YEAR 7
CURRICULUM
BOOKLET
2022-2023

CONTENTS
A distinctive feature of Pittville School is the strength of partnership that exists
between home and school.
We believe it is vital to involve parents/carers as supportive partners in their child’s
education.
This booklet is designed to enable you to become familiar with the curriculum your
child is undertaking this year.
In it you will find information about the overarching curriculum as well as subject
specific guidance in relation to the foundational skills students will acquire.
It also contains information about homework and assessments so that you are best
able to support you child in their learning beyond the classroom.

Contents:
Page 1 - Curriculum Overview
Page 2 - English
Page 3 - Maths
Page 4 - Maths
Page 5- Science
Page 6 - Art
Page 7 - Computing
Page 8 - Design Technology
Page 9 - Drama
Page 10 - Food Technology
Page 11 - French
Page 12 - Geography
Page 13- History
Page 14 - Music
Page 15 - PE
Page 16- RE
Page 17 - Spanish
Page 18 - Textiles
Page 19 - Homework
Page 20 - Assessment
Page 21 - Assessment
Page 22 - Attitude to learning
Page 23 - How can I help?

CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW
At Key Stage 3 all students undertake a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics,
science, French & Spanish (MFL), geography, history, RE, drama, art (including textiles), PE, and
RSHE. In addition students in Years 7 & 8 take part in design technology, food & nutrition, ICT and
music on a rotation basis throughout each year.
In Year 9, all students continue with a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics, science,
geography, history, RE, drama, art, PE, and RSHE. Students in Year 9 then have the opportunity to
choose one MFL that they wish to continue with, and two of the rotation subjects including textiles,
which they will study in more detail across the whole year.
Some students choose to continue with both French and Spanish which is made possible through
a weekly lesson after school, this enables students to continue with both languages to GCSE if they
choose to.
A small number students may not continue with languages in order to follow a more personalised
curriculum more suited to their individual needs.

Groupings
Currently, Year 7 & 8 are taught in mixed attainment groups using a
combination of KS2 and CAT4 data to set the groups. Groups are
regularly reviewed and where necessary/appropriate changes will be
made to ensure all students are able to make appropriate progress.
In Year 9, as students begin to embark on the early stages of their
GCSE courses in the core subjects of English, mathematics and
science, some setting is introduced to enable appropriate access to
the tiered syllabus's in both mathematics and science. Other subjects
remain in mixed attainment groups as they will be in most GCSE
option groups.
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ENGLISH
Throughout Key Stages Three and Four, we adopt an holistic approach to the study of English, teaching
oracy, reading and writing alongside each other. As just one illustration of our desire to set high
expectations, all students in Year 7 will study ‘The Odyssey’ during the autumn term, alongside extracts
from a range of other myths and epics from around the world. We are also excited to be taking part in
the ‘Ovid for All’ competition run by Bristol Classics Hub.
We believe that students’ understanding and knowledge retention improve when they are able to make
links in their learning. As an example, our work in term 1 will build on knowledge gained in Key Stage Two
whilst looking ahead to future study of Greek theatre, the development of tragedy as a genre, and
representations of heroism in literature from around the world and over time.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Key features of the epic tradition using ‘The
Odyssey’ as an example.
‘The Odyssey’: plot, characters and important
themes.
Key terminology associated with Greek myths,
drama and epics, e.g. hubris, hamartia.
Some of the influences on the development of
the English language over time
Shakespearean theatre, including performance
conditions.
Key features of Shakespearean verse, e.g. prose,
verse, iambic pentameter.
Effective methods for creating a persuasive tone
in speech and writing.
Etymology, spelling, and definitions of new and
complex vocabulary, including synonyms and
antonyms.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Read fluently and with understanding.
Explain clearly the choices made by
writers with a particular focus on
development of character.
Create effective descriptions and
narratives, applying knowledge gained
from text study.
Make relevant links between texts, e.g.
‘The Odyssey’ in the autumn term with
Greek myths studied in KS2; and attitudes
to heroism across a range of texts
(literary and non-literary).
Apply strategies for remembering spelling
(including etymology) and grammar rules
to editing and proof-reading of work.
Talk clearly and confidently in different
contexts, including paired and group
work.

