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CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW
At Key Stage 3 all students undertake a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics,
science, French & Spanish (MFL), geography, history, RE, drama, art (including textiles), PE, and
RSHE. In addition students in Years 7 & 8 take part in design technology, food & nutrition, ICT and
music on a rotation basis throughout each year.
In Year 9, all students continue with a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics, science,
geography, history, RE, drama, art, PE, and RSHE. Students in Year 9 then have the opportunity to
choose one MFL that they wish to continue with, and two of the rotation subjects including textiles,
which they will study in more detail across the whole year.
Some students choose to continue with both French and Spanish which is made possible through
a weekly lesson after school, this enables students to continue with both languages to GCSE if they
choose to.
A small number students may not continue with languages in order to follow a more personalised
curriculum more suited to their individual needs.

Groupings
Currently, Year 7 & 8 are taught in mixed attainment groups using a
combination of KS2 and CAT4 data to set the groups. Groups are
regularly reviewed and where necessary/appropriate changes will be
made to ensure all students are able to make appropriate progress.
In Year 9, as students begin to embark on the early stages of their
GCSE courses in the core subjects of English, mathematics and
science, some setting is introduced to enable appropriate access to
the tiered syllabus's in both mathematics and science. Other subjects
remain in mixed attainment groups as they will be in most GCSE
option groups.
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ENGLISH
Throughout Key Stages Three and Four, we adopt a holistic approach to the study of English, teaching
oracy, reading and writing alongside each other. As an illustration of our desire to set high expectations,
all students in Year 8 will study ‘Oliver Twist’ during the spring term, following an ‘Around the World’ unit
in the autumn which includes a focus on poetry alongside some engaging, challenging non-fiction texts.
We believe that students’ understanding and knowledge retention improve when they are able to make
links in their learning. Our work during Year 8 will build on knowledge gained in Year 7 whilst looking
ahead to future study of the nineteenth century novel and Shakespearean comedy.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Year 8 units will revisit, consolidate and extend
learning from Year 7, in addition to:
A particular focus during the autumn term on
poetry, including: different verse forms such as
sonnet and dramatic monologue; structure;
imagery, including personification and
metaphor; sound devices, such as alliteration,
assonance, rhyme, half-rhyme, and rhythmical
effects.
‘Oliver Twist’: plot, character and important
themes. In this unit of work, the students will
learn key information about Victorian society
and Dickens’ role as a social critic.
The conventions of Shakespearean tragedy,
including soliloquy, and – building on Year 7
work - the evolution of tragedy from Ancient
Greece to the Jacobean period.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Year 8 units will include opportunities to
practise and extend skills developed in Year
7, in addition to:
Compare how ideas are presented across
different genres (e.g. poetry and prose).
Explain how writers use a variety of
methods to create effects, with a
particular focus in the autumn term on
poetry.
Talk and write about how authors from
different cultures and traditions present
their ideas about the world.
Prepare and deliver a spoken
presentation on a theme linked to ‘Oliver
Twist’. This presentation will require
students to show a knowledge of
persuasive techniques.
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MATHS
Mathematics is an important creative discipline that helps us to understand and
change the world. We want all students at Pittville School to experience the beauty,
power and enjoyment of mathematics and to develop a sense of curiosity about the
subject.
At Pittville, we have high expectations for all students, we foster positive ‘can do’
attitudes and believe all students can and will achieve in mathematics by providing
opportunities to develop the depth and rigour they need to make secure and
sustained progress over time.
Please read the bullet points across from knowledge to skills.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
The vocabulary associated with rotation and
enlargement.
How to find an nth term for a linear sequence.
Generalisations that can be made when
calculating with negative numbers.
How to identify an exterior and interior angle
and know the associated angle rules.
Understand how to manipulate algebraic
expressions.
The laws of indices.
How to interpret frequency tables.
Know the formulae for calculating area and
circumference of circle.
To know the properties of a prism.
Understand depreciation and profit.
Place value.
How to list all the possible outcomes of an
event.
About ratio including sharing.
About functions.
About how data can be represented differently
using both frequency and proportion.
The difference between an expression, equation
and identity.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need to be able to do
To enlarge and rotate a shape from a
centre and be able to describe it.
To use it to generate sequences.
Calculate with negative numbers.
To find missing angles in polygons.
To draw an angle and apply angle rules to
find a missing angle in a polygon.
To be able to expand and factorise a
single bracket.
Apply these laws to simplify expressions
Find averages from a frequency table.
Use them correctly when working with
circles and cylinders.
To calculate the volume of a prism.
To calculate percentage change.
To round numbers to a given decimal
place.
To be able to calculate the chance of an
event happening.
To use this to solve problems.
Plot the graph of a function.
Be able to draw and interpret tables and
diagrams including pie charts.
Be able to solve a multi-step equation.
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MATHS

