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Dear Parents /Carers  

I hope this letter finds you and your families well. I thought I would take the opportunity to write to you to ahead of 

our return to school in September. Included in this communication are some key points that I would like to 
highlight/remind parents/carers/students. In conjunction with this letter, it is vitally important you re-read and 

familiarise yourself with the parent information PowerPoint that was sent out in July, which can be found on the 
school website in the Coronavirus page under the information and resources section labelled ‘Important Information 
September 2020’. 

Start of Term 

Year 7 will return on Tuesday 1st September. Years 7 and 11 will be in school on Wednesday, 2nd September.  Years 8, 
9 and 10 will start school on Thursday, 3rd September. Start times and entry points on to the school site vary for each 

year group. A summary is provided below. 

 

 
 

Start / End of Day Procedures: Thursday 3rd until Friday 11th 
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Start / End of Day Procedures: Monday 14th onwards 

 
 

Change to School Day Times on Wednesdays 

Last academic year the decision was made to end our school day on Wednesdays to facilitate staff training. Please see 
the table below for clarification on timings for the end of the school day on Wednesdays. 

 

 Wednesday 2nd Wednesday 9th Wednesday 16th and onwards 

Year 7 14.45pm 14.45pm 14.45pm 

Year 8 Not in school 14.45pm 14.45pm 

Year 9 Not in school 14.50pm 14.50pm 

Year 10 Not in school 15.45pm 14.55pm 

Year 11 14.45pm 15.50pm 15.00pm 

 

 

Uniform for September 
All tutors will carry out a formal uniform check at the start of the school day.  Any students with incorrect uniform will 

be sent to student reception.  We will contact parents/carers to explain what the uniform issue is and to ask that it be 
resolved as soon as possible.    Please take care when you buy new uniform over the summer that all items meet our 

uniform standards.  Lots of retailers sell clothing in their school uniform sections which do not meet our standards.  We 

will have some items of uniform that we may be able to lend out to help support parents to resolve any issues.  Please 
note that ‘hoodies’ are not acceptable.  Students should be encouraged to wear coats or plain black V-necked jumpers, 

which clearly show our school tie.  If hoodies are worn on the school site they will be confiscated.  Please see our school 
website for the booklet regarding uniform expectations at Pittville. 

 

School Skirts 
We have now introduced a regulation school skirt.  You may choose the pleated or straight version.   The   skirts are 

currently on display in our school reception.  These skirts are available from the following suppliers: www.schooltogs.com 
or www.theschoolwearcompany.co.uk    Girls are still able to wear plain black school trousers which meet our uniform 

expectations. 

 
Adaption to Uniform expectations… 

PE changing rooms:  

• Will be utilised only for the secure storage of students’ possessions.  

• Students will attend school in approved PE kit on the days that they have timetabled PE lessons (please see 
website for approved PE kit). This allows us to minimise the time that students spend in poorly ventilated 

enclosed spaces following physical activity. We will be talking to the students about the arrangements for PE 
changing in the event of poor weather at the start of term. 

Please be aware: 

• If children wear PE kit on the wrong day (when they don’t have PE), they will be sent home to change. 

• The wearing of incorrect PE kit will also result in students being sent home to change.  

• Full Pittville PE kit OR plain black jogging bottoms / leggings/shorts and plain black sweatshirts, plain white t 

shirts are THE ONLY OPTIONS 

http://www.schooltogs.com/
http://www.theschoolwearcompany.co.uk/


 
 

                                                                     
 

 

 
Behaviour 

As headteacher I have the full support of school governors in setting out clear boundaries for all students. Students who 
fail to meet these expectations can expect to be dealt with in accordance with our policy. All parents who send their 

children to Pittville agree to sign up to our policies and I ask for your continued support in maintaining our very high 

expectations of student behaviour. 
In addition to this, in light of Covid 19, I will be issuing a new home-school agreement via Edulink. There are a number 

of important changes in this document, that I will require you to sign and agree to before your son/daughter is able to 
return to Pittville School 

 

In order to ensure that learning is our number one priority and that nothing gets in the way of learning conversations 
we have asked students to remember: 

 

• Uniform is to be worn correctly at all times 

• Ties need to be worn correctly i.e. down to the students waist, with the Pittville School logo visible 

• Skirts must not be rolled up – they must be just above the knee 

• Cuffs on blazers should not be rolled back 

• Top buttons done up at all times 

• To follow school policy regarding earrings, jewellery and make up (Only one stud per ear) 

• That they engage fully in all learning activities and conduct themselves so that they and all other students can 
learn 

• To be punctual to lessons 

• To complete homework on time and produce quality work of which they can be proud of. 

