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Pittville School
learning to achieve

Dear Member of Year 8

You are about to start out on a new stage in your education.

So far, all of the decisions about the courses you have followed have been made for you, by
the school. Now you have the chance to choose some of the subjects you will study in
Years 9, 10 and 11. The choices you make now, will influence your academic and career
opportunities in the future. It is essential therefore, that you take the time to make the
correct decisions having considered all of the information and advice available to you.

You need to start by reading this booklet very carefully. Show it to your parents too, so that
they can help you in your decision-making. You will want to refer to it several times over
the next few weeks so it would be a good idea to keep it with you.

If there is any further information that you need, do not hesitate to ask your tutor, your
subject teachers or any other member of staff you know well. We are all available and keen
to help you make the choices which will make your next three years as enjoyable and
successful as possible.

Yours sincerely

-^^^

MrRGilpin
Headteacher
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The Options Process

Week Beginning 14th January 2019
From this week onwards you will have some time in PSCHE and lessons to look at GCSE courses and there
will be an assembly about how to choose your options. You will also have some time in tutor periods to
look at the range of careers and further education courses available to you at the end of Year 11. Later
you will be given your options booklet by your tutor. There is a list of useful websites and contact
numbers at the back of this booklet.

Wednesday 23 January 2019 Tutor time and lesson 5
There will be a presentation regarding options. You will be given your option booklets and forms. You
will be given an opportunity to discuss options.

Wednesday 23rd January 2019 Options Information Evening 6 p.m. - 7 D.m.
There will be a presentation to parents about the options process. There will also be staff available for
general careers advice so you can think about your option choices. We highly recommend that everyone
attends this information evening.

Wednesday 6 February 2019 Parent's Evening 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
This will provide you with the opportunity to talk to your teachers about your progress to date and
potential option choices

Friday 15th February 2019 DEADLINE FOR ALL OPTIONS FORMS TO BE COMPLETED
All options forms must have been signed by parents and handed back to tutors by Friday 15 February at
the latest. If you return your forms after this date, you run the risk of not getting the options you want.

This information is then used to confirm blocking and classes ready for timetabling.

Friday 5th April 2019
If you are allocated one of your reserve subjects, you will be spoken to before the end of the Easter term
to confirm you are happy with the combination of subjects being offered. Your parents will not be
routinely contacted at this point, but they are more than welcome to get in touch if they need further
information.

If there are no problems with your options, you will be notified of your final choices on Friday 5L" April.

In the event that we are unable to offer you your option choices, even using your reserves, we will
contact your parents and offer further advice.
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Option Pathways

You have been given a letter with this booklet which indicates the curriculum pathway which is best suited to your
learning needs. This decision has been made based on your current performance along with other data and
information that we know about you.

The pathways have been designed to:
Provide access to appropriate subjects and levels of support for you individually
Increase the chances of you achieving the best overall grades possible
Increase the opportunities for you to progress beyond year 11

Pathways
1. EBACC Pathway

The English Baccalaureate (EBACC) is a way of reporting academic achievement. The Government
introduced it several years ago to encourage you to study a broad curriculum of GCSE subjects. The
Baccalaureate requires you to achieve a grade 5 or above in English (language or literature), mathematics,
science, a humanities subject (either history or geography) and a modern foreign language (either French or
Spanish studied here at Pittville, although a large range of other languages are also included).

If you have been recommended to follow the EBACC pathway, your teachers feel that you have the potential
to achieve grade 5 or above in these subjects. Whilst it is not compulsory, we would strongly recommend
that you consider choosing both a humanities subject and a language as part of your 4 option choices.

If you have not been recommended to follow the EBACC pathway, this does not prevent you from choosing
both a humanities and a language subject. You need to discuss the appropriateness of you taking them with
your subject teachers.

2. Elevate Pathway
This pathway has been designed for those students who should be aiming to gain at least five GCSEs (or
equivalent) many of which will be at grade 4.

You should consider choosing a mixture of BTEC technical awards, academic and practical GCSE courses,
making sure that the subjects you choose are ones that you are best suited to. Some GCSE subjects require a
higher level of literacy than others. You need to look carefully at the information provided in the subject
requirements section of each subject page in this booklet and discuss the appropriateness of the course with
your teachers.

3. Aspire Pathway
This pathway has been designed for those students who need additional support with their learning. You
should look carefully at the subjects which are available to the Aspire Pathway only and also those which do
not require high levels of literacy.

Parents of students who have been recommended this pathway will be contacted by a member of the SEND

team to discuss the most appropriate choices for individual students. Please see Access Arrangements and

Additional Support below.
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Access Arrangements and Additional Support

We know that students at Pittville School can and will achieve great things during their time with us. Young
people at the school with identified special educational needs will largely follow the EBACC or Elevate pathways
available with support from teachers and members of the SEND Faculty to access and achieve in their chosen

subjects. We believe firmly in having high expectations for all of our students as well as the importance of fair
access to the curriculum.

As a faculty, we will liaise with the Heads of Faculty to ensure that students with SEND are aware of the choices
that they are making and how these might connect with their intentions post 16. We will also support Heads of
Faculty with regards to grouping and accessibility.

A young person with special educational needs may have support through Quality First teaching in the classroom,
a Teaching Assistant, intervention support and through agreed access arrangements.

Pittville School identifies students who may require access arrangements in the summer of Year 8 and will assess
these students in Year 9. Examples of arrangements might be a reader or use of a computer for their exams.

We recognise that following a wide range of GCSE and BTEC courses will be challenging for some of our students
in light of their learning difficulties. We aim to be responsive to each cohort of students that come through the
school. In response to the current Year 8 cohort, we are offering an Aspire Pathway for a selected number of
young people with SEND. This programme will support skills development for individuals. This will be discussed
individually with parents/carers in conjunction with the options process.

Lastly, if your son/daughter has English as an additional language, we offer support for revision and intervention
through our team of specialist EAL teachers and can often support students to sit the appropriate GCSE
qualification in their Home language (dependent upon the specific language).

If you have any queries regarding support, access arrangements or the Aspire Pathway, please do not hesitate to
contact our SENDCo, Emily Bottell
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Making the Right Choice

Making the right decision is vitally important because the subjects you choose could influence your future career
possibilities. During the next few weeks you are encouraged to:

Look at your strengths and weaknesses and discuss these with your tutor and subject teachers.

Choose subjects you enjoy and in which you have the ability to be successful. Once you start on a course,
you cannot easily change, so it is vital you make the right choice, first time.

Do some research into the careers and courses that might interest you when you leave in Year 11. Find out
which subjects you might need and what grades you would need to do these courses.

DO NOT choose subjects because your friends are doing them or you think you will get a particular teacher.
There is no guarantee that you will be in the same group or with the same teacher.

•

And remember.... all subjects will be HARD WORK. There is no such thing as an 'easy' subject; it just seems that
way because you are interested in it or are good at it. Regardless of ability, a growth mind-set and a passion for
the subject are essential to success at all levels in every subject.

All subjects will require a lot of writing and learning theory. This includes PE, food & nutrition, drama, music, etc.
You will not spend all your time playing sports, cooking or performing! You will have to do theory lessons as well
and sit written exam papers.

BTEC Technical Awards
BTEC Technical Awards are vocational (work related) qualifications offered by the EDEXCEL exam board. They are
recognised nationally by employers and colleges and are offered in many schools as an alternative to traditional
GCSE courses. This year we will be offering BTEC Health & Social Care, BTEC Engineering, BTEC Sport, Activity &
Fitness and for those students on the Aspire pathway only, Level 1/2 Award in Tourism. We will also be running
courses in Enterprise & Marketing and Hospitality & Catering.