In advance of each term we
will continue to set a ‘flipped’
learning homework. This will
enable you to look ahead and
prepare for the learning
about to take place. It
contains a list of key words
which we encourage you to
look through and familiarise
yourself with. It also contains
a few short and varied tasks
to introduce the upcoming
themes.
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SCIENCE
Science is the subject that pushes our society forward. From the
development of new medical drugs, the exploration of space, to the
development of the latest technology, it is the foundation of the world
we live in.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

1.4 A Healthy Body
1.5 Respiration and Photosynthesis

Balance simple chemical equations.

1.6 Inheritance

Construct ray diagrams.

2.4 Elements and the periodic table

Create independent and dependent
variables from a hypothesis.

2.5 Types of Reactions
2.6 Earth Chemistry
3.4 Electricity
3.5 Waves
3.6 Heat

Display results correctly in a bar chart or line
graph.
Choose appropriate intervals and ranges for
an investigation.
Conduct a risk assessment for an
investigation.
Identify sources of error in an investigation.

Please
see our additional Science intended curriculum booklet for more in-depth
.
information on foundational knowledge and skills for each area of study.
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ART

At Pittville School we believe Art is a fundamental subject that inspires creativity,
cultural understanding as well as personal expression. Our aim is to provide a fun,
engaging, challenging and diverse Art & Design curriculum for students from Year
7 through to Year 11. We foster a love of learning by encouraging students to ask
questions, be curious and to take risks when creating their artwork.
In KS3 students learn about colour theory, the Elements of Art, the History of Art,
Street Art, Surrealism and Portraiture to name a few key topics. In year seven and
year eight we focus on giving all students a taste of key media and techniques
such as observational drawing, painting, print making, clay and collage.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
The history of Street Art; where and when it
began and what contemporary Street Art
looks like now.
Expanding colour theory: complementary
colours, split complementary.
How to select different colour palettes in
order to link to Fauvism.
Learning about the Young British Artists
(YBAs) Damien Hirst, Tracey Emin & Chris
Ofilli.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

How to create a Street Art tag using a range of
different typeface.
How to create Street Art outcomes inspired by
Keith Haring, Basquiat and Banksy.
How to mix acrylic paints to create a a tint, a
tone and a shade.
Using colour theory linked to Fauvism to
arrange a collage.

The history of portraiture with a focus on Van
Gogh, Frida Kahlo and Chuck Close.

How to use the scumbling technique in order to
blend and mix oil pastels.

A deeper understanding of Fauvism and Post
Impressionism.

Critically analyse the work of historical and
contemporary artists. Being able to use prior
knowledge to look for meaning in artists work.

Cultural awareness of artists from a range of
different countries, cultures and
backgrounds.

