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CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW
At Key Stage 3 all students undertake a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics,
science, French & Spanish (MFL), geography, history, RE, drama, art (including textiles), PE, and
RSHE. In addition students in Years 7 & 8 take part in design technology, food & nutrition, ICT and
music on a rotation basis throughout each year.
In Year 9, all students continue with a core curriculum consisting of English, mathematics, science,
geography, history, RE, drama, art, PE, and RSHE. Students in Year 9 then have the opportunity to
choose one MFL that they wish to continue with, and two of the rotation subjects including textiles,
which they will study in more detail across the whole year.
Some students choose to continue with both French and Spanish which is made possible through
a weekly lesson after school, this enables students to continue with both languages to GCSE if they
choose to.
A small number students may not continue with languages in order to follow a more personalised
curriculum more suited to their individual needs.

Groupings
Currently, Year 7 & 8 are taught in mixed attainment groups using a
combination of KS2 and CAT4 data to set the groups. Groups are
regularly reviewed and where necessary/appropriate changes will be
made to ensure all students are able to make appropriate progress.
In Year 9, as students begin to embark on the early stages of their
GCSE courses in the core subjects of English, mathematics and
science, some setting is introduced to enable appropriate access to
the tiered syllabus's in both mathematics and science. Other subjects
remain in mixed attainment groups as they will be in most GCSE
option groups.
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ENGLISH
Throughout Key Stages Three and Four, we adopt a holistic approach to the study of English, teaching
oracy, reading and writing alongside each other. As an illustration of our desire to set high expectations,
all students in Year 9 will study two full-length novels, one pre-1900, and another post-1900. We will also
deliver an exciting new unit on how to use devices such as humour and irony to create a distinctive
personal voice.
We believe that students’ understanding and knowledge retention improve when they are able to make
links in their learning. Our work during Year 9 will build on knowledge gained in Years 7 and 8 whilst
preparing strong foundations for GCSE English Language and Literature.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Year 9 units will revisit, consolidate and extend
learning from Years 7 and 8. In addition Year 9 will
be studying:
The conventions of dystopian literature, with
Orwell’s ‘1984’ as an example.
The conventions of Shakespearean comedy,
including the use of plot and subplot, stock
characters, and language features such as
wordplay.
Techniques for creating an individual voice in
speech and writing, including irony.
A unit on the gothic novel offering a further
opportunity to revise and extend knowledge
about Victorian literature and society in
preparation for GCSE.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Year 9 units will include opportunities to
practise and extend skills developed in Years
7 and 8, in addition to:
Adapt writing to a range of audiences and
purposes with increasing confidence and
effectiveness.
Analyse the methods used by writers
with increasing sophistication and detail.
Compare how ideas are presented in an
increasingly wide range of texts written
over time and in different genres, making
links with learning across Years 7, 8 and 9.

The conventions of gothic literature including
how the genre developed over time.
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MATHS

Mathematics is an important creative discipline that helps us to understand and change the
world. We want all students at Pittville School to experience the beauty, power and
enjoyment of mathematics and to develop a sense of curiosity about the subject.

