
Questions following Music, GCSE/BTEC PE, Dance Presentations 12/1/22 

Music 

1. Does singing count as an instrument 
• Yes, this does count as an instrument 

 
2. Do I need to play an instrument to studying GCSE Music? 

• Ideally…..Yes – 30% of the GCSE requires students to perform.  However, you can start 
lessons in year 10 and still receive a good grade in performance. But it is essential to start 
instrumental lessons as soon as possible 

• If funding lessons is a concern, please come and speak to us about any support that may 
be available  
 

3. What standard does a student need to have reached? 
• Ideally Grade 3 or 4 standard on an instrument (or voice) by the end of the course 

4. What if a student does not play an instrument or sing, but uses music technology, or 
rap/beatbox?   
• It’s still possible to take GCSE music, as these are all options on every GCSE music 

specification – but this option is more complicated, harder to mark and achieve a higher 
grade.  It is not something that would be encouraged 

5. How will Music benefit me in the future?   
• Music is a very academic subject, sixth forms, colleges, universities and employers have a 

lot of respect for creative subjects of study.  It demonstrates a high level of perseverance 
and dedication in a student. Learning music does not happen overnight!  

• You learn a new language – The majority of music is in Italian or German!  It also helps 
with other subjects – cognitive skills, co ordination, Maths, English, MFL, multi-tasking, 
technology, ICT etc. 

• There are more jobs in the music industry than just being a “Musician” – Composer, 
audio engineer, music therapist, audiologist, producer, radio presenter/producer,  audio 
technician, music teacher…. 

 

PE 

6. Do they need to be playing more than one sport at a good level outside school to do the GCSE 
rather than the BTEC?   
• Students who do well on the GCSE course generally have one very strong sport that they 

play out of school followed by at least one other that they play regularly at school level.  
The third will often be the weaker of the three, but if that student is prepared to work 
hard at that sport in Core PE lessons there overall practical marks will be strong 

• Students who play just one or two sports at school level will generally find their practical 
marks overall are not as strong as they would have hoped and the BTEC course is likely to 
be more appropriate in terms of them achieving a better overall grade 

 
7. Other than the benefit of reduced exam weighting, is the BTEC seen as an equivalent to 

GCSE?   



• The BTEC is absolutely equivalent to the GCSE course.  The view that a BTEC course is less 
robust and valued than a GCSE is very dated.  The BTEC exam unit represents 40% of the 
overall grade.  All local 6th forms recognise and accept BTEC qualifications as part of their 
entry requirements 
 

8. What happens if a student gets injured? 
• Ideally any injury will be short term.  In the event of a long term injury a medical note 

would have to be presented and accepted by the exam board should the student be 
unable to take part in the external moderation or be unable to provide appropriate video 
evidence 
 

9. Does the theory content cross over with other subjects eg science? 
• There is a lot of cross over from the paper one of the GCSE course, which covers the 

human body and movement, anatomy and physiology, bones, skeleton, muscles, joints, 
respiratory system, gaseous exchange, blood vessels, the heart, cardiac output, anaerobic 
and aerobic exercise, short and long term effects, movement analysis, planes and axis, 
health, fitness, components of fitness, principles and types of training   

• Paper two includes diet and nutrition which links well with the food and nutrition course 
 
 

10. If a student chooses GCSE PE but it does not run, then can they choose a different subject 
instead of BTEC sport if they wish? 
• Yes, in the event of GCSE PE not running, it will be replaced by a second BTEC group and 

initially students will be reallocated to the BTEC group.  If following discussions with 
them, they would prefer to choose an alternative subject from that block, they will be 
given the opportunity to do so 
 

Dance 

11. How many lessons a week do you have for dance and how many are practical? 
• All option subjects have 5 lessons across the fortnight.  For dance, usually 4 of these 

lessons are practical and one is theory in the classroom.  Lots of the theory is taught 
through the practical work 

• As we move closer to the final written exam and the practical work is completed, most/all 
of the lessons become theory 

 
12. Are they taught the two set phrases 

• Yes, both set phrases are taught by the teacher.  The students have to perform these 
individually (and recorded as their exam piece), they are marked on their level of 
accuracy as well as their expressive and performance skills 

 

    


