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Pittville School 

NEWSLETTER – Term 2 2023 
        Part two 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been another busy half term and I think everyone is in need of a rest. I hope you are 
able to enjoy a peaceful and safe festive season. Happy New Year to all in the Pittville School 
Community.  
 
Mr Gilpin 
 
 
 
We are pleased to welcome to our team,  Mr Grewar who joins us as a music teacher. 

Greetings, Goeie dag, Dumelang   

I’m Ian Grewar, the new Music Teacher. I moved to Cheltenham a little more than a month 
ago from South Africa. I’m married and I have a son turning 4 in January.   

I’m a violinist and violist and have played in and led many orchestras and ensembles in 
the past. One of my fondest memories, as a member of the South African National Youth 
Orchestra, I had the privilege to perform under the baton of Sir Roger Norrington. My 
musical taste is quite diverse, I enjoy anything from Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto, the 
soundtracks to the Lord of the Rings and Skyrim, The Greatest Showman, Gorillaz, Billy 
Talent, Genesis, Imagine Dragons – anything goes.   

So why choose music? Music is the absolute form of communication; it transcends language 
and connects emotion. Music provokes passion and feeds imagination, ambition, and 
possibility. My dream for the school is to grow a thriving music department, build an 
exceptional school orchestra, a rocking band, and a brilliant choir. I’m ecstatic to be a part 
of Pittville School’s performing arts department. 

Kind regards 

Mr Grewar 
 
 
 
We are sorry to say farewell to Mr McKnight, Curriculum Lead – RE. Mr McKnight is leaving us 
after 20 years loyal service as a History and RE teacher, as well as a tutor for Aston House. 
We shall miss his professionalism, attention to detail and sense of humour. Thank you, Mr 
McKnight, for all your efforts, over many years, and best wishes for the future from the Pittville 
community. 
A few words from Mr McKnight: 
 
“A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away, a young man (well younger) started his 
apprenticeship in the dark side of the force and became a teacher.  I have come to the end 
of the road, and I must say, that although I am looking forward to my retirement, it is with 
a lot of sadness.  It has been a very rewarding career but it has not always been easy. I 
have had many jobs before teaching, HM forces, the fire and rescue service, and the sports 

Welcome to Mr Grewar 
 
 
 
 

Farewell to Mr McKnight 
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and leisure industry but I can honestly say none of these compared to the hard work and 
dedication, shown by teachers; teaching has been so rewarding and it has been a privilege 
to work at such a great school.  I know the staff, at Pittville, will continue to make the 
school such a great place for young people to develop and thrive. 
 
So for now I will tidy my desk one last time, turn the lights out in room 13 and leave my 
keys for someone else to carry the baton. 

Adeus,  Steve          
 
 
 
The school has been getting ready for Christmas. Some of our Year 7 students helped Mr 
Tibbotts decorate trees in our reception area and games quads. The trees look very festive 
and the students did a great job, well done to you all. 
 

     
 

 
Fantastic job from Isla Sutton, Ruby Bryant, Cherish Halford, Kai Woodland, Zeke Cowe and 
Jack Starczewski, all year 7. 

Christmas arrives at Pittville 
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Thursday 8th December saw another Pittville tradition, the Christmas Jumper and lunch day. 
The sounds of Christmas flooded the corridors from the canteen and students and staff wore 
some very fetching Christmas knitwear. Mr Gilpin looked festive too in his Christmas jumper! 
 
This year, and in light of the current financial situation, we decided that instead of asking for 
monetary donations for Christmas Jumper Day students and staff could voluntarily bring in 
an item of non-perishable goods for Cheltenham Foodbank. Our site staff delivered these to 
St. Pauls Church. Thank you to everyone that supported this worthy cause. 
 
Another Christmas tradition at Pittville is the annual Christmas card design competition. 
Students did not disappoint and several entries were received by Miss King. 
 
Mr Gilpin had the very difficult task of judging the entries. The final decision saw 1st place 
awarded to Alina, 2nd place awarded to Abigail and joint third place awarded to Amelia and 
Marta. Outstanding effort from everyone who submitted an entry. Well done to you all. 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First place winner - Alina 
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This year has seen the introduction of independent study, an afterschool event which takes 
place every Monday and Thursday in our canteen. We talk to students regularly about the 
importance of becoming independent learners and the skills they need to develop in order to 
do so. As you know, we also expect students to spend time beyond their lessons on 
homework and preparation for assessments. Independent study provides an opportunity for 

Independent Study 
 
 
 
 