BTEC courses are mainly assessed through on-going assignments with one of the compulsory units being
externally examined or moderated. They are equivalent to one GCSE and are graded as pass (GCSE grade 4),
merit (GCSE grade 5), distinction (GCSE grade 7) & and distinction * (GCSE grades).

They are an appropriate alternative for students who struggle with very academic courses assessed by
examination only and therefore most suited for students following the Elevate or Aspire pathways. It is
important you are aware that in general, level 2 BTEC courses will lead on to level 3 BTEC courses rather than A
levels. They may not be the most appropriate courses for students on the EBACC pathway, intending to go on to
study academic A Levels. Level 3 BTECs are equivalent to one A level and can lead to foundation degrees or
higher vocational qualifications.



^
^-

The new GCSEs

You will be taking the new GCSEs at the end of Year 11. These will be graded from 9 (highest) down to 1 (lowest).
In many subjects coursework has been removed, so for the majority of subjects you take, the assessment will be
100% exam at the end of Year 11. Practical subjects such as textiles, engineering, food & nutrition, drama, art,
music and PE will still include practical elements, but expect more of the course to be examined than in the past.

Attendance

Missing school can seriously affect your long-term future. If you are not in class, your teacher cannot teach, help,
support and guide you through your courses. 90% attendance might sound very good, but.....

90% attendance means you are missing half a day of school every week. This equates to four weeks of school a
year. During your time at secondary school this would be half a school year missed putting you half a year behind
someone with full attendance.

80% attendance means missing one day of school per week. This means eight weeks per year or one full year of
schooling.

Research shows that a Year 11 student, who misses 17 days during the year, making their attendance 91%, will
get ONE GRADE LESS AT GCSE.

FULL attendance is critical in every subject whether it is a GCSE or BTEC. BTEC courses require a number of tasks
to be completed by set dates. Failure to complete any one part of any one task will result in the whole course

being failed. Similarly in GCSE courses, it is a requirement that each component of the course is completed. It is
therefore ESSENTIAL that you attend ALL lessons, keep up to date and complete ALL assignments by the
deadlines given. If an absence is unavoidable, make sure you catch up any missing work and speak to your
teachers if you do not understand the work.

Being in school and meeting deadlines will help you keep on top of the workload and manage stress levels.

Homework

To achieve success in any subject, it is important to understand that the work you do in the classroom IS NOT
ENOUGH. You should expect to do between one and two hours of HOMEWORK each evening. This could be tasks
set by your teacher, independent research, reading through notes or practising skills learned in lessons. In some
subjects you will need to prepare for or complete coursework. There will be lots of support sessions available
after school to help you and you may need to attend these regularly to ensure the highest level of success.

It is essential that YOU take responsibility for your own success. This will help you to succeed at sixth form
where the study load will increase again. If you are completing vocational qualifications or an apprenticeship, you
will still have to complete assignments and portfolios outside of your working or college hours. This will be much

easier if you already have good study habits.
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Option Subjects

The rest of this booklet explains the subjects that you can choose from. You can see below that there is a wide
choice, some subjects you will be familiar with, others which will be new to you. We hope there will be
something for everyone, whatever your ability, interests or future educational and career plans!

ALL students, regardless of pathway, MUST choose at least one subject from the group of EBACC subjects. It is
recommended that students on the Aspire pathway choose the Award in Tourism.

Students on the EBACC pathway should consider choosing either History or Geography AND either French or
Spanish.

Some subjects are available for specific pathways only, or have very specific subject requirements. Please check
the subject requirements section on each of the subject pages that follow. We aim to ensure that everyone gets a
personalised curriculum that is ideally suited to them. In order to get a balanced curriculum, you are advised to
consider the merits of choosing a range of subjects from different curriculum areas.

All subjects currently have five lessons across a fortnight.

EBACC Subjects
GCSE Triple Science
GCSE History
GCSE Geography
GCSE French
GCSE Spanish
Award in Tourism
(Aspire pathway only)

BTEC Technical Awards

Engineering
Health & Social Care

Sport, Activity & Fitness

Expressive Arts Subjects
GCSE Art, Craft & Design
GCSE Dance

GCSE Drama

GCSE Music

GCSE Textiles

Awards & Certificates

Enterprise & Marketing
Hospitality & Catering

Other GCSE Subjects
GCSE Further Maths

GCSE Business Studies
GCSE Film
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition PE
GCSE PE

ASDAN Personal Development - selected
Aspire pathways students only

Although we start by offering all of these courses, they will only run if there is sufficient demand

Please choose at least one subject from the group of EBACC subjects, followed by THREE other subjects. In
addition, please choose one reserve subject for each option block. It is vital that the reserve choices are
considered carefully, as there is a chance that you will be allocated at least one of them.

Failing to provide a reserve choice in each block will not change whether a particular combination will fit and
will not guarantee you a place in your first four choices.

Teaching staff will also be consulted about choices and may offer additional advice about the suitability of the
course for you.
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Name

Y8 OPTIONS FORM 2019-2022

Tutor Group

You must choose at least ONE subject from the EBACC group of subjects
You must choose ONE subject from each of the four blocks.
You CANNOT choose the same subject twice.
You CANNOT choose both Art and Textiles together.
You must choose ONE RESERVE FOR EACH OPTION BLOCK.
Look carefully at the information you have been given about the subjectsand make sure you have chosen the
right subjects for you.

ONCE YOU HAVE MADE YOUR CHOICES AND STARTED ON YOUR NEW COURSES, IT IS VERY DIFFICULT
TO CHANGE - TAKE YOUR TIME, SEEK ADVICE, RESEARCH THE REQUIREMENTS FOR FUTURE COURSES

AND CAREERS CAREFULLY.

OPTION BLOCK A OPTION BLOCK OPTION BLOCK C OPTION BLOCK D
Art, Craft & Design
Engineering BTEC
Geography
Health & Social Care BTEC
History
Music
PE
PE BTEC
Spanish
PDP (selected students)

Business Studies

Enterprise & Marketing CERT
Drama
Food & Nutrition
Health & Social Care BTEC
History
Spanish
Textiles
Travel & Tourism BTEC

Additional Maths
Art
Dance
Engineering BTEC
Film
French
Geography
History

Art
Business Studies
Drama
Food & Nutrition
French

Geography
Hospitality AWARD
Polish
Triple Science

OPTION BLOCK A
CHOICE: RESERVE CHOICE

OPTION BLOCK B
CHOICE: RESERVE CHOICE

OPTION BLOCK C
CHOICE:

RESERVE CHOICE

OPTION BLOCK D
CHOICE: RESERVE CHOICE

I have read the information about each of the subjects carefully and have picked one subject and
reserve from each block. I understand it may not be possibly for me to study all of my first four
choices and am therefore happy to study any of my resen/e choices.

Signed ....................................................... (Student)

Signed (Parent/Carer) Date
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SUBJECT INFORMATION

Core subjects - Compulsory for all students

EBACC Subjects

Other GCSE subjects

Vocational subjects
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CORE SUBJECTS

These subjects are compulsory for all
students on all pathways



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (Core)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
The aim of this paper is to encourage students to read and understand
an extract from a literature fiction text in section A and closely analyse
the way the text is constructed.

In section B students use their high level writing skills to write a
descriptive or narrative writing piece.