At Pittville, we have high expectations for all students, we foster positive ‘can do’
attitudes and believe all students can and will achieve in mathematics by providing
opportunities for all students to develop the depth and rigour they need to make
secure and sustained progress over time.
Please read the bullet points across from knowledge to skills.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
How to transform a shape using translation,
rotation, reflection, and enlargement.
The properties of a quadratic sequence.
Both written and mental methods for
multiplying and dividing decimals and fractions.
The angle rules associated with parallel lines.
And understand bearings, including being able
to draw and measure them.
How to manipulate algebraic expressions.
How to factorise an expression.
The different averages and when to use them.
The formulae for calculating area and
circumference of a circle and how to apply it to
partial circles.
The properties of a prism.
The formula for Pythagoras’ Theorem.
The equivalence between decimals and
percentages.
What is meant by a significant figure, in order to
be able to identify them.
About different diagrams that can be used to
show outcomes of an event.
When two different variables are in direct
proportion to each other.
The general equation for a straight line graph
y=mx+c
About correlation between two variables and
what this looks like on a diagram.
What is meant by plans and elevations.
The difference between an expression,
equation, and identity.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to be able to do
Multi-step transformations and describe them
in terms of a single transformation.
Describe and generate them from a rule
Solve problems involving multiplying and
dividing decimals and fractions.
Find missing angles within parallel lines.
Find missing angles and work with scale
drawings involving bearings.
Expand a double bracket.
Factorise quadratics with all positive terms.
To calculate averages from a grouped
frequency table.
Use them correctly to aid calculation of area
and perimeter of shapes involving partial
circles.
Calculate the surface area of a prism.
Apply this to find missing lengths.
Apply this to use the multiplier method for
calculating percentage change.
Use this to round to a given significant figure
and apply to estimation.
Use these to calculate the probability of an
event happening or not happening.
To apply understanding of scale to solve
problems involving direct proportion.
Use this to recognise and sketch graphs and
interpret gradients and intercept in context.
Be able to draw and interpret scatter graphs
and use a line of best fit.
Be able to represent 3D shapes in 2D.
To be able to solve inequalities and equations
with the unknown on both sides.
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MATHS

In advance of each term we will
continue to set a ‘flipped’
learning homework. This will
enable you to look ahead and
prepare for the learning about to
take place. It contains a list of
key words which we encourage
you to look through and
familiarise yourself with. It also
contains a few short and varied
tasks to introduce the upcoming
themes.
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SCIENCE

At Pittville School our five year science curriculum is driven by three principles:
Development of students into scientifically literate citizens.
Embedding an enjoyment of Science.
Empowering students to obtain their best possible Science GCSEs to give them
the greatest opportunities for their further education and careers.

FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
What students need to know
3.7 Mechanics and Magnetic fields
4.1Cell biology
4.2 Transport systems
4.3 Infection and Response
5.1 Atomic structure and the Periodic Table
5.2 Structure, bonding and the properties of matter
6.1 Energy
6.3 Particle model of matter
internal energy, energy transfers and particle motions

Please see our additional Science intended curriculum booklet for more in-depth
information on foundational knowledge and skills for each area of study.
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ART
In KS3 students learn about colour theory, the Elements of Art, the
History of Art, Street Art, Surrealism and Portraiture to name a few key
topics.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to put together a GCSE style project that meets
the GCSE assessment objectives.
An awareness of the GCSE course and assessment
objectives in order to make an informed decision
when selecting GCSE options.
Learning about the work of contemporary artists
work such as Michael Craig-Martin, Vince Low,
Stephen Wiltshire, Nikki Farquharson.

Observational pencil drawing of an everyday
object.
Acrylic painting in the style of Michael CraigMartin.
Drawing using alternative tools such as sticks
dipped in ink.
Continuous line portrait drawing.
Create a portrait using mark making in biro.
Mono-printing of a self-portrait.
How to create a mixed media portrait in the
style of Loui Jover. Sellotape transfer, aging
paper, application of collage.
Measure, cut and then weave portraits together
in the style of Greg Sand.
Compare and contrast the work of
contemporary artists.
Different ways of drawing a city skyline using
continuous line, bold line and squiggly line.
Drawing a building using one point perspective.
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COMPUTING
Computing underpins today’s modern lifestyle. it is essential that all
students gain the confidence and ability that they need in this subject
to prepare them for the challenge of a rapidly developing and
changing technological world.
In Key Stage 3, students will develop their skills and understanding in
three key areas; digital literacy, information technology and computer
science

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
In addition to building on Year 8 content:
Combine software tools to produced high
quality multimedia components.
Develop key skills in data manipulation
(spreadsheets and databases).

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Create digital artwork that is fit for
purpose and audience.
Create and combine multimedia
components such as graphics,
animations, video and sound.
Know cyber dangers and how to protect
themselves against social engineering
and other common cybercrime.
Give the benefits and drawbacks of
specific modern technology to society.
Know how to structure a database
table, add and edit records and perform
queries.