Explicit grammar content will include rules
governing the use of nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, phrases, clauses and conjunctions.
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MATHS

Mathematics is an important creative discipline that helps us to understand and
change the world. We want all students at Pittville School to experience the beauty,
power and enjoyment of mathematics and to develop a sense of curiosity about the
subject.
At Pittville, we have high expectations for all students. We foster positive ‘can do’
attitudes and believe all students can and will achieve in mathematics by providing
opportunities for all students to develop the depth and rigour they need to make
secure and sustained progress over time.
Please read the bullet points across from knowledge to skills.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Understand column vectors and name the
equation of a straight line.
About both linear and non-linear sequences.
Both written and mental methods for calculating
using the four operations.
How to use a protractor and know basic angle
rules.
To understand algebraic notation including
functions.
About the different averages and when to use
them.
To know the formulae for calculating area of 2D
shapes.
Understand equivalence between fractions,
decimals and percentages.
About place value.
About chance and that a probability scale goes
between 0 and 1.
About ratio including simplifying and
equivalence.
About scale.
About how data can be represented differently.
The difference between an expression, equation
and identity.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need to be able to do
Apply this knowledge to reflect and
translate shapes.
Describe and generate sequences from a
rule.
Calculate with an understanding of the
order of operations.
Measure and draw an angle and apply
angle rules to find a missing angle.
Simplify expressions and use function
machines.
To calculate averages and use them to
analyse data.
Use them correctly to aid calculation of
area, surface area and volume.
Use this to convert between, order and
compare values.
Use this to round numbers.
Place the chance of an event happening
on a probability scale.
Use this to solve problems.
Use their multiplicative reasoning skills to
find missing values.
Be able to draw and interpret tables and
diagrams.
Solve two-step equations.
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MATHS

In advance of each term
we set a ‘flipped’ learning
homework. This will
enable you to look ahead
and prepare for the
learning about to take
place. It contains a list of
key words which we
encourage you to look
through and familiarise
yourself with. It also
contains a few short and
varied tasks to introduce
the upcoming themes.
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SCIENCE
Science is the subject that pushes our society forward. From the
development of new medical drugs, the exploration of space, to
the development of the latest technology, it is the foundation of
the world we live in.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
1.1 Movement and Cells

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

1.2 Variation and human reproduction

Correctly use common pierces of
laboratory equipment.

1.3 Interdependence and Plant reproduction

Conduct experiments in a safe manner.

2.1 Separating mixtures

Use a microscope to observe cells.

2.2Earth Structure

Use a quadrat to take measurements in
ecosystems.

2.3 Acids, Alkalis and metals.
3.1 Energy
3.2 Forces

Carry out a filtration, distillation and
chromatography.
Use different indicators to identify Acids
and Alkalis.

3.3 Space

Please see our additional Science intended curriculum booklet for more in-depth
.
information on foundational knowledge and skills for each area of study.
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ART

