
Performing Arts Faculty:  Drama Department 
 
KEY STAGE 3 
Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9, have one hour of drama a week.  
 
The focus for all Key Stage 3 pupils is on practical work, performance and evaluation 
through peer and self-assessment. Pupils create their own pieces as well as working from 
scripts and plays. 
 
Basic skills are introduced in Year 7, such as still images, mime and narration.  These are 
taught and practiced though different projects and themes such as bullying, silent movies 
and physical theatre (focusing on using movement instead of speech to tell a story).   
These basic skills are developed in Year 8, and new skills added such as thought tracking 
(speaking a character’s thoughts) and characterisation.  Projects include modern fairy tales, 
voice and accents and improvisation. 
 
Year 9 students continue to work on the skills covered in Years 7 and 8 as well as develop 
new skills in mask work and physical theatre.  Topics covered include fame and image and 
anti-social behaviour. 
 
KEY STAGE 4 
At Key Stage 4, Years 10 and 11 follow the AQA GCSE Drama course.  Pupils develop and 
perform pieces in a range of different styles, building on the work they covered in Key Stage 
3.  Examples include scripted acting, improvisation, devised work (a mix of improvisation 
and scripted pieces) and Theatre in Education (creating work to perform to younger year 
groups or primary schools which includes a message or moral, such as Road Safety or 
Healthy Eating).  These practical pieces make up 60% of the final mark.  If Year 10 drama 
students take part in the whole school musical, they can be marked on this as part of their 
performance grade. The other 40% is from a written exam, taken at the end of Year 11.  
Pupils answer questions based on their practical performances, such as how they developed 
their characters and how successful their performances were.  Pupils can also choose to 
answer an exam question on a play or performance they have seen. 
 
Extra Curricular 
Key Stage 3 Drama club runs on Friday lunchtimes and regularly attracts over 30 pupils from 
Years 7, 8 and 9.   
 
Pupils in Years 7 – 10 are invited to audition every year for the school musical which takes 
place in July. 
 
Year 11 perform their GCSE work to an audience as part of their exam each year. 
In the last few years pupils have had the opportunity to watch various productions at local 
theatres including Macbeth at The Playhouse and The Woman in Black (joint trip with 
English) and Twelfth Night at the Everyman. 
 
Last year, Year 9 pupils took part in a workshop with members of The Tobacco Factory 
theatre company and Year 7s performed at The Bacon Theatre as part of a primary drama 
festival. 
 