Second place - Abigail 

Joint third place – Amelia and 
Marta 
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all students to work in a welcoming environment, complete with laptops and other resources 
to support learning, refreshments and support from staff. We have a good number of 
students who attend every week now and we would like to see this number grow, to 
develop a real 'learning atmosphere' for our students to continue their learning beyond the 
classroom. Please come along in January to try out one of our sessions! 
Mrs Kavanagh and Mrs Pitt 
 
 
 
The geography department will be taking 48 Year 9 students to the Natural History Museum 
in London on Wednesday 14th December. This is an exciting opportunity for students to 
further their understanding of plate tectonics, volcanoes and earthquakes which they have 
been studying this term. If time allows, students will also be able to go back in time and visit 
some dinosaurs. Mr Litherland  
 
 
 
In association with Cheltenham Education Partnership, seven year 8 and 9 students 
attended a Cyber Workshop taster day at the Advance Digital Academy, Gloucestershire 
College.  Students took part in three workshops.  Their first was led by Gloucestershire 
college staff, who taught students about cyber security on their own devices, and how you 
can track the traffic coming in and out of a computer in order to spot any suspicious 
connections. 
 
The second workshop included a practical activity from BAE systems, whereby students had 
to work together to intercept communications and crack a cipher in order to prevent a 
ransomware attack. 
 
Finally, students listened to an apprentice cyber security expert about their journey from 
school into a career in cyber. 
   
It was a great day full of practical activities and interesting information about cyber 
security.  Students were really impressed with the state-of-the-art facilities at the college 
and we look forward to further collaboration with them later on in the year. Ms Vaughan  
 

 
 

Geography Natural History Museum trip 
 
 
 
 

Cyber Workshop Taster 
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It has been an enjoyably busy end to the term in English. Congratulations are due to 
students for maintaining their focus and effort right into the final week and producing some 
impressive work in the classroom and at home. Our next round of Austen Awards, which will 
be announced soon after the Christmas break, will recognise some of these successes. 
 
Students in Years 8, 9 and 11 have recently completed in-class assessments whilst the past 
few weeks have also seen another Year 11 theatre trip and the culmination of an exciting 
KS3 competition. 
 
Alongside this term’s study of ‘The Odyssey’ our Year 7 students were given the opportunity 
to enter ‘Ovid for All’. Organised by the Bristol Classics Hub, a department within Bristol 
University, this competition invited students to create an artefact in response to one of the 
stories from Ovid. ‘Echo and Narcissus’, ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’ and ‘Pandora’s Box’ 
emerged as the most popular choices. Over one hundred of our students entered the 
competition, demonstrating creativity and insight. Artefacts included sculpture, original 
writing, pictures, and collages, as well as an impressive range of cakes which, in a few 
cases, we were even able to taste. Delicious they were too! Unfortunately, it is not possible 
to name every student who impressed the judges, but four students were shortlisted for the 
regional award: Bella Cambridge, Imogen Ferkin, Izzie Godding and Dylan Jolly. 
Congratulations to all students who entered, to these four students, and especially to Bella 
whose work was judged the overall winner for our school. 
 
We will certainly support the ‘Ovid for All’ competition again in the autumn of 2023 when it 
will be open to all students in Years 7, 8 and 9. 
 
On Friday 2nd December, forty-three Year 11 students attended a performance of ‘An 
Inspector Calls’ at the Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham. Based on a production which was 
first staged at the National Theatre, and which its director, Stephen Daldry described as ‘a 
call to arms for collective responsibility against wild, unregulated, and purely profit-driven 
selfishness’, this remarkable performance reminded us of how relevant and powerful 
Priestley’s messages remain today. The students were rightly praised for their high 
standards of behaviour in the theatre and on the coach, and we hope that they were as 
inspired by the production as we were. 
 

Ovid for All awards 
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I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you, parents and carers, for your continued 
support, and to our hardworking staff without whom events like these would not be 
possible. 
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all students to read at least one 
good fiction book over the Christmas break. ‘The School Reading List’ is one of many 
excellent websites which offer book recommendations, organised helpfully by year group. As 
the first step in a forthcoming Pittville Battle of the Books competition, students in KS3 will 
be required to talk about their reading to their class. KS4 students may also be interested to 
learn that the actor and comedian Mel Giedroyc will be narrating ‘A Christmas Carol’ in a 
musical retelling of the classic Dickens story on Radio 3 at 7.30pm this coming Friday – the 
perfect way to mark the start of the holiday! Mr Lowey, Curriculum Lead – English 
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Y9 have seen their first football match of the season meet with a successful win against 
Winchcombe, securing a 3-1 away victory. Mr Orton reports that ‘they were fantastic – and 
played with a wonderful team spirit.’ Y10 boys suffered their first defeat in a rugby match 
away to Chosen Hill. Although disappointed, the team gave their all and grew stronger as 
the game went on, scoring more points than the opponents in the second half. Well done Y9 
and Y10. 