How to apply paint in a Post-Impressionist
gestural style.
How to use different drawing methods in order
to draw a portrait such as the gridding up.
How to mix realistic skin tones when using paint.
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COMPUTING
Computing underpins today’s modern lifestyle. It is essential that all
students gain the confidence and ability that they need in this subject
to prepare them for the challenge of a rapidly developing and
changing technological world.
In Key Stage 3, students will develop their skills and understanding in
three key areas; digital literacy, information technology and computer
science

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Understand how hardware and software
components communicate with other systems.
Consider how technology has developed over
time.
Collect, analyse, and manipulate data effectively.
Learn text-based programming involving
arithmetic operations, randomness, selection,
and iteration.
Understand the different threats to personal
data and reputation from using technology

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Identify how networks transfer data,
including how the internet works.
Know key figures and developments in
the history of computing including
British pioneers of technology.
Use spreadsheet tools effectively (e.g.
formulas, functions and graphs).
Use Python to create programs to solve
problems.
Manipulate graphics using a variety of
different graphic design tools.
Know the different types of malware,
hacking and why a positive digital
footprint is so important.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

We live in a world where technology is inescapable.
Learning about design processes and how products and accessories in
our everyday lives enhance and sustain modern living is all part of the
DT curriculum at Pittville. This curriculum is both challenging and
enjoyable.
KS3 lessons are based on learning theory knowledge, designing and
producing a practical outcome as part of a rotation system with all the
other areas in DT.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to design and make a clock out of
acrylic plastic.
Basic health and safety hazards in the
workshop.

Follow a design Process.
Drawing skills.
Materials research.

How to produce design ideas using 3D
drawing skills and rendering techniques.
How to utilise previous knowledge from
Year 7 to work more independently.

Card modelling.
Cutting.
Filing.

The differences between thermoplastics
and thermosetting plastics.
Have basic computer software skills to
learn CAD (Computer Aided Design).

Sanding.
CAD – 2D design.
Line bending process.
Plastics categories.
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DRAMA

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS What students need
to be able to do

Drama is a very important part of our
curriculum here at Pittville, and every student
in Year 8 will participate one hour per week.
All lessons are not only designed to deliver a
range of drama skills, but to encourage
students to develop their ‘soft skills’, such as
problem solving, teamwork, confidence, time
management, leadership, creative thinking,
and interpersonal skills. We know that
whether students choose to take drama at
GCSE or not, these skills are incredibly
important to their success as socially aware
adults and confident members of our
community.

Theatre roles and terminology
Watch scenes from a live theatre performance.
Recognise varying roles within a theatre production.
Understand these roles.
Learn subject specific terminology to describe and
recreate these roles.
During Year 8, students will learn the
Analysis and evaluate the success of these roles within this
essential drama skills in much wider context.
production.
They will build upon and extend the skills
Physical theatre:
gained during Year 7. Focusing on styles of
Understand there are different styles of theatre.
theatre, devising, and exploring plays. This is
Identify physical theatre characteristics.
a challenging but rewarding learning journey
Explore physical theatre companies.
which will deepen their knowledge of the
Learn techniques, such as round, by through and flightpath.
subject as well as the wider world.
Identity themes within the last play they watch –
use the themes to create a sequence.
Work as a group.
Collaborate imaginatively.
Exploring a set text:
What students need to know
Recognise the differences found in a play text.
Theatre roles and terminology.
Name these characteristics.
Studying the National Theatres
Develop skills to ‘mine the text’.
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream.’
Perform scenes using techniques.
Demonstrate characters from the play.
Physical theatre.
Use physical theatre techniques to engage an audience.
Brecht:
Exploring a set text. Hansel and
Understand who Brecht was and his influence on drama.
Gretel by Kneehigh.
Learn some key Brechtian techniques.
Use these techniques to structure a performance for an
Brechtian theatre.
audience.
Communicate a message for a target audience.
TIE (Theatre in Education) and
verbatim theatre.
TIE and verbatim theatre:
Expand their knowledge of theatre styles.
Devising in a style.
Understand the purpose of TIE.
Learn and use TIE techniques to create scenes.
How to research and use information to create narrative.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