At Pittville School we believe Art is a fundamental subject that inspires creativity,
cultural understanding as well as personal expression. Our aim is to provide a fun,
engaging, challenging and diverse Art & Design curriculum for students from Year 7
through to Year 11. We foster a love of learning by encouraging students to ask
questions, be curious and to take risks when creating their artwork.
In KS3 students learn about colour theory, the Elements of Art, the History of Art,
Street Art, Surrealism and Portraiture to name a few key topics. In Year 7 and Year 8
we focus on giving all students a taste of key media and techniques such as
observational drawing, painting, print making, clay and collage.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Basic colour theory: The layout of a simple
colour wheel. Being able to recall the primary,
secondary and tertiary colours. An
understanding of colour theory around
harmonious colours and hot/cold colours.
What is tone and why it is such a vital skill in Art?
What is mark making and why is it a key skill in
Art?
The Elements of Art and why they are
fundamental when creating a piece of artwork.
How to draw from direct observation.
Learning about Abstract art
The history of Art covering the most famous Art
movements.
Pop Art
How to create artwork in response to a theme.
How to safely roll out, cut and carve into clay.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Tonal shading using an HB pencil and
colouring pencil.
Apply tonal shading to make object
appear three-dimensional.
Apply mark making in order to create
tone and texture.
Know how to use a pencil to measure an
object in order to draw in proportion.
Put together an art history timeline.
How to present an artist page inside a
sketchbook.
Completing artist annotations, being able
to explain personal opinions of artist's
work in order to extend writing.
Application of watercolour in an
Impressionist style. Being able to blend
colours together subtly.
Creating artwork inspired by the theme of
Surroundings.
To create a moodboard & mindmap.
How to cut layout and secure a collage.
Being able to create a design inspired by
the Ndebele tribe. To recreate a design
effectively in clay.
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COMPUTING
Computing underpins today’s modern lifestyle. It is essential that all
students gain the confidence and ability that they need in this subject
to prepare them for the challenge of a rapidly developing and
changing technological world.
In Key Stage 3, students will develop their skills and understanding in
three key areas; digital literacy, information technology and computer
science

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Understand the hardware and software
components that make up a computer system
and how they communicate with one another.
Write a computer program to solve
computational problems.
Understand and demonstrate a range of ways
to use technology safely, respectfully,
responsibly and securely.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Describe the function of key hardware in
a computer system, including peripherals
and internal components such as RAM
and the CPU.
Describe how data is represented,
including being able to convert Binary.
Use key programming concepts such as
sequencing, iteration and selection to
write a program to control devices and
solve problems.
Know how to use the various systems for
school and home learning, such as Office
365 Apps, including Teams.
Identify reasons for protecting your
online identity and privacy, recognise
inappropriate content and know how to
report concerns.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

We live in a world where technology is inescapable.
Learning about design processes and how products and accessories in
our everyday lives enhance and sustain modern living is all part of the
DT curriculum at Pittville School. This curriculum is both challenging
and enjoyable.
KS3 lessons are based on learning theory knowledge, designing and
producing a practical outcome as part of a rotation system with all the
other areas in DT.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to design and make a product (fridge
magnet or necklace).

Follow a design Process.

How to use acrylic plastic.

Use drawing skills.

Material properties and uses.

Materials research..

Basic health and safety hazards in the
workshop.

Card modelling.
Cutting.

How to design ideas using 3D drawing
skills and rendering techniques.

Filing.
Sanding.
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DRAMA
Drama is a very important part of our
curriculum here at Pittville School, and every
student in Year 7 will participate for one hour
per week. All lessons are not only designed to
deliver a range of drama skills, but to
encourage students to develop their ‘soft skills’,
such as problem solving, teamwork,
confidence, time management, leadership,
creative thinking, and interpersonal skills. We
know that whether students choose to take
drama at GCSE or not, these skills are
incredibly important to their success as socially
aware adults and confident members of our
community.
During Year 7, students will learn the essential
drama skills which will prepare them for the
rest of their learning journey in the subject. We
will focus on skills such as exploring character,
learning basic acting skills, developing
confidence and collaboration with others. The
lessons have been designed to introduce them
to a new and exciting subject, as we are aware
they will not always have been taught drama at
primary school.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Introduction to drama.
Developing and communicating
character.
Storytelling.
Voice.
Devising.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Introduction to drama:
Create freeze frames and transitions.
Use narration.
Be creative.
Engage an audience.
Give specific and clear feedback to others.
Create a supportive and creative learning
environment.
Understand their own feelings and how to
harness these emotions.
Perform in front of other students.
Speak loudly and confidently.
Character:
Change the voice and face to show emotion and
intention.
Use the body to show a clear character.
Storytelling:
Understand how to communicate a story through
performance.
Develop understanding of techniques.
Explore a play text.
Voice:
Use voice for purpose.
Use voice to communicate emotion or situation.
Devising:
Develop creative thought.
Use and understand what a stimulus is.
Collaborate on ideas with a group.
Use existing learning to create an original story
and character to perform.
Page 9

