
Questions following Film, RE, Business Studies, Drama Presentations  13/1/22 

Film 

1. Is there a lot of debating in class and a need for students to give their opinions? 
• You need to bring to the lessons a love of film, if you like watching films now and you 

have opinions about them, that’s what we discuss.  The more critical you are about the 
film you are watching the better.  We will give you the tools to be able to prove your 
point, so yes there is quite a lot of debating, presenting of ideas and having a good 
constructive argument in lessons 

 
2. Are you able to continue on to A Level film studies?   

• There are A level film studies offered at a number of local 6th form providers 
 

3. How is the screenplay marked?   
• This is marked internally following the mark scheme, we then follow a process to allow 

you to revise and improve it 
 

RE 

4. Do I have to take GCSE RE in order to complete an exam in the subject? 
• Yes.  In previous years all students have studied GCSE RE through their core RE lessons 

and have all sat the GCSE exam at the end of the course.  Many students have done well, 
achieving some very high grades and going on to take A level Philosophy and Ethics which 
is excellent considering they have done so on a reduced amount of time in comparison to 
other GCSE option subjects.  For the current year 9 cohort this will change.  All students 
will continue to do 1 lesson a week of core RE to cover the statutory content of the 
national curriculum, will no longer take an exam at the end of year 11.  Students wishing 
to take a GCSE in RE must now choose it as an option subject 
 

Business Studies 

5. What if Business Studies is over-subscribed? 
• We intend to run 4 groups again this year which will cater for over 100 students.  We 

think it is unlikely that demand will be higher than that; it is very unlikely we would be 
able to offer a 5th group 

 
6. Does the exam contain “short answer questions” in addition to the maths based and essay 

questions? 
• Both papers cover the whole syllabus, but they are a combination of multiple choice 

answers, short answer definition questions, longer paragraph style answers (4-6 marks) 
and then one or two essay (12 marks) questions and data response questions 
 



7. Bearing in mind it is a new subject (not studied in years 7-9), do you manage to cover the 
syllabus in year 10 & 11? 
• Yes, it is normal practice for schools to run GCSE Business over two years.  As a school we 

have reverted back to two years for KS4, and the expectation from exam boards is that 
the course is run over two years 
 

8. Approximately what percentage of the exam is essay based? 
• There are 2-3 12 mark questions on each paper which would be essay style answers.  This 

makes up approximately 20% of the total marks available.  However, it is important to 
emphasis that this style of question should not put students off the course, we spend a 
lot of time working on exam technique and practicing planning and answering this style 
of question in the classroom 
 

9. Do students get the chance to participate in a scheme like the Young Enterprise scheme to 
accompany their learning in the GCSE? 
• The Young Enterprise scheme is aimed at post-16 students, but there is a similar scheme 

called Young Challenge that we are considering running if possible this year 
 

Drama 

10. Do you run trips to the theatre? 
• Yes, trips are run to the theatre, we are very lucky to have a theatre on the doorstep here 

in Cheltenham.  Trips are often after school, meeting students at the theatre.  We have 
also run theatre trips to London and New York.  The more theatre you can see, the more 
you can re-create that as part of the course 
 

11. Is there an opportunity to do set design or lighting or is it limited to performance and 
costume design only? 
• It is possible to do set design but it depends very much on the individual.  You are 

expected to build things which can be very daunting if you do not have experience and 
strengths in that area.  Lighting is very limited in terms of the equipment available 
 

12. What does the costume part involve? 
• This will depend on the group you are involved with. It depends very much on the 

individual and their own strengths and interests.  I would recommend that they worked 
along side a group that were doing a period piece which would give them more 
opportunities to research and make costumes 
 

13. Will the year 9 students have the chance to go to New York? 
• The first trip to New York ran in February of 2019 and we are due to go again this year 

although the trip has had to be postponed until July.  If possible we would like this to 
become a bi-annual trip which would potentially give students in current year 9 the 
opportunity to go in year 11 



• As we move closer to the final written exam and the practical work is completed, most/all 
of the lessons become theory 

 

 