Page 7

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

We live in a world where technology is inescapable.
Learning about design processes and how products and accessories in
our everyday lives enhance and sustain modern living is all part of the
DT curriculum at Pittville School. We feel this curriculum is both
challenging and enjoyable.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to design and make two different
products using a variety of different
materials – speaker and gaming/jewellery
stand.
Use a variety of different hand tools and
machinery in the workshop.
Use of different materials including
plastics and woods.
Be able to use different CAD software.

Understand health and safety hazards in
the workshop.

Throughout the year the students will focus on the
following skills:
Design Process.
Drawing skills.
Materials research.
Card modelling.
Cutting.
Filing.
Sanding.
CAD – 2D design.
Line bending process.
Plastics, metals and wood categories.
Chiselling.
Drilling.
Soldering – Electronics.

Have sufficient electronics knowledge to
create a working circuit.
Students will use a variety of hand tools
and machinery for completion of joining
methods.
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FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Advanced acting skills – exploring character from text.
Evaluate and analyse production of studied text.
Devising revisited.
Exploring the play Blood Brothers, focusing on themes and context.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Advanced acting skills: Character from text
Explore scenes from a selection of plays.
Identify characters.
Focus on, voice, physicality, and facial expressions.
Identify their intentions.
Communicate appropriate emotion to an audience.
Evaluate and analyse live theatre:
Watch scenes from a studied production.
Understand the difference between analysing and evaluating.
Focus on the acting and how a character is been communicated.
Identify from prior learning what acting skills are used when playing a
character.
Devising revisited:
Pick their own stimulus.
Research to create narrative and character.
Select their own style from prior learning.
Character development.
Exploring the play Blood Brothers:
Understand what themes and context mean.
Why these are important in a play.
Explore these practically.
How to mine the text.
Communicate theme and context to an audience.

DRAMA
Drama is a very important part
of our curriculum at Pittville
School, and every student in
Year 9 will participate in one
hour per week. All lessons are
not only designed to deliver a
range of drama skills, but to
encourage students to develop
their ‘soft skills’, such as
problem solving, teamwork,
confidence, time management,
leadership, creative thinking,
and interpersonal skills. We
know that whether students
choose to take drama at GCSE
or not, these skills are incredibly
important to their success as
socially aware adults and
confident members of our
community.
During year 9, students will be
learning more specialised skills,
in preparation for GCSE drama.
The lessons have been
designed to combine all their
learning from KS3. There is an
increased focus on them
becoming more self-sufficient
and creating work that is
imaginative and challenging.
They will be expected to watch
live theatre and successfully
evaluate and analyse
professional actors, as well as
beginning to explore GCSE texts
and understand the importance
of themes and context.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION

By instilling a love of cooking, we hope to open a door to one
of the great expressions of human creativity. Learning how to
cook is a crucial life skill that enables students to feed
themselves and others affordably and well, now and in later
life.
During Year 9 students will cook a repertoire of dishes to equip
them for GCSE and enable them to feed themselves.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Macro nutrients in the diet – Protein
Carbohydrate and Fat.
The science behind breadmaking.
How to carry out a food investigation.
Food choices and the environment.
Food security and budgeting.
Raising agents.
How to cook a range of sweet baked
products.
How to cook a range of dishes that.
illustrate the nutritional groups and can
be a part of a balanced diet.
The different raising agents used in baked
products.
Vegetarian and vegan diets.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Work safely & hygienically in a kitchen
environment.
Work cooperatively with others.
Use a vegetable knife with confidence.
Use an oven confidently and safely.
Use the hob confidently and safely.
Identify and use a range of kitchen
equipment.
The sources & functions of Protein
Carbohydrate and fat.
Identify the ingredients used in
breadmaking and the science behind
their use.
Prepare and cook a range of bread
products.
Prepare and cook a range of medium skill
main meal, snack and dessert recipes.
Discuss the impact of food choices on the
environment.
Identify how to cut down on food waste
and apply this knowledge to their
households.
Understand how raising agents work in
baked products.
Cook a range of vegetarian dishes using
protein alternatives.
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FRENCH
In Year 9 we begin to look at more complex language, laying secure foundations for
GCSE, whilst increasing the vocabulary range of students which enables them to talk
about themselves in more detail, expressing opinions.
Cultural knowledge is still a key element, whether it is learning about schools in
France and how they are different, or about French music, cities and regions in
France and of course French food!
We consolidate grammatical knowledge so that students are able to talk about what
they did and what they are planning to do, as well as what they would like to do.
At the end of Year 9 pupils may choose to carry on with GCSE French into Year 10.
By this stage they will already have a very good grounding in French which will stand
them in good stead for future learning.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Vocabulary continues to be a key
component of language learning.
Students will learn the vocabulary to do
with free time activities, cultural activities
such as music and travel, school and
food.
Grammar - using verbs to give opinions
and express what we have done in the
past and would like to do in the future
Phonics remain an essential part of
learning French – sound and letter
combinations and how these differ from
English – and how they impact on
spelling.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Apply knowledge of phonics when
speaking for accurate pronunciation
Use phonics to help with understanding
when listening to French.
Use their knowledge of French to write
short paragraphs about themselves, their
interests and what they like to do, what
they have done and will do.
Conjugate a range of key verbs in past,
present and future tenses.
Pick out key messages when listening or
reading.
Begin to think about how they can use
the language that they already have to
express themselves, rather than trying to
directly translate from the English.
Use the internet carefully when looking
up new words or phrases.
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GEOGRAPHY