FOOD & NUTRITION
In Years 7 and 8 we aim to ensure students understand and
apply the principles of nutrition and health, cook a repertoire
of dishes so that they are able to feed themselves and others a
healthy and varied diet and become competent in a range of
cooking techniques. An understanding of the source,
seasonality and characteristics of a broad range of ingredients
is also important.
By instilling a love of cooking, we hope to open a door to one
of the great expressions of human creativity. Learning how to
cook is a crucial life skill that enables students to feed
themselves and others affordably and well, now and in later
life.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to carry out food preparation skills such
as :
Chopping and slicing using the bridge and
claw hold.
Safe use of an oven.
How to prepare and cook fruit and
vegetables.
How to use the 'rubbing in' method to
create a range of dishes.

Work safely and hygienically in a kitchen.
Use a vegetable knife with confidence.
Use an oven confidently and safely.
Identify and use a range of kitchen
equipment.

Basic food hygiene and safety, including
learning about good personal hygiene and
hazards in a kitchen
How to use both familiar and new ingredients
An understanding of basic nutrition and the
Eatwell guide along with the 8 tips for a
healthy lifestyle
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FRENCH
Languages are for life! At Pittville School we want to instil a love of languages right
from the start, producing enthusiastic and confident language learners. We combine
teaching the basics – how language works – with cultural knowledge. Learning about
the French way of life in France and French speaking countries around the world will
really grab students imaginations.
It is all about communication and in KS3 students learn conversational French to
enable them to talk about themselves and their preferences, as well as talking about
family and friends, and asking other people questions. We believe that getting the
basics right, with a particular emphasis on phonics, spelling and pronunciation, will
give students the confidence to have a go.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

Vocabulary is a key component of
language learning.
Students will learn the basics – numbers,
colours, greetings – before going on to
learn vocabulary specific to different
situations.
Grammar basics – how a language works,
how verbs work in French.
Key French phonics – sound and letter
combinations and how these might differ
from English.

Apply knowledge of phonics when
speaking for accurate pronunciation.
Use phonics to help with
understanding when listening to
French.
Use their knowledge to put together
simple sentences about themselves,
in both speaking and writing.
Conjugate key verbs in the present
tense.
Use a bilingual dictionary to look up
new words.
Pick out key messages when listening
or reading.
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GEOGRAPHY

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Term 1: Speak like a geographer
Students will explore how to describe where they live at a
local, national and global scale.
GATEWAY WORDS: Latitude, longitude.
Term 2: Settlement
Students look at the structure of urban areas with a focus
on settlement location and Cheltenham.
GATEWAY WORDS: Urban, rural.
Term 3: Weather & climate
Students learn the UK climate and why we get this weather
with a focus on different types of rainfall.
GATEWAY WORDS: Climate, relief, convectional.
Term 4: Microclimates
Students identify the main methods to measure weather
and why places have microclimates culminating in a DME.
GATEWAY WORDS: Aspect.

Within each unit at KS3 we have made
curriculum links with other subjects at
Pittville School so that students can transfer
and build on their knowledge and skills to
support progress in all subjects. There is a
particular focus on key geographical skills
such as map reading, statistical analysis and
graph interpretation. We also place a strong
emphasis on gateway words such as
development and climate change which are
regularly used and there understanding
checked as they give students a deep
understanding of the subject, and once
embedded, can be used in subsequent
learning.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
OS map skills (grid referencing, measuring
distance, reading contour lines).
Reading Choropleth maps with the focus
on distribution.
Graph reading (line, bar, pie) using TEA.
Maps at different scales to locate places.
Photos and aerial photos for analysis.
Conducting fieldwork (setting hypotheses,
collecting data and making conclusions).