 
Inter House  
The last couple of weeks have seen all years battle out for House Champions in Rugby and 
Netball. There were some really competitive competitions, and I am delighted with how so 
many pupils embraced the opportunity to represent their House. The results are below and 
well done to everyone that took part. The Y10 matches were, unfortunately, a victim to the 
weather but we do hope to get them completed in the new year.  
Y7 
Winners: Rugby - Stokes 
Runners Up: Rugby - Livingstone 
3rd Rugby - Aston 
4th Rugby - Abbott 
Y8 
Winners: Rugby - Stokes      
Runners Up: Rugby - Abbott 
3rd  Rugby - Livingstone 
4th Rugby - Aston 
Y9 
Winners: Rugby - Stokes 
Runners Up: Rugby - Abbott 
3rd  Rugby - Abbott/Aston 
4th 
Y11 
Winners: Rugby - Stokes 
Runners Up: Rugby -  Livingstone 
3rd Rugby - Abbott/Aston 
4th  

Sporting Success 
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Pittville Students Lead the Way! 
On Wednesday, 14th December, several of our best young leaders travelled to the CLC Health 
and Fitness to help lead a Primary sports festival. Sports Leadership is a main component of 
our PE offering and we were delighted that these wonderful young leaders represenedt our 
school so fabulously. Well done to… Esme Rolfe, Grace Finch, George Ross, James Bolas, 
Jamie Davies, Walt Whitfield, George Downward, Henry Kendall, Afonso Dias, Lily Melville, 
Fleur Power, Amelie Culliford, Calixte De Chabot and Lottie Penhale. 
 
Pittville Students in Sporting Action 
This last Half-term has seen plenty of Pittville team in action across a variety of sports. Pupils 
from all years have competed in rugby, football, netball, badminton, cross-country, netball, 
hockey and futsal. It has been a particularly wintery half term so unfortunately many games 
were postponed but we are very proud of all pupils who have represented us so well.  
Results 
Y7 District Futsal Tournament – 7th  
Y9 Boys Football v Winchcombe (A) – Won 3-1 
Y11 Boys Football v Winchcombe (A) – Won 5-3 
Y7 Rugby v Chosen Hill (A) Lost 5-7 
Y10 Rugby v Chosen Hill (A) Lost 12-22 
Y7/8 Girls Football v Cleeve – Lost 0-3 
Y8 Rugby v Balcarras – Lost 10-15 
Y10 Rugby v All Saints’ – Won 52-7 
Y10 Rugby v Gloucester Academy – Won 55-0 
Y10 Rugby v Pates – Lost 7-12 
Y10 Rugby v Cleeve – Lost 7-10 
Y10 Rugby v Balcarras – Won 5-0 
Y8 Rugby v Gloucester – Won 30-5 
Y8 Girls Football v Gloucester Academy – Won 6-0 
Netball Y9 v Cleeve – Lost 4-13 
Netball Y10 ‘B’ v Cleeve – Won 17-11 
Netball Y10 ‘A’ – Won 8-5 
Y9 Netball District Tournament – 3rd 
Y9/10 Girls Football v Cleeve – Lost 
Netball Y7 ‘A’ v Cleeve – Lost 
Netball Y7 ‘B’ v Cleeve - Lost 
Netball Y8 ‘A’ v Cleeve – Won 7-6 
Hockey Y7/8 v Winchcombe – Lost 
Netball Y11 v Winchcombe – Won 12-4 
Netball Y7 ‘A’ V Winchcombe – Won 4-3 
Netball Y8 ‘A’ v Winchcombe – Lost  

 
The PE Department would like to wish a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year to all our students and their families! 
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Thank you to everyone who has shown us support this term.  
 
It started off quite slowly in September but October saw the Year 7's come to their first Pittville 
disco which seemed to be a success for all who attended!   
 
November may have appeared quiet but preparation and discussion for the return of the 
Christmas Fayre was busily happening behind the scenes. On 3 December we hosted around 
30 external stalls in the canteen and the hall and had a steady flow of visitors throughout the 
afternoon.   A big thank you to all who donated tombola prizes, came and bought raffle tickets, 
shared some mulled wine with friends and bought gifts from the stall holders.   
 
December has continued to be a busy month where a small team of parents ran the quad hut 
serving warmed mince pies and mulled wine to attendees of the two Matilda shows put on by 
the fantastic cast and crew.  
 
Final figures for the term are still being calculated but this term has certainly boosted the 
funds for the school.   
 
Wishing all our Friends of Pittville School a very Merry Christmas and looking forward to more 
fundraising in 2023.  
 