Devising in a style:
Create an original performance based on a stimulus.
Use prior learning of theatre styles to create performance.
Use research of mental health to create and influence
narrative and characters.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION
In Years 7 and 8 we aim to ensure students understand and
apply the principles of nutrition and health, cook a repertoire
of dishes so that they are able to feed themselves and others a
healthy and varied diet and become competent in a range of
cooking techniques. An understanding of the source,
seasonality and characteristics of a broad range of ingredients
is also important.
By instilling a love of cooking, we hope to open a door to one
of the great expressions of human creativity. Learning how to
cook is a crucial life skill that enables pupils to feed themselves
and others affordably and well, now and in later life.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

Students learn the science behind baking
cakes and the function of the ingredients
by preparing a selection of cake products.
The focus for learning will be based
around understanding of the 8 tips for a
healthy diet and the Eatwell guide from
year 7 and knowing the 5 main nutrient
groups. Students will prepare and cook a
range of main meals.
Students will gain an understanding of
different customer groups in relation to
special diets and what affects peoples
food choices.
Understanding of how to read food
labels.

Work safely & hygienically in a kitchen
environment.
Work cooperatively with others.
Use a vegetable knife with confidence.
Use an oven confidently and safely.
Use the hob confidently and safely.
Identify and use a range of kitchen
equipment.
Prepare and cook a range of balanced
meals.
Plan and carry out a food investigation.
Understand the science of cake making.
Understand source and seasonality of
range of ingredients.
Name the 5 main nutrient groups, their
function and sources in the diet.

Students will learn how beef is farmed
and other environmental issues to do
with food.
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FRENCH
In Year 8 we carry on building on the foundations laid in Year 7. We continue our
exploration of the French language and combine it with cultural knowledge.
Communication continues to be at the heart of language learning and in Year 8
students learn to talk about what they and their friends do in their free time, school,
food and holidays. We consolidate the basics learned in Year 7 and begin to explore
more advanced language such as talking about different time frames (future and
past).
Towards the end of Year 8 students are able to choose to continue their study of
French into Year 9, and from there onto GCSE in Year 10, if they wish.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

Vocabulary continues to be a key
component of language learning.
Pupils will learn the vocabulary to
do with free time activities, school,
food and holidays.
Grammar - using verbs to talk
about other people, talking about
the future and the past.
Reminder of key French phonics –
sound and letter combinations
and how these differ from English
– and how they impact on
spelling.

Apply knowledge of phonics when
speaking for accurate pronunciation.
Use phonics to help with understanding
when listening to French.
Use their knowledge to put together
simple sentences about themselves and
others, in both speaking and writing.
Conjugate irregular verbs in the present
tense, recognise and use different
tenses (future, past).
Use a bilingual dictionary to look up new
words.
Pick out key messages when listening or
reading.
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GEOGRAPHY

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Term 1: Speak like a geographer
Students will develop and test their geographical graphical &
statistical skills by analysing the Covid pandemic.
GATEWAY WORDS: Statistics, analyse.
Term 2: Industry
Students look at the importance of different types of industry
and the impacts this has on a places environment and
economy.
GATEWAY WORDS: Primary, secondary, tertiary, economy.
Term 3: Weathering & Erosion
Students focus on geology and the rock cycle and how this
impacts rates of weathering and erosion and subsequent
formation of landforms.
GATEWAY WORDS: Weathering, erosion, sedimentary,
landforms.
Term 4: Desert ecosystems
Students learn about the structure and function of an
ecosystem and study the impacts humans have on a desert
ecosystem.
GATEWAY WORDS: Food chains, nutrient cycle, adaptation,
desertification.
Term 5: Urbanisation
Students look at how and why urban areas grow and change
with a focus on Cheltenham.
GATEWAY WORDS: Rural, urban, migration.

Within each unit at KS3 we have made
curriculum links with other subjects at
Pittville School so that students can transfer
and build on their knowledge and skills to
support progress in all subjects. There is a
particular focus on key geographical skills
such as map reading, statistical analysis and
graph interpretation. We also place a strong
emphasis on gateway words such as
development and climate change which are
regularly used and there understanding
checked as they give students a deep
understanding of the subject, and once
embedded, can be used in subsequent
learning.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Students will develop and use the
following skills this year. This will enable
them to interpret a variety of information
to use as evidence to support
explanations and analysis.
OS map skills (grid referencing,
measuring distance, reading contour
lines).
Reading Choropleth maps with the
focus on distribution.
Graph reading (line, bar, pie) using
TEA.
Maps at different scales to locate
places.
Photos and aerial photos for analysis.
Conducting fieldwork (setting
hypotheses, collecting data and
making conclusions).
Statistics (mean, median, mode).

