittville School has wanted 
to show its support. I am proud of the response from our students and their desire to help, from cake 
sales to raise much needed financial aid to the donations for supplies to be distributed by the Chetenham 
based Ukrainian Church direct to those in Lyviv in need of them. We will continue to support, in whatever 
way we can, and thank you for your support too.  
 
A special mention to two of our students, Phebe and Matthew who recently spoke at a council meeting, 
held at Cheltenham Borough Council, to express their feelings about the current situation in Ukraine.  
 
If you would like to listen to their views please follow the attached link to the Council meeting: 
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=IZyWJCR7218  
 
Well done to Phebe and Matthew, we are proud of you! 

Crisis in Ukraine 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=IZyWJCR7218


   
 

   
 

 
 
Samuel Harrod-Pike, 7Ab1, is a member of the Cheltenham Children’s Choir and was recently involved 
in a performance, at Cheltenham Town Hall, with the English Touring Opera where he performed Bach’s 
St John Passion. Some members of staff were also fortunate enough to hear Sam perform, in school, 
early one morning. It was a delightful way to start the day and everyone commented on his amazing 
talent. Well done Sam! 
 

 
 
We recently held interviews for Balcarras School Sixth Form for some of our year 11 students. We are 
pleased to say the interviews went well and Mr Leatherbarrow, of Balcarras made the following 
observation, “The Y11 students were an absolute credit to themselves and Pittville today.  They 
conducted themselves brilliantly, my colleagues and I were thoroughly impressed and very keen to see 
them meet the terms of the conditional offers they will receive, and hopefully join us in 
September.  Please do pass on to the cohort what a terrific impression they made.” Well done to all of 
our year 11 students that took part. 
 

 
 
Each Tuesday after school, Miss Field hosts an art club, to which all students are welcome. Recent 
activities enjoyed include scribble art, origami bookmarks, wax resists and sgraffito with oil pastels. 
Perhaps this is something that more of our students might consider next term. 
 
In year 7 and 8 we have also received some outstanding homework. The examples below are amazing 
and well done to all the students for their efforts. 
 
Miss King has also been impressed recently with some year 8 homework, following inspiration from 
Damien Hirst, and in year 7 some equally impressive pieces of assessment work on Pop Art. Well done 
everyone. 
 

YEAR 7        YEAR 8 
 

   
 
 
 

Musical Inspiration - Opera 

Year 11 Sixth Form Interviews 



   
 

   
 

ART CLUB 
 

   
 
YEAR 8 Homework 
 

  
 

YEAR 7 Assessments 
 

 



   
 

   
 

Mr Jones has also been impressed recently by the standard of practical work produced, so far, from 
our year 11 GCSE Design & Technology students. The products are currently in the middle of 
completion but here are a few photos of the work in progress. Great work everyone, keep up the high 
standard! 
 
 

   
 

   
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
There has been a lot going on in the library lately! Students have been reading and quizzing using the 
Accelerated Reader system. Our top three students are: Isobel Davies, who has read an impressive 
2,394,173 words; Leah Capewell, who is currently on 1,728,259; and Madison Smith, who is on 864, 
888 words read. A fantastic achievement from these students. 
  
The library hosted a Scholastic Book Fair which was well supported by all year groups. The book sales 
from the fair have generated over £80 of free books for the school, allowing us to continue to update 
our titles.  
 
The Read for Good Readathon has also been running throughout March. Pittville students complete a 
sponsored read in order to support this worthwhile charity which provides books and supports children 
who are in hospital with reading for pleasure. 
  
This March saw the 25th World Book Day and to celebrate there was a literary lunchtime quiz, a book 
themed homework and a Baking Books competition. The book-themed homework pieces were so 
impressive that they are now on display in the library.  
 
The library book groups have just begun shadowing the Carnegie Book Award and had great fun 
unboxing the new shortlisted titles, ready to start reading and deciding on their favourites. 

 
 
 



   
 

   
 

        
 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
The recent Y11 mocks have produced some great successes across the school. In food tech and NEA2 
practical assessments Mrs Fry has been particularly impressed with some high scores achieved and 
impressive menus delivered. Well done to all our students for a sterling effort. 
 