Paper 2 - Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives
The aim of this exam paper is to develop students' insights into how
different writers from different time periods have particular viewpoints
and perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the way we
think and live our lives.

Students are required to read and understand one non-fiction and one
literary non-fiction text in section A and analyse these in depth.
Students are also required to write a discursive piece of writing for a
specified audience.

There is also a SPOKEN LANGUAGE endorsement where students will be
required to plan and perform a formal presentation and respond to
questions and feedback from an audience.

It is a requirement from the exam board that all students are filmed for
this component of the course.

Method(s) of Assessment

100% of the overall assessment

Paper 1: 1% hours 50%
Paper 2: 1% hours 50%

Choose this subject if This is a core subject, compulsory for all students.

Possible careers / future pathways
Teachingjournalism, law, advertising, marketing, broadcasting
journalism, author and editor

Subject Requirements



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE (core)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

This course encourages students to develop knowledge and skills in
reading, writing and critical thinking.

Studying English Literature encourages students to read widely for
pleasure.

Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel
Students will be required to write in detail about an extract from a
Shakespeare play, that they have studied and then write about a 19th
Century novel in the same way.

Paper 2 - Modern texts and Poetry
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on a
modern prose or drama text that they have previously studied in class.
They will answer a comparative question based on two poems from an
anthology. They will then answer a question on two unseen poems and
the similarities and differences between them.

Students are not allowed to take any of their set books into the
examination.

Method(s) of Assessment
100% Final exam

Paper 1: 1%hours 40%
Paper 2: 2% hours 60%

Choose this subject if This is a core subject, compulsory for aN students.

Possible careers/future pathways
Teaching, journalism, law, advertising, marketing, broadcasting
journalist, author and editor

Subject Requirements



GCSE Mathematics (core)

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

You will learn to develop a positive attitude towards
mathematics.

You will be encouraged to approach the subject with
confidence, apply mathematical processes accurately and
think logically.

You will study a range of topics that include: number and
algebra, geometry and measures, statistics, probability
and functional mathematics.

Method(s) of Assessment

100% Final Exam

Paper 1: FAhrs non-calculator 33.3%
Paper 2: l1/2hrs calculator 33.3%
Paper 3: l1/2hrs calculator 33.3%

Two tiers of Entry:
Higher Grades 9-4 Foundation Grade 5-1

Choose this subject if This is a core subject, compulsory for all students.

Possible careers / future pathways Finance, Accountancy, Banking, Teaching

Subject Requirements
All students must have a scientific calculator which can be

purchased from school.



Physical Education(Core) NON EXAMINATION

Exam Board N/A

Outline of course

Four Core PE lessons over the fortnight.

Pupils are given selected options for each term (In year 10 & 11).

GCSE PE students will be advised to select an option that improves
their GCSE practical grades.

Method(s) of Assessment This is a non-examination subject

Choose this subject if This is a core subject, compulsory for all students.

Possible careers/future pathways KS4 Core PE promotes leading a healthy active lifestyle.

Subject Requirements Full PE kit is required for all lessons.



GCSE RE (core)

Exam Board WJEC

Outline of course

GCSE Religious Studies provides opportunities for students to
understand more about the world, the religious challenges it faces
and their place within it.

Following this GCSE course will deepen understanding of religions
and their effect on society. It will develop students' competence in a
wide range of skills and approaches and enable them to become
religiously informed, thoughtful and engaged citizens.

This course provides a solid basis for further study in this and related
subject areas. In addition, it provides a coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to
further study.

Method(s) of Assessment

100% Final Exam

Paper 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern
World 2 hrs 50%
Paper 2: Christianity 1 hr 25%
PaperS: Islam 1 hr 25%

Choose this subject if This is a core subject, compulsory for aH students.

Possible careers /future pathways

Religious Studies gives a better chance of understanding other
peoples views together with being able to explain your own. Being
able to evaluate opinions; understand sources, interpret language,
symbolism and metaphor, being able to clearly express your ideas
and develop effective arguments are all highly valued skills.

These skills would be especially valued in careers such as news and
media, politics and local government, counselling, public service
such as the police and law and order and many other roles in
society.

Subject Requirements



GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (core)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Combined Science consists of studying topics in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics.

This course will allow you to achieve two GCSE grades in Science.

In Biology, you will learn a range of topics, covering concepts in cell
biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis
and response, inheritance, variation and evolution, and ecology.

Chemistry covers concepts in atomic structure and the periodic table,
bonding, structure and the properties of matter, quantitative chemistry,
chemical changes, energy changes, the rate and extent of chemical change,
organic chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere, and
using resources.

Physics covers concepts in forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism
and electromagnetism, particle model of matter, and atomic structure.

Method(s) of Assessment

Higher tier graded 9-4
Foundation tier graded 5-1.

100% final exam

2 x Biology 1% hrs 33.3%
2 x Chemistry 1% hr 33.3%
2 x Physics 1% hrs 33.3%

Students are expected to complete required practicals during lessons and
will be examined on these in the exam papers.

Choose this subject if
This is a core subject, compulsory for all students.
All students will study Combined Science unless they choose Triple Science
as an option.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Studying Science beyond GCSE gives you access to a wide variety of career
opportunities, both in science industries and in scientific research in areas
including medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, chemical engineering,
forensics, environmental science, food and textiles sciences, genetics,
pharmacy, biochemistry, biotechnology, engineering, biomedicine,
astronomy, electronics, environmental health, meteorology, nursing and
education.

Science graduates are also extremely attractive to employers in non-
science fields because of their high levels of analytical skill, excellent
problem solving and decision making.

If you do not intend studying science beyond GCSE, you will still find that
college entry requirements for most A Level courses include a good
qualification in a Combined Science.

Subject Requirements
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EBACC SUBJECTS

(In alphabetical order)

All Students, regardless of pathway, must choose
at least one of these subjects.

EBACC pathway students should strongly consider
choosing a humanities (history or geography) AND a
language (French OR Spanish)

Tourism is ONLY available for students on the Aspire
pathway. Students following this pathway are
strongly recommended to choose Tourism as their
EBACC subject.



GCSE French (EBACC option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

You will develop your language skills in a variety of contexts and will be
able to communicate your ideas on the following topics:

Theme 1

Identity and culture, me, my family and friends, technology in everyday
life, free time activities, customs and festivals in french speaking
countries.

Theme 2

Local, national, international and global areas of interest, home town,
neighbourhood and region, social issues eg healthy living, global issues
e.g. the environment, travel and tourism.

Theme 3

Current and future study and employment, my studies, life
school/college, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions.

at

Method(s) of Assessment

Two tiers of Entry:
Higher Grades 9-4

Foundation Grade 5-1

100% final exam, divided equally between four skills:

Paper 1 Listening 25% Highertier45 mins. Foundation tier 35 mins.

Paper 2 Speaking 25% Higher tier 10-12 mins. Foundation tier 7-9
mins both plus preparation time. Each exam includes a role-play, a
photo-card discussion and general conversation.

Paper 3 Reading 25% Higher tier 60 mins. Foundation tier 45 mins.
Each exam includes questions in French and English plus translation from
French into English.

Paper 4 Writing 25% Higher tier 75 mins. Foundation tier 60 mins
Each exam includes questions in French and English plus translation from
English into French.

Choose this subject if
You enjoy French and are already doing French and are doing well in it. If
you would like to study engaging and popular topics, and if you are going
to sixth form to study for A Level French.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those
involving communication with people from different countries. This can
include careers in tourism, government, politics, media, publishing and
journalism. You can also work in education, fashion or law.