Term 6: Coasts
Students explore how the power of waves shapes our coastline
and the impacts this has on people.
GATEWAY WORDS: Destructive, constructive, erosion.
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HISTORY

To be a historian is to be curious and imaginative: ready
to question, to challenge and to learn. The study of
history ensures that the past remains alive, dynamic,
controversial, and ever relevant.
In Year 8 students again focus on British history looking at
the rise of Empire and the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the
development of modern Britain from the Tudors and
Stuarts through to industrialisation in the 18th/19th
century and the First World War.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
The causes and consequences of the English
Civil War.
The Glorious Revolution and the restoration of
the Monarchy.
The rise and fall of the British Empire.
The development of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade and the Abolition of slavery.
The causes and consequences of the
Industrial Revolution.
Life and public Health in the Industrial
Revolution.
The development of democracy and woman’s
suffrage.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

To identify and show detailed knowledge
of the events, issues and people they
have been studying.
They will be able to identify features and
changes during the periods of study and
know and explain their causes and
consequences.
To link to together knowledge of events
across the year 8 curriculum to
demonstrate a wider contextual
understanding of the past.
To develop their ability to compare and
contrast the significance of events.
To reach their own judgements.
To know how events, ideas and outcome
are similar or different and be able to give
examples and explain why.
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MUSIC

Music is an essential part of the national curriculum as it allows students to be creative, confident, and committed
learners. Students will study music twice a week on a rotation with Design and Technology.
The Year 8 curriculum focuses on developing the skills gained in Year 7, but challenging students to be able to
achieve at the next level. The various areas of study, include Reggae, Film Music, The Blues and Songwriting. The
curriculum will allow students to explore other cultures by studying World Music and will enable them to extend
their skills by using two-hands on the keyboard, use music technology and read TAB notation.
All lessons are not only designed to deliver a broad range of musical skills, but we will also explore how music is
used in the wider world and the vast range of skills that it can offer, such as resilience, analytical skills, time
management and cultural capital.
We understand that not all students will study music beyond KS3, however, the skills gained are incredibly valuable
for their future. All we ask is that our students try their best and enjoy their lessons which will help them to be
successful and open-minded individuals.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need
to know
Reggae (Ukulele).
Film Music.
The Blues.
Song Writing.

What students need to be able to do

Reggae (Ukulele):
Understand the historical context.
How to read chords.
How to strum.
How to read TAB notation.
Understand the meaning of syncopation, hook and skank.
Perform in an ensemble performance.
Film Music:
How composers use musical elements to emphasis the action
on screen.
Understand the terms ostinato, leitmotif and dissonance.
Develop music technology skills.
Compose a piece of music to a given clip.
The Blues:
Understand the 12 bar blues.
What walking bass line is.
Understand what the C Blues scale is.
How to improvise.
Perform in a pair on the keyboard.
Song Writing:
Learn the four chords.
Verse/chorus structure.
Lyric writing techniques.
Rhyming couplets.
Use their voice in a performance (Solo or duet).
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PE
FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Leadership and Analysis
Developing leader
Organises a small group for a warm-up and can demonstrate
good communication skills.
Young Leader
Leads a large group for sports specific warm-up.
Organising the equipment and participants.
Can provide some feedback to others.
Performance
Beginning
To use skills/techniques in isolation/games/
routines (motifs).
improved control, timing and success.
Technique / Technical actions look aesthetic.
Consistently
To use skills/techniques in isolation/games/
routines (motifs) always with control, timing and success.
Decision Making
Respond
Demonstrates a quick response to various changing
situations.
Is starting to become tactically aware in game situations.
Communication
Decisions influence the flow and control of the game.
Can communicate decisions effectively.
Implements tactics within game play.
Sporting conduct
Team Player
Listens to other people’s ideas and respects their views.
Begins to develop sportsperson like conduct e.g. shaking
hands, helping an injured player.
Sporting behaviour
Sets an example to others. Very fair and honest. Respects the
rules of the game.
Fitness Understanding
Energy
Works at maximal levels in lessons to improve fitness.
Understands how to measure Heart Rate and Maximum
Heart Rate.
Commitment
Can link heart rate to training zones. Begin to understand
some of the components of fitness.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to
know