• To make sure that care is taken with classwork and that exercise books are neat and tidy 

• To participate appropriately in our community so that students can be proud and happy 

• Chewing gum is not allowed in school 

• Lucozade and energy drinks are banned. They will be confiscated. 

• To respect the school environment and to not drop litter 

• To conduct themselves maturely and respectfully on the way to and from school and in all public places.  

• To be mindful of members of the public when cycling to and from school, being respectful of pedestrians on 

pavements. 
 

Mobile Phones 

We review our policy on mobile phones annually with the Governing Body. Research shows how social media misuse 
can have significant effects on well-being and self-esteem which can lead to anxiety and depression. The role of social 

media in cyber bullying is well documented. Students will be allowed to bring mobile phones into school.  If they choose 
to do so it is on the understanding that they agree with the following limitations on their use, namely: 

 

• Mobile phones, headphones and other personal devices must be switched off and kept out of sight from the 
moment they pass through the school gates in the morning to the moment they leave the school gates at the 

end of the school day. 

• Mobile phones must be switched off at all times during the school day whilst students are on the school premises, 

including in lessons and at break and lunchtimes.  It is not acceptable for phones merely to be put on silent or 
pager mode. 

• The only exception to the above is where a member of staff instructs a student to use their mobile phone in a 

lesson to support the learning in that particular lesson.  
 

If a student’s phone/personal tablet is seen in school at any time it will be confiscated and parents/carers will be asked 

to collect it from the school’s reception. 
 

A copy of our mobile phone policy will be available on the school’s website for parents to view.  We thank you for your 
support in this matter. 

 
         Lateness 

Please can I remind parents of the importance of punctuality at school.  All parents have a responsibility to ensure their 

sons/daughters arrive at school for their allocated start time. Due to our new staggered starts students will be deemed 
late if they arrive 5 minutes after their allocated time. Therefore if the start time is 8.25, students arriving after 8.30 will 

be deemed late. Students with an 8.35 start time, arriving after 8.40 will be deemed late. We will continue to use our 
‘roll-call’ system for our morning registration.  This means that all students will be expected to be standing at their 

allocated place in their tutor group at their allocated time ready to answer their name on the register.  Any student who 

is not present for roll-call and does not have a valid reason for being late will be issued with a 30 minute detention after 



 
 

                                                                     
 

school the same day.  Should this be the case we will phone/email you to let parents/carers know.  All school gates will 

be locked at 8.45 and anyone arriving after this time will need to access the school through the main gate reporting to 
main reception.  

 
Equipment 

Daily equipment checks to make sure that all students have the basic equipment with them and are prepared for the 

school day, will continue in September as they have done so this year.  This stops teachers from providing equipment 
on a regular basis to the small number of students who do not bring everything they need.  Students will be required 

to have a pen, pencil, ruler and their school planner.  Students will have to bring their own equipment and packs to 
use. It is crucial that students come to school fully equipped and ready to learn. It is no longer practical to borrow 

equipment from friends or members of staff if an item is forgotten. Students should bring to school two pens, two 

pencils, a ruler, a rubber and a calculator. 
 

Students must not bring any unnecessary items into school. Students will not be able to leave personal belongings or 
school equipment in their tutor room during the course of the school day. Access to lockers will be limited due to the 

introduction of a whole-school, one-way system. 
 

Health and Safety 

We ask that students bring tissues to school so that they can cover their mouths if they cough or sneeze. If students 
have sanitiser they should bring this to school and apply it at regular intervals. They will also be able to use school-

supplied sanitiser in addition to washing their hands with soap and water in the toilets. 
 

Cycle Permits 

As per last year, students/parents will be required to agree and sign our Cycle Code of Conduct if students wish to ride 
a bicycle to school. This code of conduct will be issued via Edulink before the resumption of the school term. Please can 

I remind you that scooters and scooting to school is still banned. 
 

Break and Lunch 
Break and lunch times will be different this year. Year groups will have staggered times to reduce mixing with other 

year groups. Furthermore the canteen will run on a reduced capacity to begin with, serving sandwiches and snacks 

only (on a take-away basis) and we will not offer the option for a sit-down meal. We encourage children to bring 
packed lunches, wherever possible. These arrangements will be reviewed regularly and are subject to future 

government guidance. 
 

Access to the School site 

Parents/Carers are reminded that only 1 adult is allowed per drop off, with no access to the site for the adult. No 
cars/vehicles are allowed on site and no parking is available on site. 

 
Parents/Carers /visitors will only be permitted on site by pre-arranged appointments. 

 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

R Gilpin 
Headteacher   