Subject Requirements
You must have studied this language in Years 7 and 8 and you must be
confident to speak in front of others.



GCSE Geography (EBACC option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK
Section C: The living world

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Section A: Urban issues and challenges
Section B: The changing economic world
Section C: The challenge of resource management

Paper 3: Geographical applications
Section A: Issue evaluation

Section B: Fieldwork

Geographical Skills is assessed throughout all three papers.

Method(s) of Assessment

Paper 1 & 2: written exam l1/2hrs 88 marks (inc 3 marks for SPGST)
35%

Paper 3: written exam lhr76 marks (inc6 marksforSPGST) 30%

Pre-release resources made available from 15 March in the year of
the exam.

Choose this subject if
You are interested in the world around you, want to learn about
issues which will affect your life in the future and have the ability
to develop different skills then Geography is for you.

Possible careers/future pathways

Geography is one of the most adaptable subjects and is often one
that works well with both art and science subjects. Geographers
are one of the most employable people due to their ability to
adapt their skills and interpret it for a human focused audience.
Therefore you will find Geographers in all walks of life from
lawyers and politicians to public service workers and film.

Subject Requirements Students are required to participate in two fieldwork trips.



GCSE History (EBACC option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Paper 1 Section A (Option B):
Germany, 1890 -1945 Democracy and Dictatorship

Paper 1 Section B (Option D):
Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950 -1975

Paper 2 Section A (Option A):
Health and the people C1000 to the present day

Paper 2 Section B (Option C):
Elizabeth England C1568 - 1603

Method(s) of Assessment
100% Final Exam
Paper 1: 1% hrs 50%
Paper 2: l%hrs 50%

Choose this subject if

History is a very popular choice at GCSE and A Level. It gives
students a valuable understanding of the world that they live
in. It also trains them to use, evaluate and analyse a wide
variety of pieces of evidence.

History is highly regarded as a rigorous subject by employers
and universities. Most importantly History is a fascinating,
engaging and enjoyable subject.

Possible careers/future pathways

GCSE History prepares students for further study at A Level
and beyond.

Careers where a history qualification is regarded as valuable
include law, teaching, business and accountancy.

Subject Requirements

GCSE History is a heavily literacy based course. To achieve
higher grades, a good level of literacy is needed. Students
with a lower level of literacy should have a real passion for
the subject and be prepared to complete a lot of written
work.



GCSE Polish (EBACC option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

You will develop your language skills in a variety of contexts and will be able
to communicate your ideas on the following topics:

Theme 1

Identity and culture, me, my family and friends, technology in everyday
life,free time activities, customs and festivals in Poland.
Theme 2
Local, national, international and global areas of interest - home town,
neighbourhood and region, social issues e.g. healthy living, global issues e.g.
the environment, travel and tourism
Theme 3

Current and future study and employment - my studies, life at
school/college, education post-16, Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Method(s) of Assessment

Two tiers of Entry:
Higher Grades 9-4

Foundation Grade 5-1

100% final exam, divided equally between four skills:
Paper 1 Listening 25% Higher tier 45 mins. Foundation tier 35 mins.

Paper 2 Speaking 25% Higher tier 10-12 mins. Foundation tier 7-9 mins
both plus preparation time. Each exam includes a role-play, a photo-card
discussion and general conversation.

Paper 3 Reading 25% Higher tier 60 mins. Foundation tier 45 mins.
Each exam includes questions in Polish and English plus translation from
Polish into English.

Paper 4 Writing 25% Highertier75 mins. Foundation tier 60 mins.
Each exam includes questions in Polish and English plus translation from
English into Polish.

Choose this subject if..
You would like to develop your written and spoken Polish language skills, if
you are interested in learning about Poland's history, literature and culture.

Possible careers / future

pathways

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those involving
communication with people from different countries. This can include
careers in tourism, government, politics, media, publishing and journalism.
You can also work in education, fashion, law or working for an international
company.

Employers value language skills for their potential to open up new markets
and the ability to communicate with customers and clients. It's an
impressive achievement to speak a foreign language and you'll have better
options for your future.

Subject Requirements
You must already speak Polish and you must be confident to speak in front
of others.



GCSE Spanish (EBACC option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

You will develop your language skills in a variety of contexts and will be
able to communicate your ideas on the following topics:

Theme 1

Identity and culture, me, my family and friends, technology in everyday life,
free time activities, customs and festivals in Spanish speaking countries

Theme 2

Local, national, international and global areas of interest, home town,
neighbourhood and region, social issues e.g. healthy living, global issues
e.g. the environment, travel and tourism

Theme 3

Current and future study and employment, my studies, life
school/college, education post-16, jobs, career choices and ambitions

at

Method(s) of Assessment

Two tiers of Entry:
Higher Grades 9-4

Foundation Grade 5-1

100% final exam, divided equally between four skills:

Paper 1 Listening 25% Highertier 45 mins Foundation tier 35 mins.

Paper 2 Speaking 25% Higher tier 10-12 mins. Foundation tier 7-9 mins
both plus preparation time. Each exam includes a role-play, a photo-card
discussion and general conversation.

Paper 3 Reading 25% Highertier 60 mins. Foundation tier 45 mins.
Each exam includes questions in Spanish and English plus translation from
Spanish into English.

Paper 4 Writing 25% Higher tier 75 mins. Foundation tier 60 mins.
Each exam includes questions in Spanish and English plus translation from
English into Spanish.

Choose this subject if

You enjoy Spanish, you are already doing Spanish and are doing well in
it. If you would like to study engaging and popular topics, if you are
going to sixth form to study for A Levels.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those
involving communication with people from different countries. This can
include careers in tourism, government, politics, media, publishing and
journalism. You can also work in education, fashion or law.

Subject Requirements
You must have studied this language in Years 7 and 8 and you must
be confident to speak in front of others.



BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism (EBACC Option - ASPIRE pathway only)

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

Component 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations
Learners will investigate travel and tourism organisations, their aims
and how they work together. They will explore types of travel and
tourism and the features that make destinations appealing to visitors.

Component 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism
Learners will explore the different factors that may influence global
travel and tourism, and how travel and tourism organisations and
destinations respond to these factors. Learners will examine the
potential impacts of tourism at global destinations and how
destinations can manage the impacts of tourism and control tourism
development to achieve sustainable tourism.

Component 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism
Learners will investigate how organisations use market research to
identify travel and tourism trends, and customer needs and
preferences. They will apply their understanding by selecting products
and services, and planning a holiday to meet customer needs and
preferences.

Method(s) of Assessment

Internal Assessment 60%

Component 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations
Component 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism

External Assessment 40%
Component 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism

Choose this subject if You are a student on the Aspire Pathway and a member of the SEND
faculty has disucssed this option with you.

Possible careers/future pathways

You'll find endless opportunities to pursue career paths in areas that
range from high-end travel to rugged outdoor adventure, and even
management and event planning. Gloucestershire College offers an
array of post 16 qualifications within their travel and tourism
department.

Subject Requirements
You are a student on the Aspire Pathway and a member of the SEND
faculty has disucssed this option with you.
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Additional Mathematics (option)

In year 9 and year 10 you will study GCSE Statistics, followed by Level 2 Further Mathematics in year 11.

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

Statistics

This course develops statistical methods beyond those covered in GCSE
mathematics. This will be useful for any profession which requires the
collection, processing or interpretation of data.