Term 5: Food
Students will discover the impacts food has from
production to consumption on people and our
environment.
GATEWAY WORDS: Food miles, carbon footprint,
greenhouse effect.
Term 6: Alternative energy
Students develop their understanding of the need of
alternative energy supplies to create electricity culminating
on a focus on wind energy and a DME.
GATEWAY WORDS: Infrastructure, renewable energy.
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HISTORY

To be a historian is to be curious and imaginative:
ready to question, to challenge and to learn. The study
of history ensures that the past remains alive,
dynamic, controversial, and ever relevant.
In KS3 History we study British History chronologically
from the Medieval period to the 20th century. In Year
7 we study British history from 1066 to 1485 and the
Tudors.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

Key historical terms and skills, such as chronology,
primary sources and secondary sources and how
they are used and applied to studying the past.
A study of ancient civilisations and their impact on
the history of Britain.
Why was the year 1066 a year of crisis?
Examining and investigating the short-term and
long-term impact of the Norman Conquest.
Life in the Middle Ages through enquiry-based
learning about a range of topics such as the power
struggle between Church and State, The Black
Death and its impact, why did the peasants revolt?
The significance of the Magna Carta.
The Reformation in Europe and England, its causes
and consequences.

To understand chronology and
sequencing how this is fundamental to
the study of history.
To know and understand key concepts in
history
such
as
causes
and
consequences, change and continuity,
similarity and difference and significance.
To know and understand how evidence is
used to understand the past. The
students use evidence to investigate and
work out what happened, but equally to
question the reliability and usefulness of
a range of evidence and sources.
To know the past can and is interpreted
differently and begin to develop their
ability to explain how and why.

The Counter Reformation in England
Elizabeth I and her significance to the history of
Britain.
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MUSIC

Music is an essential part of the national curriculum as
it allows students to be creative, confident, and
committed learners. Students will study music as part
of the Design and Technology rotation.
The Year 7 curriculum focuses on understanding the
essential elements of music which will enable students
to be able to perform, compose and listen to music
sufficiently. Students will enhance their knowledge of
these elements and their overall understanding of
music through various areas of study, including
Rhythm Skills, Keyboard Skills, Programme Music and
Ukulele Skills.
All lessons are not only designed to deliver a broad
range of musical skills, but we will also explore how
music is used in the wider world and the vast range of
skills that it can offer, such as resilience, analytical
skills, time management and cultural capital.
Students will also have the opportunity to have private
tuition on an instrument of their own choice and can
be part of the many extra-curricular opportunities that
department has to offer.
We understand that not all students will study music
beyond KS3, however, the skills gained are incredibly
valuable for their future. All we ask is that our students
try their best and enjoy their lessons which will help
them to be successful and open-minded individuals.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Rhythm skills:
Musical notes and their duration.
Understand dynamics.
Tempo.
Rhythm.
Pulse.
Keyboard skills:
Musical notes.
Apply the rhythm skills.
Keyboard technique.
Develop right hand keyboard skills.
Perform to an audience.
Play a solo piece with confidence.
Programme music:
Learn about instruments of the orchestra.
Recognise the sound of the instrument.
Identify the family the instrument belongs
to.
Explain how musical elements are used to
represent specific ideas.
Compose a short theme to represent an
animal.
African drums:
Understand other musical cultures.
The importance of music in that culture.
Learn how to use the African drum –
using correct techniques.
Understand the meaning of call and
response.
Form and structure.
Polyrhythm.