Within each unit at KS3 we have made curriculum links with other subjects at Pittville school so that
students can transfer and build on their knowledge and skills to support progress in all subjects.
There is a particular focus on key geographical skills such as map reading, statistical analysis and
graph interpretation. We also place a strong emphasis on gateway words such as development and
climate change. These are regularly used and their understanding checked as they give students a
deep understanding of the subject, and once embedded, can be used in subsequent learning.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need to know
Term 1: Development
Students explore how to measure and compare
development between different countries.
GATEWAY WORDS: Standard of living, quality of life, HDI,
demographic transition model, de-industrialisation.
Term 2: Risky World
Students study the theory of plate tectonics and how this
poses risks to certain places.
GATEWAY WORDS: tectonic, plates, volcanoes, earthquakes.
Term 3: Population
Students learn about why global population rates vary and
the impacts of this on different places.
GATEWAY WORDS: Migration, birth dates, natural increase.
Term 4: Resource Management (KS4)
Students learn about the fundamental resources (Food,
water & energy) for a place development and why they need
managing.
GATEWAY WORDS: Carbon footprint, food miles, energy mix,
organic produce.
Term 5: Rivers (KS4)
Students study river processes and landforms followed by
the human and physical factors and impacts of flooding and
the various management strategies.
GATEWAY WORDS: Discharge, fluvial processes, hydrograph,
vertical/lateral erosion.
Term 6: Issue evaluation practice (KS4)
Students analyse a geographical issue culminating in a
decision-making exercise.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Students are required to develop and
demonstrate a range of geographical skills
throughout their study of AQA A geography.
Cartographic skills relating to a variety of atlas
& OS maps at different scales.
Graphical skills to interpret and extract
information from different types of maps,
graphs and charts, including population
pyramids, choropleth maps, flow-line maps,
dispersion graphs.
Numerical skills to understand and correctly
use proportion and ratio, magnitude and
frequency and draw informed conclusions
from numerical data.
Statistical skills to use appropriate measures
of central tendency, spread and cumulative
frequency (median, mean, range, quartiles
and inter-quartile range, mode and modal
class) and calculate percentage increase or
decrease and understand the use of
percentiles.
Use of qualitative and quantitative data from
both primary and secondary sources to
obtain, illustrate, communicate, interpret,
analyse and evaluate geographical
information.
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HISTORY

To be a historian is to be curious and imaginative:
ready to question, to challenge and to learn. The study
of history ensures that the past remains alive,
dynamic, controversial, and ever relevant.
In Year 9 we focus on twentieth century history.
Students study the impact and consequences of WWI
and WWII with a look at the rise of dictatorships
between these two global conflicts. We also complete
an in-depth study of the Holocaust.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
The causes and consequences of World War One
1890- 1914.
The terms of the Treaty of Versailles and their
consequences.
The Impact of World War One on Germany 1918 –
1923.
The Causes and consequences of the Russian
Revolution 1890 – 1924.
The rise of the dictators; Hitler, Stalin and
Mussolini.
Hitler’s Rise to power 1929 – 1934.
The Second World War, causes and consequences.
The Holocaust and Nazi persecution.
The end of the Second World War and how this
led to the Cold War 1945 – 1991.
The Cold War 1945 – 1991; examination of the
Cold War and various events that make up the
Cold war;
Berlin and the Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile Crisis.
The ending of the Cold war.