Method(s) of Assessment
100% Final Exam - single tier 9-4 ONLY
Paper 1: V/i hrs (calculator)
Paper 2: VA hrs (calculator)

Choose this subject if.. See subject requirements

Possible careers/future pathways Finance, Accountancy, Banking and teaching

Subject Requirements

Students must be in the top sets ideally on track to achieve a grade 7+
at GCSE. This course is a bridge between GCSE and A-Level
mathematics and so would be invaluable to any students considering
studying mathematics in year 12.

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Further Mathematics

This qualification fills the gap for high achieving students by assessing
their higher order mathematical skills, particularly in algebraic
reasoning, in greater depth than the GCSE course. It offers the
opportunity for stretch and challenge that builds on the Key Stage 4
curriculum and is intended as an additional qualification to 6CSE
mathematics.

Units covered include number, algebra, 2-D co-ordinate geometry,
calculus, matrix transformations and geometry.

Method(s) of Assessment
100% Final Exam - Single tier grade 9-4 ONLY
Paper 1: 1% hrs (non-calculator)
Paper 2: 1% hrs (calculator)

Choose this subject if See subject requirements

Possible careers / future pathways | Finance, Accountancy, Banking, Teaching

Subject Requirements

Students must be in the top sets, ideally on track to achieve a grade 7+
at GCSE. This course is a bridge between GCSE and A-Level
mathematics and so would be invaluable to any students considering
studying mathematics in year 12.



GCSE Art, Craft & Design (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

If you choose to study Art, Craft and Design you will be introduced to a wide
variety of artistic experiences. The Art, Craft and Design course is suitable for
students who have lots of their own ideas and like to work independently to
develop them. Students will be taught a range of skills, techniques and processes
in the areas of; drawing and painting, printmaking, photography, textiles and
mixed-media work.

This GCSE course is project based and you will complete two or three projects
inspired by different themes throughout the three years. In addition to
developing your knowledge of artistic skills and experiences, you will also
research and learn about significant and relevant art movements and artists in
order to help you develop your own ideas further.

Component 1 Portfolio of work
You will work on producing a portfolio of coursework throughout the three year
course. The portfolio will be made up of two or three major projects.

Component 2 Externally set task
During the final year of the course you will complete an externally set task which
is set by the exam board. You will select a question from the paper produced by
the exam board and will then complete a project of work in response to this
question. You will produce a final piece of work as a personal response to your
chosen theme within a ten hour formal exam.

Method(s) of Assessment

Portfolio:

Sketchbooks produced 60%

Externally set Assignment:
Sketchbook prepared before exam and garment produced in 10 hour practical
exam 40%

Choose this subject if

This course is suitable for students who are passionate about art and are willing
to be creative and imaginative. Students should also have an interest in drawing,
painting, mixed media and photography. Students are encouraged to be
experimental, to work from observation and should be able to work
independently.

Possible careers / future
pathways

GCSE Art can lead onto taking A levels in art, photography and textiles at sixth
form. There are also a whole range of art related courses available at a variety of
colleges from full time courses to receive a diploma, to short courses in more
specialist areas such as ceramics and floristry.

Taking GCSE Art can help you work towards a career in a whole range of creative
fields including photography, textiles, fine art, architecture, hair & beauty,
illustration, graphic design and many more.

Subject Requirements
The Art, Craft and Design GCSE course is a demanding course. Producing artwork
takes time and dedication. It is an expectation that you wilt regularly take
coursework home and attend afterschool coursework sessions.



6CSE Business Studies (option)

Exam Board WJEC(Eduqas)

Outline of course

Business Activity: understanding the nature of business activity and how it
is concerned with meeting the needs of customers by providing a product
or service, in most cases, for a profit. Exploring enterprise and
entrepreneurial attributes that lead to great business leaders.

Influences on Business: looking at real business situations and explore the
factors that influence their ability to be successful for example
competition, tax, interest rates, exchange rates. You will also explore the
impact of business decisions on stakeholders (customer, employees, local
residents, shareholders etc.)

Business operations: investigating different business organisations from
sole traders to PLCs; large to small; those selling product and those selling
services. You wilt also examine how different business structures affect

decision making.

Finance: understanding the role of the finance department including start-
up finance, the preparation and creation of financial accounts, maintaining
financial records, paying bills and analysing financial performance.

Marketing: exploring the role of marketing within a competitive, global
market place. Examining the four Ps price/product/place/promotion.

Human Resources: exploring the role of human resource management in
terms of recruitment, training, organisation, retention, development and
motivation of employees.

Method(s) of Assessment

100% final exam
Paper 1: 2 hrs (62.5%)
Paper 2: 1/2 hrs (37.5%)

Choose this subject if...

You have a real interest in the world around you. Do you watch
Dragon's Den or The Apprentice? Does a family member own a
business? You need to be willing to work hard in developing your
writing and numerical skills.

Possible careers / future

pathways

Anyone hoping to study business/economics relatd subjects in the
future. Any job in retail, law, leisure and tourism, business and
marketing.

Subject Requirements

Students will be expected to use a range of mathematical skills and
make justifible decisions using both quantitative and qualitative
methods applied the in context of GCSE Business.



GCSE Dance (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

GCSE Dance will develop your skills, knowledge and understanding of
dance as a choreographer, performer and viewer. You will perform a
solo dance to test your technical and physical skills and you will perform
in a group to show how well you work with others. You will develop an
understanding of a variety of dances and different dance styles.

Method(s) of Assessment

Performance - 30%

Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in
duration). Duet/trio performance (three minutes in a dance which is a
maximum of five minutes in duration).

Choreography - 30%
Solo or group choreography - a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or
a group dance for two to five dancers (three to three and a half
minutes).

Dance Appreciation Paper 1 - 40%
Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and
performing skills. Critical appreciation of own work. Critical
appreciation of professional works.

Choose this subject if...

You are self-motivated and full of energy and love to dance two or
three times a week. You will need to be enthusiastic to learn new skills

and styles and also be prepared to learn new things. You will need to
perform in front of others, in your class, in professional performances in
the theatre or with professional dance companies.

Possible careers / future pathways
Dancer/performer, dance teacher, choreographer, theatre, dance
school, costume/set designer, dance film maker, dance producer and
pilates/yoga instructor.

Subject Requirements
You MUST have the confidence to dance on your own as it is a
requirement for the assessment.



GCSE Drama (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

You will learn to create, perform and respond to theatre.

You will explore set works of key theatre practitioners and be able to
analyse and evaluate their work.

You will devise your own work using a stimulus and following a
theatrical style.

You will also rehearse and perform a professionally commissioned work
for their scripted exam.

You will look at acting as well as technical theatre for a rounded
understanding of the theatre and theatre-making.

Method(s) of Assessment

Externally assessed script exam 20%
Devised performance 10%
Devising log book 30%
Written examination (1% hours) 40%

Choose this subject if

You love performing
You have an interest in theatre and making theatre
You enjoy English literature
You are dedicated and confident

Possible careers/future pathways

Acting
Teaching
Directing
Design (costume, set, props, make-up)

Subject Requirements

You must be available and committed to attend after school rehearsals

and you must be able to work in a group. You must attend extra-
curricular activities including clubs/trips.

It is a requirement of the exam board that every student on the
course sees at least one professional live show in year 10 or year 11.