Rhythm skills.
Keyboard skills.
Programme music.
African drums.
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PE
FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Leadership and Analysis
Active participator
Happy to be led by sport leader/others.
Can work with a partner and share feedback with each
other.
Developing leader.
Can begin to lead a partner or small group for Pulse
raiser and stretches.
Performance
Basic
Apply basic skills, limited control, timing and success.
Attempting
To use basic skills in isolation/mini games /routines
(motifs) developing control, timing, success with fluency
and control.
Decision Making
React
Can react to basic situations (conditioned games or
drills) with some thought.
Response
Shows a quick response to changing situation.
Sporting conduct
Encouraging
Positive when helping others during lessons.
Developing understanding of rules in selected games.
Respectful
Knows when to listen and talk. Encourages others and
can feedback on implementing rules, can assist others
in the understanding of the game.
Fitness Understanding
Participate
Shows basic levels of fitness. Know different types of
training.
Effort
Shows effort to exercise at maximum levels. Can
explain benefits of different types of training.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need
to know
Students various skills and
techniques while developing
leadership, performance,
sporting conduct and fitness in
the following sports Rugby
Netball
Hockey
Basketball
Introduction to PE unit
Gymnastics
Dance
Football
Cricket
Rounders
Tennis
Athletics

Page 15

RE
FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

In Year 7 students undertake an in-depth study of two
world faiths, these being Hinduism and Buddhism. In the
first term students study philosophy and ethics in the
modern world. Students will explore a range of issues
including the existence of God, the afterlife and suffering
and evil.
In the Spring term Students will start their in-depth study
of Hinduism, looking at issues such as the origins of
Hinduism, Hindu life and worship, festivals and Hinduism
in the modern world.
In the Summer term students move onto the Buddhism
unit of study. Students explore Buddhism today, looking
at questions and issues such about the Buddha and his
teachings, meditation and Buddhist practices today.

What students need to know
Philosophy and Ethics
Does God exist?
The nature of God.
Religious and scientific views on creation.
Does design in the world point to a designer?
What happens when we die?
Is there a meaning to life? Why is there evil in
the world?
What is there evil and suffering in the world?
Issues of Morality.

Hinduism
What is Hinduism?
What is God Like.
Why are Gods and Goddesses significant in
Hinduism?
How do Hindus worship?
What are the Hindu holy places?
What do Hindu’s believe about life after death?
What are the Hindu festivals?
Does the Caste system promote inequality?

Buddhism
What is Buddhism?
Who was Siddhartha Gautama?
Why is the Sangha important to Buddhists?
What are the 3 signs of being?
How does the Eightfold path impact a
Buddhist?
Can you worship without a God?
Where do Buddhists go on pilgrimage?
How to Buddhists celebrate?

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Complete creative independent learning
tasks.
Participate in group discussion/debates
and questioning.
Use philosophical language.
Read key scripture and course texts.
describe and explaining core beliefs and
practices.
Evaluate the impact of key beliefs and
scripture on people’s lives.
Answer exam style questions.
Follow teacher led lesson content.
Complete Independent computer-based
research projects.
Study artefacts and resources linked to
faith.
Group and individual research into
Hinduism in the UK.
Describe and explain religious beliefs.
Evaluate the impact of beliefs.
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SPANISH
At Pittville School we believe that Spanish should be accessible for all. We offer a broad curriculum for
Spanish which is studied by all children in years 7 and 8. Students then have the opportunity to study
Spanish in year 9 and then continue at GCSE.
At KS3 children learn conversational Spanish whereby they can talk about themselves and their lives
and ask other people questions. We also believe strongly in getting the basics right, such as phonics,
spelling and pronunciation. This lays the foundation for success in languages and understanding how
they work. We also introduce the skills needed for GCSE languages at this early stage such as
translation, reading comprehension and essay writing.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Correct phonics and pronunciation in
Spanish.
Spanish vocabulary to be able to talk
about themselves and their family
and friends.
Listening skills to understand what
other people are saying about
themselves in Spanish.
How verbs work in the present tense
in Spanish.
Students will also learn about the
wider environment and the
importance of Spanish language and
culture around the world through
learning about mainland Spain and
South America.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Write and present a short paragraph
about themselves in Spanish.
Identify key concepts from a piece of
Spanish writing or audio about another
person.
Recognise and conjugate regular verbs in
the present tense and some irregular
verbs.
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TEXTILES
Studying Textiles at Pittville School, enables students to explore design processes, work with a
broad range of media and develop their understanding of the world around them. As part of the Art
department, we believe the skills developed within textiles are fundamental for our students.
Creativity, cultural understanding and personal expression are at the heart of our teaching.
Our five year curriculum is designed with challenge and a love of learning at its core. We want
students to ask questions about the designers and makers they are studying, their sources of
inspiration and the materials and resources around them. Our specialist teaching room is equipped
with a broad range of specialist tools and encourage independence from our learners.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to record observations and
insights.
How to present ideas in relation to a
theme.
How to work with fabric and thread to
produce samples.
How to relate personal work to that of
a designer/artist.
Key terms and processes in textiles.