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

To identify the key causes and
consequences of historical events.
To judge the significance of short term
and long-term causes.
To recognise and explain the importance
of short term and long-term
consequences.
To compare and contrast the impact and
development of ideologies on society,
politics and the economy.
To compare and contrast the similarities
and differences between different
ideologies and how this can lead to
conflict.
To examine a sequence of events and
how this leads to change.
To examine the rate of change and its
impact on people and place.
To understand and explain why different
interpretations of the past exist.
To explain how and why interpretations
of the past are similar and different.
To understand how time, place,
perspective, purpose, background can
influence an interpretation.
To question the utility and reliability of the
evidence and interpretations examined to
understand the past.
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MUSIC

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to be able to do

Musical theatre:
Understand what musical theatre is.
Understand how music and drama work together.
Identify musical elements that are used to tell a story.
Identify different voice types.
Perform a piece of musical theatre as an ensemble.
Electronic dance music:
Use Garage band – using all the features.
Understand the meaning of quantise, transition effect,
bouncing, layering, looping and sampling.
Produce a song in pairs.

In Year 9, Music becomes optional. Students
will have authentic experiences of the music
industry and be equipped with skills that are
essential for GCSE music.
The Year 9 curriculum extends on the skills
gained in Years 7 and 8 but gives them
opportunities to take an ownership on their
learning through leadership roles. The
various areas of study, include Musical
Theatre, Britpop, Electronic Dance Music,
Orchestration, Set Brief Composition, and
Battle of the Bands.
Students will also be tasked with hosting their
own showcase event in which they will
perform their work. The curriculum also
allows them to explore their own
musicianship and immerse themselves within
the culture of music at Pittville School.

Brit Pop:
Understand how British culture has influenced society.
Identify the features of what makes it sound like British
pop music.
Learn a popular British song and perform it to an
audience.
Orchestration:
Look at instrumental techniques.
Notate a theme into Musescore.
Write their own piece of music into the programme.
To input dynamics and tempo into Musescore.
World Music:
Explore Samba and Gamalan and Bhangra music.
Assess how world music has been fused with popular
music.
Explore world instruments
Identify rhythms – related to style.
Compose and then perform in one of these styles.
Battle of the bands:
Independently choose a song and style to create a
performance.
Rehearse the piece.
Organise a concert to be performed to an audience.
To perform to an audience.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE
What students need
to know
Musical theatre.
Electronic dance
music.
Brit Pop.
Orchestration.
World Music.
Battle of the bands.
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PE
FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do

Leadership and Analysis
Leader
Leads a large group for a warm-up, skill development drill.
Demonstrating confidence in their communication and
they are well organised. Can suggest some areas for
improvement.
Facilitator
Leads the whole class for a skill development drill/game.
Understanding the need for progression and
differentiation.
Performance
Range
Developed a range of techniques to perform/outwit an
opponent, showing variation and success.
Advanced
Acquired advanced techniques that are always used in
performances.
Decision Making
Decisive
Decisions influence the flow and control of the game,
communicating decisions effectively.
Decisive
Decisions influence the flow and control of the game,
communicating decisions effectively.
Sporting conduct
Etiquette
Understands the etiquette of some sports. Organizes team
to do the same. Is beginning to understand
gamepersonship and sportspersonship.
Role-Model
The ‘whole sports person’. Others aspire and respect this
student.
Fitness Understanding
Determined
Can set personalised fitness goals and know the
components of fitness needed in certain sports.
Endeavour
Develop a personalised training programme to focus on a
specific component and begin to know different methods
of training.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know
Students will learn various skills and
techniques while developing
leadership, performance, sporting
conduct and fitness in the following
sports Rugby
Basketball
Multi Skills
Health Related Fitness
Football
Cricket
Rounders
Softball
Tennis
Athletics
Badminton
Volleyball
Netball
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RE
FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