GCSE Film Studies (option)

Exam Board WJEC EDUQAS

Outline of course

Component 1 (exam) - Key developments in US film
US film Comparative study
Key developments in film and film technology
US Independent film

Component 2 (exam) - Global Film
Narrative, Representation and Film Style
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three global
films outside the US

Component 3 (non examination assessment)
Students produce one genre based film extract plus an evaluation of
their own film or screenplay

Method(s) of Assessment
Paper 1 F/z hours 35%
Paper 2 F/z hours 35%
Non examination assessment 30%

Choose this subject if

You are particularly good at analysing texts in English lessons and you
have an excitement and passion for films. If you are interested in the
history of film and film technology and you understand how films are
constructed.

Possible careers / future pathways
Performers (acting and casting), movie development, film sound,
camera operators, film music, film finance, movie production designer,
screen writer.

Subject Requirements

You need to have a real passion for film and excellent communication
skills, and a clear understanding of how to analyse a moving text. As
well as an understanding of how films reflect the social, cultural and
political contexts in which they are made.



GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (option)

Exam Board Eduquas

Outline of course

You will learn about:

Food commodities

Principles of Nutrition
Diet and good health
The science of food

Where food comes from

Cooking and food preparation

In year 9 and 10 you will develop your understanding of these topics
and cooking skills through a variety of theory, practical cookery and
food service investigations.

Method(s) of Assessment

NEA 1 (non examination assessment) 15%
Food Science Investigation

NEA 2 (Food preparation assessment) 35%

Written exam 50%

Choose this subject if

You are enthusiastic about food preparation and cooking. If you
interested in the science of cooking and where our food comes from.
You enjoy practical food preparation. If you are studying PE or triple
science as they go well together.

Possible careers/future pathways
Food technologist, chef, nutritionist, dietician, product developer,
sports science, home economist, buyer, health promotion, food retail

Subject Requirements

£30 contribution a year for ingredients.

Commitment to completed homework and occasions use break time to
complete, set up for a practical lesson. Good understanding of cooking,
science and nutrition. Open minded to cooking a whole range of dishes
and trying foods new to you.



GCSE Music (option)

Exam Board WJEC

Outline of course

Whilst studying GCSE Music you will focus on performing, composition
and appraising music. Through each component of the course you will
learn about four different areas of study:

Musical forms and devices
Music for ensemble
Film music

Popular music

Method(s) of Assessment

Component 1: Performing - 30%
You must perform at least two pieces lasting between four and six
minutes. At least one of these pieces must be an ensemble piece
lasting at least one minute. You must provide a score for each piece
you perform. At least one piece must link to an area of study.

Component 2: Composing - 30%
You must compose two pieces of music, lasting between three and six
minutes. One of these compositions must be in response to a brief set
by the exam board. The other composition can be free, which you
must write your own brief for.

Component 3: Appraising - 40%
This component is assessed by a listening exam of 1% hours. There will
be eight questions, two on each of the four areas of study. Two of
these questions will be based on set works, which you will study in
detail.

Choose this subject if...

You enjoy listening to music and performing music both as an
individual and in an ensemble. You are creative and willing to explore
various techniques to write your own music. You enjoy learning about
a wide range of music genres and you are innovative and dedicated,
whilst working as part of a team.

Possible careers / future pathways

GCSE Music will show employers you have a wide range of interests
and skills, as well as demonstrating that you have shown dedication
and commitment to learning a musical instrument and to studying
music. This could lead on to becoming a performer, composer,
arranger, studio engineer, producer, teacher, theatre technician, or
music therapist.

Subject Requirements

You will attend at least one extra-curricular music ensemble on a

weekly basis. You can already play an instrument reaching grade 3 by
the end of Year 11 OR are prepared to learn an instrument/singing as
part of the course.



GCSE PE (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

The course is divided into four components:

1. Applied anatomy and physiology; movement analysis; physical
training and use of data.

2. Sports psychology; socio-cultural influences; health, fitness & well-
being and use of data

3. Coursework - analysis & evaluation of performance
4. Practical ability in three sports (team and individual sports two of

one, one of the other)

Method(s) of Assessment

Paper 1 Applied anatomy & physiology; movement analysis; physical
training and use of data 1% hrs 30%

Paper 2 Sports psychology; socio-cultural influences; health, fitness &
well-being and use of data 1% hrs 30%

Coursework Analysis & evaluation of performance 10%

Practical Practical ability in three sports 30%

Students are required to be assessed on their skills in progressive drills
(Part 1) and in the full context (Part 2) for each of the three activities
they are graded in.

Choose this subject if..

You have a genuine interest in the theoretical aspects of sport; anatomy
& physiology, sports psychology and health, fitness & well-being. Also if
you play a variety of sports to a competitive level in or outside of school
(minimum 3).

Possible careers/future pathways

Provides a firm grounding for A level PE and BTEC Level 3 Sport and
Science courses in Sixth Form and/or College establishments.

Sports specific careers include coaching, leisure management, sports
nutrition, physiotherapy, nutritionist, sports analyst, sports psychology
and teaching.

Subject Requirements
Students must participate in at least one sport outside of school and
collect video evidence of them playing the sport. It will also be benficial
to have a good level of science to support the theory element.



GCSE Textiles (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

This is a creative and challenging course, which develops designing and
making skills further from the basic knowledge gained during KS3.

You will learn:

A variety of fabric surface decorative techniques, fabric dyeing and printing
techniques. Together with traditional handcrafts including hand embroidery,
knitting, weaving etc.

Computer aided design like Photoshop, 2D design etc and computer-aided
manufacture with a laser cutter. A variety of garment construction
techniques and fabric manipulation techniques. Use a sewing pattern and
constructing a range of garments over 3 years. Improve designing skills
such as drawing styles, photography, presentation, sketching and fashion
illustration.

Look at and responding to the work of textiles artists, fashion designers, and
fashion period in history and creative themes.

Method(s) of Assessment

Portfolio:

Sketchbooks produced alongside garments 60%

Externally set Assignment:
Sketchbook prepared before exam and garment produced in 10 hour
practical exam 40%

Choose this subject if
You like to work in a creative hands-on way and you aspire to become a
designer of any kind. Whether you like fashion or textiles you will learn
practical skills that you will be able to utilize for life.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Textiles designer, fashion designer, costume & set designer, fashion &
textiles buyer, visual merchandiser, fabric scientist/lecturer or teacher,
fashion retailer, textiles artist, textile restorer, pattern cutter, seamstress,
tailor, fashion journalist, fashion photographer, fashion stylist, fashion
illustrator, fashion blogger, sewing machinist, interior designer or milliner.

Subject Requirements

Studied KS3 textiles and have basic knowledge of using a sewing machine.
Along with a good level of making skills from KS3 textiles and a good level of
literacy and numeracy.

A £30 contribution towards materials over the 3 years will be required.



GCSE Triple Science (option)

Exam Board AQA

Outline of course

Triple Science consists of three separate GCSE courses in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. This course will allow you to achieve three GCSE
grades in Science.

Biology covers concepts in cell biology, organisation, infection and
response, bioenergetics, homeostasis and response, inheritance,
variation and evolution, and ecology.

Chemistry covers concepts in atomic structure and the periodic table,
bonding, structure and the properties of matter, quantitative chemistry,
chemical changes, energy changes, the rate and extent of chemical
change, organic chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the
atmosphere, and using resources.

Physics covers concepts in forces, energy, waves, electricity, magnetism
and electromagnetism, particle model of matter, atomic structure and
space physics.

Method(s) of Assessment

Higher tier graded 9-4
Foundation tier graded 5-1

100% final exam

2 x Biology 1% hrs 33.3%
2 x Chemistry 1% hr 33.3%
2 x Physics 1% hrs 33.3%

Students are expected to complete required practicals during lessons and
will be examined on these in the exam papers.