Drawing from observation in pencil.
Taking observational photographs.
Being able to use basic hand embroidery
stitches.
Being able to create a repeat pattern.
Being able to work using a design
process.
Presenting research on an artist/designer.
Understanding the basics of how to
operate a sewing machine.
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HOMEWORK

We believe that our students should pursue a wide range of activities beyond the classroom, of
which homework is just one. Homework will be set in order to both embed and extend the
learning that takes place in the classroom. Students must take care and pride in the work that
they produce and we ask parents/carers to support their young people in the completion of
homework. The effort that students put into the completion of work will support them in the
acquisition of knowledge, the development of skills and a growing understanding of what it is to
be an independent learner. As with all areas of school life, outstanding effort and outcomes will
be recognised and celebrated through our rewards policy.
How will homework be set?
Homework will be set by teachers via the assignment function on Microsoft Teams. Parents/carers will
receive a weekly update email containing details of the homework their child has been set. Some
homeworks will be submitted in class and others online.
How much homework will I receive?
Each half term you will receive a homework schedule which outlines the homework your son/daughter
should expect to receive across their curriculum.
How will homework be marked?
Some homework tasks will be marked via the
assignment function on teams and other may be
marked on the homework itself, should a physical
piece of work be handed in. Self-marking quizzes will
be used by staff and at times peers will be involved in
the assessment of homework and feedback to one
another. Homework will be marked where appropriate
but not in every insstance.

What different types of homework will I receive?
At Pittville School, we believe that homework should be based around three principles: preparation,
retrieval and purposeful practice.
Students will receive a variety of homework tasks including:
Retrieval practice multiple choice quizzes.
Flashcard revision.
Flip learning.
Kahoot.
Learning spellings and key words.
Research tasks.
Design tasks.
Extended question and essay tasks.
Revision and independent study tasks in preparation for assessments.
Continuation, development and refinement of NEA work (KS4).
Directed improvement and reflection tasks (DIRT).
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Extended tasks focused on purposeful practice around key knowledge and skills.

ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT POINTS
Thursday 13th October - Year 7 Tutor evening (in-person)
Week beginning 23rd January - Two week assessment period begins..
Wednesday 17th & Thursday 18th May - Year 7 parents evening online.

