
 

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2020 

I continue to be really pleased with the atmosphere in the school and the way in which staff and students 
have adapted to the guidelines we have put in place. 

I want to reassure you that we continue to review and monitor our plans and procedures regularly. 

A topic we continue to discuss is the use of facemasks in school. At the moment the use of face coverings 
is not mandatory at any point in the school day. In making this decision we consulted DfE guidance and 
we considered the particular nature of our school. We are quite unusual in that we have very few 
students travelling to school by bus. We have put in place a one-way system, our bubble system is 
working well and we continue to ensure the school is cleaned to a very high standard.  The school is 
also zoned at break and lunch (which have been staggered) so as to minimise transmission between 
year groups. All of this leads us to the view that the risk of transmission during lesson changeovers is 
reduced. 

I am concerned about whether the constant putting on and taking off of masks would involve increased 
amounts of face touching and therefore transmission onto hard surfaces. 

We will keep it under constant review and keep a close eye on the DfE’s guidance. 

Remote Learning 
We are mindful that whilst every step has been taken to prevent large numbers of students being 
required to work from home - there remains the possibility that,  at some point during the course of the 
academic year, we will need to put in place a remote learning provision for a designated cohort of 
students. 
 
We have in place a robust plan that, in the event of any full or partial school closure, all students will 
receive an enhanced remote learning provision that will feature a greater degree of interactive learning 
activities, the opportunity for regular student to teacher dialogue and scheduled check-in time with both 
form tutors and pastoral leaders. 
 
Open Week Tours Monday 28th September Onwards 
I made the decision on Tuesday to cancel planned tours for prospective parents of the school during the 
school day to minimise the risk of transmission from outside. We will be allowing very controlled tours 
(largely outside the school buildings) to small numbers of parents after school to allow some parents to 
meet my senior team and see some of the school site.  I think this is the right decision for the safety of 
everyone in the school and local community.  Obviously, our open evening will not take place.   
 
Respect for Local Residents 
We have the highest expectations of how students behave on the way to and from school. I am always 
pleased with the number of local residents who compliment us on the behaviour of our students in the 
local community. Could I please ask parents to reinforce our high expectations particularly for students 
who currently walk home via Pittville Crescent Lane (which connects Albert Road to Prestbury Road).   
 
 
 



Coats/Wet Weather Arrangements 
As we enter the autumn and winter months can I please remind students to bring an umbrella and coat 
to school. To ensure that we minimise transmission of the virus students will be spending more time out 
of doors at the start of school and during breaks and lunchtimes. Students should wear coats over their 
blazers (they will be able to keep them on in lessons as the colder weather develops) and not wear 
hoodies or coats underneath their blazers. More information will follow.  
 
Extra-Curricular Activities  
We are beginning to look at which extra-curricular clubs we may be able to restart in the coming weeks 
including peripatetic music lessons. Decisions will be on a case by case basis to ensure that we do not 
compromise the hard work and efforts of students and staff in keeping us safe. 
  
New Year 7 Parents’ Evening  
We aim to ensure that parents of Year 7 students are given the opportunity to meet the Year 7 form 
tutors. We are going to trial running it via a remote application rather than having parents come into 
the school. If it is successful, we are likely to run all of our parents’ evenings this way until further notice. 
More information to follow. 
 
Cycle Permits 
Parents of students who have applied for a cycle permit have now been contacted though EduLink. Over 
the coming week we will issue a cycle permit pass that they can carry in their blazers.  
 
For any new students wishing to cycle to school we would ask that parents contact 
achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk and request an application form.  
  
Work for Self-Isolating Students  
If your child is absent from school while they are self-isolating, waiting for a Covid test or waiting for a 
family member to have a Covid test, we ask that you follow the following instructions.  
  
Contact the school as you normally would for absence. A message will then automatically be sent to Mr 
Lawton and he will notify subject teachers.   

1. Please do not contact subject teachers or other members of staff directly.   
2. After 24 hours of absence, check SMHW where work will have been set for your child. This work will 

vary but might be a PowerPoint presentation, a worksheet, a video or a revision task.   
3. If after 24 hours your child cannot find their work, please email achieve@pittville.gloucs.sch.uk.   

This procedure is only for students who are self-isolating. If your child is going to be absent for a few 
days (perhaps due to a cold) they will need to catch up with their teachers upon their return to school. 
If your child will be absent for a longer period of time (perhaps for a broken bone/operation) still contact 
your child’s Head of House as you normally would. 

Please see our “Guidance for Parents” information on our school website, Coronavirus section,  about 
what to do if your child is ill. 

Polite reminder regarding mobile phones in school 
Students should not be accessing mobile phones to contact parents at any time during the school day. 
If your son/daughter becomes unwell in school we will contact you and discuss the appropriate course 
of action. 
 
I wish everyone a pleasant weekend. 
 
R Gilpin 
Headteacher 
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