Students various skills and techniques
while developing leadership, performance
sporting conduct and fitness in the
following sports Rugby
Netball
Hockey
Basketball
Multi Skills
HRF
Football
Cricket
Rounders
Softball
Tennis
Athletics
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RE
In Year 8 students undertake an in-depth study of three more world faiths, these
being Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. In the Autumn term students study Hinduism
by exploring beliefs and looking at the impact these beliefs have on Hindu lifestyle
and practices.
In the Spring term students explore Islamic beliefs and practices, topics including
the life of Muhammad, the Five Pillars of Faith and the diversity of the Islamic faith
are studied.
In the final two terms students study Sikhism by exploring beliefs and looking at
the impact these have on Sikh lifestyle and how they put their beliefs into practice.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Hinduism
What is Hinduism?
What is God Like.
Why are Gods and Goddesses significant in Hinduism?
How do Hindus worship?
What are the Hindu holy places?
What do Hindu’s believe about life after death?
What are the Hindu festivals?
Does the Caste system promote inequality?
Islam
What is Islam?
Who was Muhammad?
What are the Five pillars of Islam? (including focussed lessons on
all of the Five Pillars).
Articles of Faith.
The Abrahamic Faiths.
Are all Muslims the same?
Life after death (Akhirah).
World Issues (wealth, the environment and conflict).
Charity (Zakat and Sadaqah).
What is Shariah.
The family.
Arab Israeli Conflict.
Islam today.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Follow teacher led lesson content and
instructions.
Access a range of department resources.
Discussion of personal experience.
Reading key scripture and textbooks.
Describing and explaining the core beliefs
of Sikhism and Christianity.
Evaluating the impact of the beliefs, of
faiths studied, on issues of morality and
the world at large (the environment, war,
poverty, life issues).
Creative independent learning tasks.

Sikhism
What is Sikhism?
Who is Guru Nanak?
What impact do the Five K’s and Khalsa have for Sikhs?
Why is the Guru Granth Sahib so important to Sikhs?
What happens at The Gurdwara?
What is the impact of being a Sikhism in Britain?
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SPANISH
In Year 8, we build on previously learned language whilst expanding students’ knowledge with more
advanced vocabulary and grammar. It is in Year 8 that students are introduced to different tenses and
learn how to talk in different timeframes such as the past and the future. Students then have the
opportunity to study Spanish in Year 9 and then continue at GCSE.
At KS3 children learn conversational Spanish whereby they can talk about themselves and their lives
and ask other people questions. The basics, such as phonics, spelling and pronunciation are
consolidated in Year 8 and any gaps in knowledge can start to be identified and resolved.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Correct phonics and pronunciation in Spanish
Spanish vocabulary to be able to talk
about themselves, their lives and the
wider world, their family and friends.
Listening skills to understand what other
people are saying about themselves, their
lives and the wider world in Spanish.
How verbs work in the present, future and
past (preterite) tenses in Spanish.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Write and present a short paragraph
about themselves in Spanish including
their family, friends, town and holidays.
Identify key concepts from a piece of
Spanish writing or audio about another
person’s life, town and holiday.
Recognise and conjugate regular verbs in
the present, past and future tense and
some irregular verbs.