What students need to know

The first unit of 'Philosophy of religion' explores the ideas
of influential Western philosophers focusing on questions
surrounding human knowledge and the existence of God.
The second part of this unit ‘Ethics’ explores questions
about right and wrong, human nature and artificial
intelligence.
In the spring term Year 9 students undertake an in-depth
study of Judaism ‘Beliefs and Practices’ looking at Jewish
beliefs and practices. The core beliefs and history are
studied in-depth before students go onto exploring
Jewish practice and lifestyle.
In the final two terms, students will start their in-depth
study of Hinduism, looking at issues such as the origins of
Hinduism, Hindu life and worship, festivals and Hinduism
in the modern world.

Philosophy and ethics
The first unit 'Philosophy of religion' explores the ideas of
influential Western philosophers focusing on questions
surrounding human knowledge and the existence of God.
The second unit ‘Ethics’ explores questions about
right and wrong, human nature and artificial
intelligence.
What is ethics?
What makes us human (are we more than mere
matter?).
How should we live if God is dead?
Are goodness and pleasure the same?
Moral dilemmas.

Judaism
The nature of God.
Beliefs about life after death, including judgement and
resurrection.
The nature and role of the Messiah, including different views
on the role and importance of the Messiah.
Why is the Torah important?
The Covenant and the mitzvot.
What are the key features of the Synagogue?
What is Kosher?
How and why are festivals celebrated?
Why are rites of passage important?
What impact has the Holocaust had on
Judaism?
Hinduism
What is Hinduism?
What is God Like.
Why are Gods and Goddesses significant in
Hinduism?
How do Hindus worship?
What are the Hindu holy places?
What do Hindu’s believe about life after death?
What are the Hindu festivals?
Does the Caste system promote inequality?

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS
What students need
to be able to do
Participate in group and independent
research tasks.
Take part in group discussion/debates and
questioning.
Read key scripture and textbook material.
Study artefacts and resources linked to faith.
Describing and explaining the core beliefs of
Judaism and Islam.
Evaluating the impact of the beliefs, of faiths
studied, on issues of morality and the world at
large (the environment, war, poverty, life
issues).
Creative independent learning tasks.
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SPANISH
In Year 9 we begin to look at more complex language, laying secure foundations for GCSE, whilst
increasing the vocabulary range of students which enables them to talk about themselves in more
detail, expressing opinions.
Cultural knowledge is still a key element, whether it is learning about Spanish speaking countries and
how they are different, or about Spanish film and tv, Spanish festivals and of course, Spanish food!
We consolidate grammatical knowledge so that students are able to talk about what they did and
what they are planning to do, as well as what they would like to do.
At the end of Year 9 pupils may choose to carry on with GCSE Spanish into Year 10. By this stage they
will already have a very good grounding in Spanish which will stand them in good stead for future
learning.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

Vocabulary continues to be a key
component of language learning. Students
will learn the vocabulary to do with
technology such as what they use their
phone for, music, tv, film and most
importantly, food!
Grammar - using verbs to give opinions
and express what we have done in the
past and are going to do in the future.
Phonics remain an essential part of
learning Spanish – sound and letter
combinations and how these differ from
English – and how they impact on spelling.

Apply knowledge of phonics when
speaking for accurate pronunciation.
Use phonics to help with understanding
when listening to Spanish.
Use their knowledge of Spanish to write
short paragraphs about themselves, their
interests and what they like to do, what
they have done and will do.
Conjugate a range of key verbs in past,
present and future tenses.
Pick out key messages when listening or
reading.
Begin to think about how they can use
the language that they already have to
express themselves, rather than trying to
directly translate from the English.
Use the internet carefully when looking
up new words or phrases.