 
 
Our sports teams continue to be busy competing in a range of sports in term four so far. We have 
been impressed with the number of pupils that are continuing to commit to extra-curricular clubs and 
fixtures. 
 
A few highlights to share include a stunning performance from our year 7 netball team who defeated 
ASA on 8th March, 24-0 from the A team and 11-5 from the B team, even with last minute changes 
from Mrs Crowe. Not to be out-done, our Year 8 netball team recently took part in the Invitational 
Tournament at Cotswold School, finishing as runners up after defeating 3 out of 4 teams. The wins 
included a convincing victory against Cleeve, Chipping Norton and Chipping Campden, before a final 
loss to Cotswold. According to Mrs Bury-Brunsdon, the girls were great representatives of our school 
and a delight to spend the afternoon with. Well done. 
 
The Year 9 football team made it to the district semi-finals after finishing top of their league with an 
undefeated run of 4 wins and 1 draw. Apparently, Mr Nicholls was ‘buzzing’. Well done. 
 
Fliss Conibere (9Ab2) and Leigh Powell (9St2) made it to the County Cup football finals in 
Almondsbury. Mr Piper wished both girls and the U14’s Cheltenham Town Ladies every success.  
 
Basketball too has provided recent success with Year 8 and Year 9 teams winning against Balcarras 
with a score of 35-19, Mr Piper was overwhelmed with pride. Well done to everyone who took part. 
 
Further success to celebrate comes in the form of recent judo events involving Hamish Rankin, 9Ab2.  
Hamish, representing Pittville School, took Gold in the British Schools Championships, English Institute, 
Sport Sheffield on 12th March, having secured a Silver medal at the English Open event a week prior to 
this. Hamish’s next goal is to secure a place in the GB Team and we wish him well with this pursuit. 
 
Following his introduction to skiing on his Pittville Ski Trip in Y8, Monty Bedwell, now in Y11, 11Li3, 
continues to go from strength to strength and has been competing in the National Schools Snowsport 
league representing, Pittville Secondary School, in a series of races in downhill slalom skiing. There 
have been 4 races from Dec '21 to March '22 at Matson, the dry ski slope in Gloucester, with similar 
events taking place in 8 other venues across the country. Following his success at county level (he has 
the leading time at Gloucester), he has been invited to compete in the National finals in early May. He 
will be competing in slalom races to try and achieve the quickest possible time for his age category. 
The race takes place at Swadlincote, Derbyshire in early May. Good luck Monty, we wish you every 
success. 
 
We have a busy extra-curricular calendar next term with the return of athletics events, both here and 
at county level. Well done to all pupils that have represented Pittville so far this year.  
 
Fixture Lists: Please see our website for all the details of upcoming fixtures! 
 
 

Y11 Mocks 

Sporting Success 



   
 

   
 

 
 
The 2022 edition of Pittville School’s chess tournament is currently in progress and at a very exciting 
stage, with over thirty entrants from all five year groups, attracting many spectators on a daily basis in 
Room 4. The quarter-final stage has been reached. Mr Hill reports a higher than ever standard and he 
eagerly awaits the crowning of the next Pittville Chess Champion. Well done to everyone that has 
taken part. 
 

 
 
Pittville’s first ever “Code Club” is now in full swing with sessions taking place, after school, every 
Wednesday. We are lucky enough to have 4 professional software engineers from industry in to work 
with Years 7 and 8 students on completing a range of programming challenges, from coding a robot, 
to creating games on Scratch and even learning how to use Python, a text-based programming 
language.  Our students’ creativity and skills have impressed the professionals and even taught them a 
thing or two! If you are interested in joining Code Club, please see Ms Vaughan in Room 43 for further 
information. Excellent work, looking forward to future updates! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Chess 

Code Club 

New York City trip 

 

On March 31st 16 students from Year 9-11 visited the 

bright lights of New York City for five fun filled days. The 

trip had been previously postponed due to Covid 

restrictions, but we got there in the end and boy was it 

worth it!  

The itinerary was jam packed and as soon as we had 

checked in we took to the streets and made our way to 

Central Park for a spot of ice skating. A storm was due to 

strike and threatened to close the rink early on the last 

day of the season but we made it in time and our intrepid 

students took to ice like pros.  