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE ASSESSED?
Your child will be assessed formally at one or two defined point(s) within the school year, as
identified above. Whilst many subjects will set a formal written assessment, some of the more
practical based subjects will make on-going assessments of your child's progress in relation to
age related expected progress in these subjects.
Written assessments will be cumulative and will require students to utilise their learning from
throughout the academic year.
Written assessments for individual subjects will take different forms, examples of which may
include:
Retrieval multiple choice quizzes.
Short answer questions.
Extended answer questions.
Design tasks.
Exam style questions.
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ASSESSMENT
HOW DO I KNOW HOW WELL MY CHILD IS DOING?
On entry, your child will be placed into a "prior attainment band" (PAB) based on their KS2 SATs
results and CAT4 testing which they will undertake during the first few weeks of Year 7 (or on entry to
Pittville School). This PAB is intended to allow parents and carers to have a clear understanding of
how their child is progressing in relation to other students with a similar prior attainment. It also
allows us as a school to quickly identify and intervene with underperformance and a lack of expected
progress at all levels.
Following each assessment point you will receive a written report. For subjects which have completed
a written assessment, you will see your child's percentage mark in the recent assessment along with
the average percentage mark for students in the same PAB. This will allow you (and us) to gauge their
performance. Students who are regularly performing significantly below that of their similar prior
attainment peers will indicate a cause for concern. You will see clear targets on the report which you
can support your child with in order that they further improve their knowledge and understanding
and where necessary close their attainment gap in relation to their prior attainment peers.
For subjects which do not set a written assessment, you will see a progress indicator which will inform
you of their progress in relation to age related expectations in that individual subject. In these
subjects your child's teachers will assign one of the three progress indicators as follows:
"Exceeding" - your child is showing a flair for the subject, making greater than expected age
related progress in the work they are producing
"Meeting" - your child is making age related progress in the subject
"Working Towards" - your child is experiencing some difficulty making age related progress in the
subject and may require some intervention to help them close the gap
In the same way as subjects that have completed a written assessment, these subjects will give clear
targets on the report which you can support your child with in order that they can further improve
their knowledge and understanding and where appropriate aid their progress to meet age related
expectations.

Attitude To Learning Grades (ATL)
In addition to the report you will receive following a standardised assessment point, you will also
receive an ATL grade for your child from each subject once every half term. We firmly believe that if a
student attends regularly and works hard at all times, they will make good progress in all areas
relevant to their own ability.
Excellent/good ATL grades (grade A or B) form the basis of our whole school rewards policy and
students will be expected to have excellent/good attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning
grades in order to be involved in reward trips and events.
The criteria applied to ATL grades can be seen on the next page - every student, regardless of prior
or current attainment, can achieve excellent ATL grades.
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ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
CRITERIA
GRADE A (Excellent)
· Always arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Gets books out and prepares for the lesson without having to be asked or reminded
· Always listens to and follow instructions
· Completes all work to a high standard
· Makes a positive contribution to lessons
· Always completes H/W fully, on time and to a high standard
· Does not receive any consequences
GRADE B (Good)
· Arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Quickly gets settled for the lesson
· Listens to and follows instructions
· Completes all work to the expected standard
· Completes H/W fully, on time and to the expected standard
· Rarely receives any consequences for either behaviour or H/W
GRADE C (Requires Improvement)
· Arrives late on occasions, does not always have book and other necessary equipment
· Needs to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start the lesson
· Talks when should be listening, therefore does not always know what they should to be doing or how to do it
· Work is not always completed to an appropriate standard, with a lack of care and effort
· H/W sometimes late, not completed or of an inappropriate standard
· Low level disruption results in consequences being issued
GRADE D (Unsatisfactory)
· Often late, often without books and equipment
· Often has to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start
· Often talking and not listening
· Often demonstrates a lack of care and effort with work
· H/W often late, not completed fully or of a poor standard
· Consequences often issued for low level and more serious disruption
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HOW CAN I HELP?
We appreciate that our parents and carers want to support the school
and their children in making progress across the curriculum. On this
page we offer some ideas as to how you can help.

EXPLAIN
Explain the importance of talking about school. Give your child
opportunity to discuss their school work. Ask them about what they are
studying and how this links to what they have studied previously.

ENCOURAGE
Encourage and praise your child for taking pride in the presentation of
their work and for the effort they put into homework. Help them to take
responsibility for their own organisation and learning.
Encourage your child to read and engage in discussion with them around
this literature.

ENGAGE
Engage with and utilise the weekly homework email updates and keep
up to date with the homework your child has been set.

ESTABLISH
Establish good routines at home around work spaces, the time spent on
work and the atmosphere in which work is completed. Help your child to
establish routines which work for them.
Utilise the resources available to you. Microsoft Teams and One Note
contain all of the resources that your child needs to work at home. Use
the library, independent study and extra-curricular clubs at school.
Develop skills in using ICT and please get in touch with the school if you
require any support or do not have access to particular resources at
home.
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