Page 17

TEXTILES
Studying Textiles at Pittville School, enables students to explore design processes, work with a
broad range of media and develop their understanding of the world around them. As part of the Art
department, we believe the skills developed within textiles are fundamental for our students.
Creativity, cultural understanding and personal expression are at the heart of our teaching.
Our five year curriculum is designed with challenge and a love of learning at its core. We want
students to ask questions about the designers and makers they are studying, their sources of
inspiration and the materials and resources around them. Our specialist teaching room is equipped
with a broad range of specialist tools and encourage independence from our learners.

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

FOUNDATIONAL
SKILLS

What students need to know

What students need
to be able to do

How to record observations and
insights.
How to present ideas in relation to a
theme.
How to work with fabric and thread to
produce samples.
How to relate personal work to that of a
designer/artist.
How to work with mixed-media in
relation to textiles design.
How to develop ideas throughout a
sustained project.
How to explore ideas in a wide range of
media.
How to produce a response to conclude
ideas.

Drawing from observation in pencil, pen
and other media.
Taking purposeful observational
photographs that are used for second
hand studies.
Being able to use hand embroidery
stitches to refine ideas.
Being able to create an imaginative
repeat pattern inspired by a personal
design.
Being able to create samples combining
different media.
Presenting creative research in response
to a relevant artist/designer.
Being able to work using a design process
to produce a personal outcome.
Being able to use a sewing machine to
produce samples.
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HOMEWORK

We believe that our students should pursue a wide range of activities beyond the classroom, of
which homework is just one. Homework will be set in order to both embed and extend the
learning that takes place in the classroom. Students must take care and pride in the work that
they produce and we ask parents/carers to support their young people in the completion of
homework. The effort that students put into the completion of work will support them in the
acquisition of knowledge, the development of skills and a growing understanding of what it is to
be an independent learner. As with all areas of school life, outstanding effort and outcomes will
be recognised and celebrated through our rewards policy.
How will homework be set?
Homework will be set by teachers via the assignment function on Microsoft Teams. Parents/carers will
receive a weekly update email containing details of the homework their child has been set. Some
homeworks will be submitted in class and others online.
How much homework will I receive?
Each half term you will receive a homework schedule which outlines the homework your son/daughter
should expect to receive across their curriculum.
How will homework be marked?
Some homework tasks will be marked via the
assignment function on teams and other may be
marked on the homework itself, should a physical
piece of work be handed in. Self-marking quizzes will
be used by staff and at times peers will be involved in
the assessment of homework and feedback to one
another. Homework will be marked where appropriate
but not in every instance.

What different types of homework will I receive?
At Pittville School, we believe that homework should be based around three principles: preparation,
retrieval and purposeful practice.
Students will receive a variety of homework tasks including:
Retrieval practice multiple choice quizzes.
Flashcard revision.
Flip learning.
Kahoot.
Learning spellings and key words.
Research tasks.
Design tasks.
Extended question and essay tasks.
Revision and independent study tasks in preparation for assessments.
Continuation, development and refinement of NEA work (KS4).
Directed improvement and reflection tasks (DIRT).
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Extended tasks focused on purposeful practice around key knowledge and skills.

ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT POINTS
Week beginning 31st October- Two week foundational knowledge assessment block begins
Thursday 26th January - Year 9 in-person parents evening
Week beginning 17th April - Two week key assessment window begins