 



   
 

   
 

Day two started with a subway journey to Battery Park to board the ferry for a cultural visit to the 

Statue of Liberty on Liberty Island and the immigration museum on Ellis Island. After exploring 

Downtown and paying our respects at the 9/11 memorial we headed back Uptown to Broadway, where 

we discovered ‘A Whole New World’ in an evening performance of Aladdin.  

Day three began with shopping and taking in the sights of Times Square and 5th Avenue before making 

our way to Madison Square Gardens to watch an epic showdown between the New York Knicks and the 

Cleveland Cavaliers. Unfortunately, the Knicks lost but we cheered them on until the bitter end! That 

evening we scaled the Empire State Building to take in the breath-taking views of the city by night, 

from the observatory on the 86th floor.  

There was a wet start to day four but we rode the subway to Coney Island for an adrenaline filled day 

at Luna Park. The thrill seekers among us rode the Thunderbolt, Slingshot and the historic landmark, 

the Cyclone. Ellen’s Stardust Diner awaited us that evening, where we were serenaded by future 

Broadway stars as we ate dinner.  

Our final day saw us walk the High Line to Chelsea where we sampled the delicacies of the food 

market before we made our way to the airport. The students were impeccably behaved and a real 

credit to the school. One passenger on the plane said they didn’t even realise we were a school party!   

The trip was enjoyed by all and we hope you look back with fond memories in the future. 

 
 

 
 

CARE – Cheltenham Alliance for Race Equality recently hosted a launch event on 10th March to share 
their desires for the future. Despite some nerves the students spoke well, advocating strongly their desire 
for a permanent change and improvement for all. The students shared their points to an esteemed 
audience of councillors, cabinet members from local authorities and local community groups. I could not 
have been more proud of how well our students conducted themselves and represented the CARE group. 
Mrs C. Bury Brunsdon. 
 
The praise does not end there. The following day Councillor Flo Clucas OBE, Cabinet Member 
Communities and Safety, wrote: 
 
“Pittville has done it again! 
 
The young people and staff who created and spoke in the video we saw today were just first class. Their 
understanding and determination to change the way things are was inspirational.  
 
I hope that we will be able to get them to a Council meeting to address Councillors and say how they 
feel, what they see and how today’s experiences changed. 
 
Please thank (Mrs Bury-Brunsdon) and staff for us. Their work has been terrific. 
 
Kind regards”  
 
 
 
 
We echo Councillor Clucas OBE; you are inspirational and we are very proud. 
 

CARE Launch 



   
 

   
 

Further to a recent Edulink message, I can confirm the following PE kit that will be required after the 
Easter break. 
 
Round neck, white with green t-shirt 
Girls - option to wear short sleeved black t-shirt if preferred. 
 
School PE shorts - black with green trim 
School skort or leggings 
Long cycling shorts only - provided they are half-way between the top of the leg and the knee. 
 
School polo tops are not allowed to be worn for PE, this is not part of the PE kit and no 
other polo shirts are allowed. 
 
If you need clarification please contact Mr Piper on spiper@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  
 
In addition to the PE kit changes for Terms 5 and 6, (detailed above), I can also advise that after we 
return from the Easter break students will be allowed to wear the Pittville polo shirt. Remember that 
blazers must be worn over the top. The polo shirt should not act as a replacement for our normal PE kit. 
We are currently contacting our uniform suppliers to check on stock of the polo shirts.  
 
We have updated our uniform expectations and confiscation policy, please see uniform booklet on the 
school website, or follow the link https://www.pittville.gloucs.sch.uk/assets/Uniform-Policy-2022.pdf  
 

 
 
 

Further to a recent Edulink message, we are supporting a scheme to recycle uniform items from our 
Y11 students. If you would consider donating any items of school uniform to the school, for FOPS 
(Friends of Pittville School), to recycle once your son/daughter has left the school in the summer, 
please deliver items to our main reception area to be collected. 
In particular, stocks are currently low on blazers, ties and PE kit, all of which are in popular demand. 
Thank you for your support. Mr Watkins. 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever considered working in a school? Are you considering a change in career? 
 