Choose this subject if
Triple science is a great option for those who want to study science to a
greater depth at GCSE and beyond, and want to understand more about
the topics we study.

Possible careers / future pathways

Medicine, dentistry, physiotherapy, chemical engineering, forensics,
environmental science, food and textiles sciences, genetics, pharmacy,
biochemistry, biotechnology, engineering, biomedicine, astronomy,
electronics, environmental health, meteorology, nursing and education.

Science graduates are also extremely attractive to employers in non-
science fields because of their high levels of analytical skill, excellent
problem solving and decision making. If you do not intend studying
science beyond GCSE, you will still find that college entry requirements
for most A Level courses include a good qualification in a combined
science.

Subject Requirements
Students must be in higher sets and comfortably on track to achieve at
least a grade 5 at GCSE.
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BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Engineering (option)

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

This course is aimed at those students who may be interested in a career in
engineering as well as those who enjoy working with a range of materials to
design and make different practical projects.

During this course, you will learn about:
Key Engineering Sectors (e.g. mechanical, electrical, etc.)
Practical and Technical Engineering Skills (e.g. planning, CAD, etc.)
Key Employment Skills (e.g. problem solving, communication, etc.)

Engagement with local businesses is a main feature of this course. Visits, talks
and workshops by professional engineers and designers and STEM style
practical challenges are just some of the ways our links with industry will
support your study, creating a 'real world' approach to learning and design.

Method(s) of Assessment

Internal Assessment 60%

Component 1: Exploring Engineering Sectors & Design Applications
Component 3: Responding to an Engineering Brief (externally assessed)

External Assessment 40%

Component 2: Investigating an Engineered Product

Choose this subject if

You have patience, perseverance and have a desire to solve problems.
This is a highly practical course so if you enjoy making things from a range of
materials you are already ahead of the game.

However, with five written assignments to complete there is still plenty of
theory to produce, although work can be produced using ICT.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Engineering design or manufacture, engineering business roles, architecture,
mechanical or civil engineering.

Subject Requirements
First and foremost an interest in designing and making. Good level of maths
and English will be an advantage when solving problems and presenting
assignments.



Level 1/Level 2 Certificate Enterprise and Marketing (option)

Exam Board Cambridge National

Outline of course

Unit R064 - exam

Enterprise and marketing concepts.

Learners will understand how and why customer segmentation is
used and how to target a market.

Students will produce two large pieces of coursework - they will be
creating and presenting their ideas throughout the research stage.

Unit R065 - coursework

Design and business proposal

Unit R066 - coursework

Market and pitch a proposal

Method(s) of Assessment
Paper 1 IVz hrs 33.3%
Coursework (externally moderated) 66.6%

Choose this subject if

You have a keen interest in the
Dragon's Den or The Apprentice?
own their own business?

business world. Do you watch
Do any of your family members

In addition you will need to be organised and enjoy extended pieces
of writing.

Possible careers / future
pathways

Anyone hoping to study business/economics related subjects in the
future. Any job, retail, law, leisure and tourism, business and
marketing.

Subject Requirements

Ability to meet deadlines in order to meet externally marked
coursework.

This is most appropriate for students on the Elevate & Aspire
pathways. Those on EBACC should consider GCSE Business Studies.



Btec Levell/Level 2 Tech Award in Health & Social Care (option)

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

Human Lifespan Development: Understanding human growth
and development across the six life stages, the factors that affect
it and how individuals deal with expected and unexpected life
events.

Health & Social Care Services and Values: Understand the

different types of health and social care services and barriers to
accessing them and demonstrate care values in different
scenarios, reviewing your own practice.

Health & Wellbeing: Understand factors that affect health and
wellbeing, interpret health indicators and write improvement
plans for individuals.

Method(s) of Assessment

Internal Assessment: 60%

Human Lifespan Development/Health & Social Care Services &
Values.

External Assessment: 40% (2hr written paper)
Health &Wellbeing.

Choose this subject if...

You have an interest in the health & social care industry, and you
want to develop your independent learning and teamwork skills and
empathy towards others. You will need to make contributions in
lesson and work hard on coursework.

Possible careers/future pathways
Nursing, midwife, ambulance paramedic, care worker, child-
minding, nutritionist, physiotherapist and beauty therapist

Subject Requirements

Good organisational and time management skills to make sure all
assignments are completed by the deadlines.

Self-motivation and able to research independently.

It would support you to carry out your work experience in a Health
& Social Care setting. Any part time or voluntary experience will
also help you apply your knowledge.



Level 1 and 2 Award in Hospitality and Catering (option)

Exam Board WJEC

Outline of course

This course concentrates on the hospitality and catering industry. You
will develop the knowledge and understanding related to a range of
hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what they
have to take into account to be successful. You will have the

opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety
and how they affect successful hospitality and catering operations. In
this qualification, you will also develop food preparation and cooking
skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and
time.

Method(s) of Assessment

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry will be externally
assessed with an on line examination that last 90 minutes. You will be
graded as follows: Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2
Distinction.

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action is internally assessed: This
involves you completing a piece of controlled assessment in school
under examination conditions. You will be set a tack by WJEC and will
have to safely plan, prepare and cook and present dished to satisfy the
task.

Choose this subject if

You are interested in hospitality and catering. You enjoy preparing,
cooking and serving food. You want to develop your communication
and team building skills. You enjoy learning about food and the
hospitality industry.

Possible careers / future pathways

Chef, sports science, dietician, food journalism, product
development, home economist, events management, hospitality,
front of house, conference management, buyer, production
manager, health promotion, technical management, food quality,
food preparation and retail.

Subject Requirements

£30 contribution a year for ingredients. Commitment to completing
homework and on occasions using break time to complete cooking or
set up for a practical lesson. Open minded to cooking a whole range of
dishes and trying foods new to you.

This is most appropriate for students on the Elevate & Aspire
pathways. Those on EBACC should consider GCSE Food & Nutrition.



Personal Development Programme (ASPIRE PATHWAY ONLY)

Exam Board Asdan

Outline of course

The ASDAN Personal Development Programme enables us to
personalise the units studied to the interests and skills of the
individual students. You can achieve either a Bronze, Silver or Gold
certificate dependent upon your effort and achievement. You
must demonstrate your skills across six key areas:

Teamwork

Learning
Coping with problems
Use of Maths

Use of English
Use of IT

These skills can be demonstrated through activities taken from any
of the following modules:

Combined Studies, Beliefs and Values, Expressive Arts, The Wider
World, Science and Technology, World of Work, Health and
Survival, Number Handling, The Environment, Home Management,
Sport and Leisure, The Community, Communication.

Method(s) of Assessment

You will be assessed throughout the programme of study and your
work will be assessed by your teachers.

Each student will be issued with a workbook for tracking which
challenges have been completed and you will collate a portfolio of
evidence.

Choose this subject if
You are a student on the Aspire Pathway and a member of the
SEND Faculty has discussed this option with you.

Possible careers / future pathways Post 16 courses related to the above modules.

Subject Requirements
You are a student on the Aspire Pathway and a member of the
SEND Faculty has discussed this option with you.



Btec Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness (option)

Exam Board Edexcel

Outline of course

BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness is a level 2 award and
assessed with coursework and one exam paper over a three year
course.

The course covers:

Understanding the body and the supporting technology for sport and
activity.

Applying the principles of sport and activity.