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE ASSESSED?
Your child will be assessed formally at one or two defined point(s) within the school year, as
identified above. Whilst many subjects will set a formal written assessment, some of the more
practical based subjects will make on-going assessments of your child's progress in relation to
age related expected progress in these subjects.
Written assessments will be cumulative and will require students to utilise their learning from
throughout the academic year.
Written assessments for individual subjects will take different forms, examples of which may
include:
Retrieval multiple choice quizzes.
Short answer questions.
Extended answer questions.
Design tasks.
Exam style questions.
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ASSESSMENT
HOW DO I KNOW HOW WELL MY CHILD IS DOING?
On entry, your child will be placed into a "prior attainment band" (PAB) based on their KS2 SATs
results and CAT4 testing which they will undertake during the first few weeks of Year 7 (or on entry to
Pittville School). This PAB is intended to allow parents and carers to have a clear understanding of
how their child is progressing in relation to other students with a similar prior attainment. It also
allows us as a school to quickly identify and intervene with underperformance and a lack of expected
progress at all levels.
Following each assessment point you will receive a written report. For subjects which have completed
a written assessment, you will see your child's percentage mark in the recent assessment along with
the average percentage mark for students in the same PAB. This will allow you (and us) to gauge their
performance. Students who are regularly performing significantly below that of their similar prior
attainment peers will indicate a cause for concern. You will see clear targets on the report which you
can support your child with in order that they further improve their knowledge and understanding
and where necessary close their attainment gap in relation to their prior attainment peers.
For subjects which do not set a written assessment, you will see a progress indicator which will inform
you of their progress in relation to age related expectations in that individual subject. In these
subjects your child's teachers will assign one of the three progress indicators as follows:
"Exceeding" - your child is showing a flair for the subject, making greater than expected age
related progress in the work they are producing
"Meeting" - your child is making age related progress in the subject
"Working Towards" - your child is experiencing some difficulty making age related progress in the
subject and may require some intervention to help them close the gap
In the same way as subjects that have completed a written assessment, these subjects will give clear
targets on the report which you can support your child with in order that they can further improve
their knowledge and understanding and where appropriate aid their progress to meet age related
expectations.

Attitude To Learning Grades (ATL)
In addition to the report you will receive following a standardised assessment point, you will also
receive an ATL grade for your child from each subject once every half term. We firmly believe that if a
student attends regularly and works hard at all times, they will make good progress in all areas
relevant to their own ability.
Excellent/good ATL grades (grade A or B) form the basis of our whole school rewards policy and
students will be expected to have excellent/good attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning
grades in order to be involved in reward trips and events.
The criteria applied to ATL grades can be seen on the next page - every student, regardless of prior
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or current attainment, can achieve excellent ATL grades.

ATTITUDE TO
LEARNING CRITERIA
GRADE A (Excellent)

· Always arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Gets books out and prepares for the lesson without having to be asked or reminded
· Always listens to and follow instructions
· Completes all work to a high standard
· Makes a positive contribution to lessons
· Always completes H/W fully, on time and to a high standard
· Does not receive any consequences
GRADE B (Good)
· Arrives on time, fully equipped and ready to work
· Quickly gets settled for the lesson
· Listens to and follows instructions
· Completes all work to the expected standard
· Completes H/W fully, on time and to the expected standard
· Rarely receives any consequences for either behaviour or H/W
GRADE C (Requires Improvement)
· Arrives late on occasions, does not always have book and other necessary equipment
· Needs to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start the lesson
· Talks when should be listening, therefore does not always know what they should to be doing or how to do it
· Work is not always completed to an appropriate standard, with a lack of care and effort
· H/W sometimes late, not completed or of an inappropriate standard
· Low level disruption results in consequences being issued
GRADE D (Unsatisfactory)
· Often late, often without books and equipment
· Often has to be reminded to get books out and be ready to start
· Often talking and not listening
· Often demonstrates a lack of care and effort with work
· H/W often late, not completed fully or of a poor standard
· Consequences often issued for low level and more serious disruption
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HOW CAN I HELP?
We appreciate that our parents and carers want to support the school
and their children in making progress across the curriculum. On this
page we offer some ideas as to how you can help.

EXPLAIN
Explain the importance of talking about school. Give your child
opportunity to discuss their school work. Ask them about what they are
studying and how this links to what they have studied previously.

ENCOURAGE
Encourage and praise your child for taking pride in the presentation of
their work and for the effort they put into homework. Help them to take
responsibility for their own organisation and learning.
Encourage your child to read and engage in discussion with them around
this literature.

ENGAGE
Engage with and utilise the weekly homework email updates and keep
up to date with the homework your child has been set.

ESTABLISH
Establish good routines at home around work spaces, the time spent on
work and the atmosphere in which work is completed. Help your child to
establish routines which work for them.
Utilise the resources available to you. Microsoft Teams and One Note
contain all of the resources that your child needs to work at home. Use
the library, independent study and extra-curricular clubs at school.
Develop skills in using ICT and please get in touch with the school if you
require any support or do not have access to particular resources at
home.
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