Pupils will also be immersed in Spanish
culture as we learn about Spanish food,
drink and café culture this year.
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TEXTILES
Studying Textiles at Pittville School, enables students to explore design processes, work with a
broad range of media and develop their understanding of the world around them. As part of the Art
department, we believe the skills developed within textiles are fundamental for our students.
Creativity, cultural understanding and personal expression are at the heart of our teaching.
Our five year curriculum is designed with challenge and a love of learning at its core. We want
students to ask questions about the designers and makers they are studying, their sources of
inspiration and the materials and resources around them. Our specialist teaching room is equipped
with a broad range of specialist tools and encourage independence from our learners.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to record observations and
insights.
How to present ideas in relation to a
theme.
How to work with fabric and thread to
produce samples.
How to relate personal work to that of a
designer/artist.
How to work with mixed-media in
relation to textiles design.
Key terms and processes in textiles.

Drawing from observation in pencil and
pen.
Taking purposeful observational
photographs.
Being able to use hand embroidery
stitches.
Being able to create a repeat pattern
inspired by a personal design.
Being able to work using a design
process.
Presenting research in response to a
relevant artist/designer.
Being able to use a range of stitches on a
sewing machine.
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HOMEWORK

We believe that our students should pursue a wide range of activities beyond the classroom, of
which homework is just one. Homework will be set in order to both embed and extend the
learning that takes place in the classroom. Students must take care and pride in the work that
they produce and we ask parents/carers to support their young people in the completion of
homework. The effort that students put into the completion of work will support them in the
acquisition of knowledge, the development of skills and a growing understanding of what it is to
be an independent learner. As with all areas of school life, outstanding effort and outcomes will
be recognised and celebrated through our rewards policy.
How will homework be set?
Homework will be set by teachers via the assignment function on Microsoft Teams. Parents/carers will
receive a weekly update email containing details of the homework their child has been set. Some
homeworks will be submitted in class and others online.
How much homework will I receive?
Each half term you will receive a homework schedule which outlines the homework your son/daughter
should expect to receive across their curriculum.
How will homework be marked?
Some homework tasks will be marked via the
assignment function on teams and other may be
marked on the homework itself, should a physical
piece of work be handed in. Self-marking quizzes will
be used by staff and at times peers will be involved in
the assessment of homework and feedback to one
another. Homework will be marked where appropriate
but not in every instance.

What different types of homework will I receive?
At Pittville School, we believe that homework should be based around three principles: preparation,
retrieval and purposeful practice.
Students will receive a variety of homework tasks including:
Retrieval practice multiple choice quizzes.
Flashcard revision.
Flip learning.
Kahoot.
Learning spellings and key words.
Research tasks.
Design tasks.
Extended question and essay tasks.
Revision and independent study tasks in preparation for assessments.
Continuation, development and refinement of NEA work (KS4).
Directed improvement and reflection tasks (DIRT).
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Extended tasks focused on purposeful practice around key knowledge and skills.

ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT POINTS
Week beginning 10th October - Foundational knowledge assessment - two week window.
Week beginning Monday 27th February - Key assessment point -two week window.
Thursday 20th April - Year 8 parents evening.