We currently have several vacancies at Pittville School and there may be something that interests you. 
Take a look at the vacancies page on our website, where you will find more details, and if you are 
interested please contact jobs@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

 

Almost the end of another term and FoPs have been busy working away this term.  
  
The new table football and table tennis tables have been bought and we have on good authority are 
being used lots and appreciated! We have even heard that more are on order! 
   

Friends of Pittville School News 

Term 5 and 6 School Uniform and PE Kit  

Recycling School Uniform 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacancies 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:spiper@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
https://www.pittville.gloucs.sch.uk/assets/Uniform-Policy-2022.pdf
mailto:jobs@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk


   
 

   
 

The spring bulbs are coming up nicely in the flower beds at the front of the school.  If you are on site 
at all, do look! 
Monthly tuck shops are going down nicely with the kids. All items range from 10p to £1. The next one 
will be on Friday 29 April, reminders will come out nearer the time.  
  
As the seasons are changing, a reminder to donate any grown out of uniform to the 2nd hand uniform 
sale. They can be contacted through fops.pittville@gmail.com or through the Facebook group. Any 
grown out of non-school clothing can be bagged up and put in the green clothes recycling bin by the 
netball courts on site.  
  
Finally, we are slowly building funds into the InvestMyCommunity pot, of which all money goes back 
into the school – if you feel you can set up a regular donation (or even a one off), for any amount, it 
all helps! Scan the QR code, below, for quick access to the site on your smartphone. If you would like 
to get involved with FoPs or have an idea you would like to share, we meet once a term and our next 
catch up is on Wednesday 27 April at 7:30pm in The Plough, Prestbury.  All are welcome! 
 

 
 
 
Considering booking a family trip away over the Easter holidays? The trainline.com booking service 
have shared the following guide that saves money on train tickets and child fare information. 
 
https://www.thetrainline.com/trains/great-britain/family-train-tickets 

 

 
 

Parents of all students in ALL year groups 7-11 should report an absence either by leaving a message 
on the Attendance office voicemail, 01242 524787,  or direct dial or by 
emailing achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk   
  

Parents should contact the attendance officer on the first day of absence and on any subsequent days. 
Any students arriving late for school must sign in at student reception with the attendance officer.  
Please note any requests for holiday should be directed to the headteacher.  
  

  

When students are attending an appointment during school time, parents must let school know 
beforehand. Please either send a letter with your child (who should show it to their tutor and then 
hand it in at main reception when they sign out) or email achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk detailing the 
time, what the appointment is for, who will be collecting them, and the expected time of return.  

 
Dates for your diary: 
 
End of term 4 – Friday, 8th April, 2022. 
Term 5 starts – Monday, 25th April, 2022. 
Week commencing 6th June – Cheltenham Science Festival Week 
 
 
 
 
 

Family rail trips 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fops.pittville@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F944367348916291&data=04%7C01%7CJHamblin%40pittville.gloucs.sch.uk%7C1d1032a138e944192f6108da1613bb89%7Cb1ebee9e650a4190963aa8825ef657ff%7C0%7C0%7C637846571887236609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BU8OXESrZcEdvNdX8SeqVMMjfoHVkvy8iq2xReA05nc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.investmycommunity.com%2Ffundraise%2Fpittville-school-pta-2770&data=04%7C01%7CJHamblin%40pittville.gloucs.sch.uk%7C1d1032a138e944192f6108da1613bb89%7Cb1ebee9e650a4190963aa8825ef657ff%7C0%7C0%7C637846571887236609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1w3M3UMp%2F%2FJZeuJG3KkXOAok0SYSgB%2FIbSlGbh4n4ho%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetrainline.com%2Ftrains%2Fgreat-britain%2Ffamily-train-tickets&data=04%7C01%7CJHamblin%40pittville.gloucs.sch.uk%7C07e2483290d04dd2db8708da130ccadc%7Cb1ebee9e650a4190963aa8825ef657ff%7C0%7C0%7C637843242911766862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BXSsG8V79TmjELAMSAzK%2FqHECrjC6Heunx6X6iIjPE4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk


   
 

   
 

  
 
 
  

Follow us on:     Friends of Pittville: 
 

    
 
 
 

Stay in touch 