Date for the diary 
Next meeting 10 January 2023 7:30pm at the Plough, Prestbury 
 
 
  
A recent trip saw students and staff from Pittville Parliament visit the Houses of Parliament, 
London. It is great to hear how much trips are valued by our students. The following review 
has been submitted by Merryn Keen, 8St1 
 
“On 2nd December students who are involved in the Pittville Parliament were lucky enough 
to visit the real Houses of Parliament in London. 
 
We had a full tour and our guide told us about each room and gave us facts and history 
about the building and the workings of parliament. The Houses of Parliament are made up 
of two chambers -the Commons and the Lords, and we were able to see both of them. 
Although they seemed smaller than on television you could really get a sense of what it was 
like to hold important national debates there. 
 
We were told lots of interesting stories, for example in the lobby outside the commons there 
are statues of Lloyd George and Winston Churchill and one foot on each statue has been 
rubbed away because MPs always touch them for good luck before they go in to argue with 
the opposition. 
 
We also got to visit Westminster Hall where Queen Elizabeth's coffin recently lay in state, it’s 
the oldest part of the building and our Tour Guide said that Henry the Eighth used to play 
tennis there - they even found some of his tennis balls when they were renovating the roof. 
 
We also had the chance to visit some other London landmarks like Buckingham Palace, the 
Mail, Horse Guards Parade and more! The trip was a great experience, and we all 
appreciated the opportunity.” Thank you Merryn, glad you enjoyed the experience. 
 

Student Trip Review 
 
 
 
 

FOPS 
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Our first school production in over three years did not disappoint. Roald Dahl’s, Matilda The 
Musical Jnr was an absolute triumph! Outstanding performances on stage, expert back stage 
support and technical brilliance ensured that the performances were thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.  
 
We look forward to future productions and would like to congratulate the entire cast and 
crew on a wonderful show.  
 
 
 
As we are likely to have cold temperatures for a little while to come can we please ask that 
students wear a coat over their uniform, on the journey to and from school. This is also a 
good idea for wet weather when students may still be outside during the school day.   
 
 
 
We have received some comments from local residents about parents/carers blocking drives 
when picking up/dropping off children near to school. Can we take this opportunity to 
remind you of the need to adhere to highway regulations and respect the local community 
when you are driving to and from our school. 
 
 
 
Interested in working in a school and supporting our students? 
 
We are looking to expand our pool of casual invigilators to work under the guidance of the 
Examinations Officer; the role will involve supervision of students who are undertaking 
examinations during May and June each year. You may also be required to work at certain 
other times throughout the year to help invigilate internal school exams.  
 
The post would be ideally suited to applicants who are calm, approachable, reliable and 
punctual with a flexible attitude and good communication skills. Strict confidentially will be 
required at all times in all school matters.  
 
Duties will include supervising pupils taking exams, supervising clash candidates between 
exam sittings, preparing exam rooms, distributing and collecting exam papers in accordance 
with the JCQ regulations. This is a casual contract and working hours will be negotiated for 
each exam period. Hourly rate is £10.60  
 
If you are interested please download an application form from our website 
www.pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  or email jobs@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk  
 

 
Parents of all students in ALL year groups 7-11 should report an absence either by leaving a 
message on the Attendance office voicemail, 01242 524787,  or direct dial or by 
emailing achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk   
  

Parents should contact the attendance officer on the first day of absence and on any 
subsequent days. Any students arriving late for school must sign in at student reception with 
the attendance officer.  

Please note any requests for holiday should be directed to the headteacher.  

Parking  
 
 
 
 

Matilda 
 
 
 
 

Exam Invigilators 
 
 
 
 

Cold Weather Preparation  
 
 
 
 

http://www.pittville.gloucs.sch.uk/
mailto:jobs@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk
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When students are attending an appointment during school time, parents must let school 
know beforehand. Please either send a letter with your child (who should show it to their tutor 
and then hand it in at main reception when they sign out) or 
email achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk detailing the time, what the appointment is for, who will 
be collecting the student, and the expected time of return.  
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
Tuesday 3rd January – Inset day, closed to students 
Wednesday 4th January – Term 3 begins  
Tuesday 10th January – Y11 photos 
Wednesday 11th January – Y7 Nasal flu vaccinations 
Thursday 12th January – Y8 Nasal flu vaccinations 
Friday 13th January – Y9 Nasal flu vaccinations 
Monday 16th January – Y9 Remote Options commence 
Monday 23rd January – Y11 Food exams commence  
 
 
 
 

Follow us on:     Friends of Pittville: 
 

    
 

 

 
Pittville performing arts 

Stay in touch 

mailto:achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk