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE ASSESSED?
Your child will be assessed formally at one or two defined point(s) within the school year, as
identified above. Whilst many subjects will set a formal written assessment, some of the more
practical based subjects will make on-going assessments of your child's progress in relation to
age related expected progress in these subjects.
Written assessments will be cumulative and will require students to utilise their learning from
throughout the academic year.
Written assessments for individual subjects will take different forms, examples of which may
include:
Retrieval multiple choice quizzes.
Short answer questions.
Extended answer questions.
Design tasks.
Exam style questions.
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ASSESSMENT
HOW DO I KNOW HOW WELL MY CHILD IS DOING?
On entry, your child will be placed into a "prior attainment band" (PAB) based on their KS2 SATs
results and CAT4 testing which they will undertake during the first few weeks of Year 7 (or on entry to
Pittville School). This PAB is intended to allow parents and carers to have a clear understanding of
how their child is progressing in relation to other students with a similar prior attainment. It also
allows us as a school to quickly identify and intervene with underperformance and a lack of expected
progress at all levels.
Following each assessment point you will receive a written report. For subjects which have completed
a written assessment, you will see your child's percentage mark in the recent assessment along with
the average percentage mark for students in the same PAB. This will allow you (and us) to gauge their
performance. Students who are regularly performing significantly below that of their similar prior
attainment peers will indicate a cause for concern. You will see clear targets on the report which you
can support your child with in order that they further improve their knowledge and understanding
and where necessary close their attainment gap in relation to their prior attainment peers.
For subjects which do not set a written assessment, you will see a progress indicator which will inform
you of their progress in relation to age related expectations in that individual subject. In these
subjects your child's teachers will assign one of the three progress indicators as follows:
"Exceeding" - your child is showing a flair for the subject, making greater than expected age
related progress in the work they are producing
"Meeting" - your child is making age related progress in the subject
"Working Towards" - your child is experiencing some difficulty making age related progress in the
subject and may require some intervention to help them close the gap
In the same way as subjects that have completed a written assessment, these subjects will give clear
targets on the report which you can support your child with in order that they can further improve
their knowledge and understanding and where appropriate aid their progress to meet age related
expectations.

Attitude To Learning Grades (ATL)
In addition to the report you will receive following a standardised assessment point, you will also
receive an ATL grade for your child from each subject once every half term. We firmly believe that if a
student attends regularly and works hard at all times, they will make good progress in all areas
relevant to their own ability.
Excellent/good ATL grades (grade A or B) form the basis of our whole school rewards policy and
students will be expected to have excellent/good attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning
grades in order to be involved in reward trips and events.
The criteria applied to ATL grades can be seen on the next page - every student, regardless of prior
or current attainment, can achieve excellent ATL grades.
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ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
CRITERIA
GRADE A (Excellent)
· Always arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Gets books out and prepares for the lesson without having to be asked or reminded
· Always listens to and follow instructions
· Completes all work to a high standard
· Makes a positive contribution to lessons
· Always completes H/W fully, on time and to a high standard
· Does not receive any consequences
GRADE B (Good)
· Arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Quickly gets settled for the lesson
· Listens to and follows instructions
· Completes all work to the expected standard
· Completes H/W fully, on time and to the expected standard
· Rarely receives any consequences for either behaviour or H/W
GRADE C (Requires Improvement)
· Arrives late on occasions, does not always have book and other necessary equipment
· Needs to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start the lesson
· Talks when should be listening, therefore does not always know what they should to be doing or how to do it
· Work is not always completed to an appropriate standard, with a lack of care and effort
· H/W sometimes late, not completed or of an inappropriate standard
· Low level disruption results in consequences being issued
GRADE D (Unsatisfactory)
· Often late, often without books and equipment
· Often has to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start
· Often talking and not listening
· Often demonstrates a lack of care and effort with work
· H/W often late, not completed fully or of a poor standard
· Consequences often issued for low level and more serious disruption

Page 22

HOW CAN I HELP?
We appreciate that our parents and carers want to support the school
and their children in making progress across the curriculum. On this
page we offer some ideas as to how you can help.

EXPLAIN
Explain the importance of talking about school. Give your child
opportunity to discuss their school work. Ask them about what they are
studying and how this links to what they have studied previously.

ENCOURAGE
Encourage and praise your child for taking pride in the presentation of
their work and for the effort they put into homework. Help them to take
responsibility for their own organisation and learning.
Encourage your child to read and engage in discussion with them around
this literature.

ENGAGE
Engage with and utilise the weekly homework email updates and keep
up to date with the homework your child has been set.
Encourage your child to read and engage in discussion with them around
this literature.

ESTABLISH
Establish good routines at home around work spaces, the time spent on
work and the atmosphere in which work is completed. Help your child to
establish routines which work for them.
Utilise the resources available to you. Microsoft Teams and One Note
contain all of the resources that your child needs to work at home. Use
the library, independent study and extra-curricular clubs at school.
Develop skills in using ICT and please get in touch with the school if you
require any support or do not have access to particular resources at
home. .
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