The principles of training, nutrition and psychology for sport and
activity.

Method(s) of Assessment

Component 1 - coursework 30%
Understanding the body and the supporting technology for sport and
activity.

Component 2 - exam 40%
The principles of training, nutrition and psychology for sport and
activity.

Component 3 - coursework 30%
Applying the principles of sport and activity.

Coursework will be produced in a variety of ways - leaflet,
presentation, poster, blog and session plans.

Choose this subject if

You are a hardworking student who works exceptionally well on
independent tasks, and you are interested and engaged in sports,
leadership skills, nutrition, psychology and body systems. Pick BTEC
Sport if you are looking to go into further education to complete a BTEC
Level 3 course in further education. BTEC Sport is 60% coursework so if
coursework suits your learning this is the course for you.

Possible careers / future pathways

This course provides a firm grounding for A level PE and BTEC Level 3
Sport and Science courses in Sixth Form and/or College establishments.

Sports specific careers include coaching, leisure management, sports
nutrition, physiotherapy, nutritionist, sports analyst, sports psychology
and teaching.

Subject Requirements
Students with a keen interest in sport and fitness but do
participate regularly in at least one sport outside of school.

not
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BEYOND YEAR 11

Further Education Options
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Beyond Year 11

At present, when you leave Pittville at the end of Year 11, you MUST then enter further education or training.
There are a number of options open to you. In most cases, your choices at this stage are unlikely to restrict your
options when you leave. However, if you have a particular career or further education course in mind, it is
essential to find out if any particular GCSEs are required.

After Year 11 you could go to:

Sixth form (e.g. All Saints, Balcarras, Bournside, Cleeve)
FE College (e.g. Cirencester, GlosCol, Hartpury, Stroud)
Apprenticeship or training

There are a greater variety of courses available post-16, both in terms of the subjects available and the type of
course you can study. These include:

A levels

• Applied A levels
BTECs
Diplomas
NVQs

To study A levels, you would need a minimum of 5 grade 9-5/4's including English and maths. Most sixth forms
will have higher requirements and would expect at least a grade 6 in the subjects you wish to study at A level.

For BTECs, diplomas and NVQs, the grades you achieve in Year 11 will determine which level of qualification you
can study. Students should expect 5 grade 9-4's will be required as a minimum for a level 3 course.

You also need to be aware that wherever you go, if you have not achieved at least a grade 4 in English and maths,
you will be required to retake those subjects. Your school, college or training provider will be required to make
provision for you to do this.
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Sixth Form
Contact Details & Entry Requirements

Please note - information correct at time of printing

All Saints' Academy Sixth Form

Blaisdon Way
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL51 OWH

https://www.allsaints.com

Tel: 01242 711200 email: admin@asachelt.org

Entry Requirements:
3 A levels - 6 GCSEs 9-6 including English and maths
3 A levels/Btec - 5 GCSEs 9-5 including English and maths
3 Btec and re-takes - 5 GCSEs 9-4 including English or maths
Transition course

Balcarras School Sixth Form
East End Road,
Charlton Kings
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL53 8QF

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk

Tel: 01242 515881 email: admin@balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk

Entry Requirements: For 2019 the minimum requirement for entry to the sixth form is 2 grade 6s and 3
grade 5s in full GCSE courses. These must include a grade 5 or above in both mathematics and English
Language or Literature. In addition, many A level subjects will require a specific grade in that particular
subject at GCSE. Details can be found on the relevant subject pages in the prospectus.

Bournside School Sixth Form
Warden Hill Road
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL51 3EF

https://www.bournside.glouc.sch.uk

Tel: 01242 229511 email: sixthform@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk

Entry Requirements: Minimum of 5 Grades 4s at GCSE, including English Language or English Literature.
You must meet the subject entry criteria for each subject that you wish to study.

Cirencester College
Cirencester College
Stroud Road

Cirencester

Gloucestershire

GL71XA

https://www.cirencester.ac.uk

Tel: 01285 640994 email: student.journeyteam@cirencester.ac.uk

Entry Requirements: Dependant on pathway chosen
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Cleeve School
Two Hedges Road
Bishops Cleeve
Gloucestershire
GL52 8AE

Sixth Form
Contact Details & Entry Requirements 2018

https ://www.cleeveschool .net

Tel - 01242 672546 email: office@cleeveschool.net

Entry Requirements:

For All Courses and Combinations

Students should select three A Levels or BTEC/National qualifications to study over their two years
at Sixth Form. Please note that students can choose a combination of both types of qualification. In
order to study in the Sixth Form you need to meet the entry requirements for your chosen subjects.
For all courses and combinations you must achieve a minimum grade 4 for both GCSE English
Language and Mathematics.

A Level courses

You must achieve a minimum of 4 grade 5s and 1 grade 4 at GCSE.
(English and maths grade 5 or above will be counted as one of the 5 acceptable results)
Each subject will also hold their own specific entry criteria with regard to GCSE performance in their
subject (or related subject).

BTEC/Nationals

You must achieve a minimum of 4 grade 4s at GCSE in four different subjects.
(English and maths grade 4 or above will be counted as one of the 4 acceptable results)
For all subjects you wish to study at BTEC/National, a minimum grade 4 must be achieved in that, or
an associated subject.

•

Combined A level and BTEC/National courses

You must achieve a minimum of 4 grade 4s at GCSE in four different subjects.
(English and maths grade 4 or above will be counted as one of the four acceptable results)
For each A Level subject you wish to study, you must also meet their own specific entry criteria with
regard to GCSE performance in their subject.
For all subjects you wish to study at BTEC/National, a minimum grade 4 must be achieved in that, or
an associated subject.

GlosCol http://www.gloscol.ac.uk/
Cheltenham Campus
Princess Elizabeth Way
Cheltenham
GL51 7SJ

GlosCol
Gloucester Campus
Llanthony Road
Gloucester
GL2 5JQ

E-mail - info@gloscol.ac.uk
Tel - 0345 155 2020

Entry Requirements: These vary, depending on what course you do.
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Hartpurv College
Hartpury House
Gloucester
GL19 3BE

Sixth Form

Contact Details & Entry Requirements 2018

http://www.hartpury.ac.uk/

Tel - 01452 702345 email - enquire@hartpury.ac.uk

Entry Requirements: A minimum of 5 grade 9-4, including English Language and Mathematics, plus the
specific GCSE subjects and grades required by each A level subject as detailed in the prospectus

Pate's Grammar School http://vwvw.patiesgs.oig/
Princess Elizabeth Way
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire

GL51 OHG Tel-01242 523169 email-office@pates.gloucs.sch.uk

We will look at the top eight predicted GCSE grades, using the following points system:

Entry into Year 12 will require a minimum of 57 points from the top eight GCSEs
9-5 passes in both English & Maths

The expectation of a minimum GCSE grade (7-9) in subjects to be studied at A level, as specified in the Sixth
Form Prospectus.

South Gloucestershire and Stroud College
Stratford Road
Stroud
Glos
GL5 4AH 01452 763424

http://www.sgscol.ac.uk/

Entry requirements: see prospectus

Forces
R.A.F.

Career Army
Address as above

Royal Navy / Royal Marines

https://www.raf. mod. uk/recruitment/
Tel: 0345 605 5555

https://www.army.mod.uk/join/join.aspx
Tel: 01452 524539

https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/Careers/htow-To-Join/Recruitment-Process
Tel: 01452 521676

PLEASE LOOK ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION AND LINKS TO OTHER CAREERS
WEBSITES.


